
  
 

PROLOGUE       “Oh, sweet Jesus, there’s a prologue!”    actual guest quote 

 
Ever been to Disneyland?  Welcome to our version of Mr Toad’s Wild Wine Ride  

(or Splash & Swirl Mountain, if you prefer).  If the big, bald and blotchy guy on the  

cover doesn’t clue you in, we tend to have a different approach.  We believe there is a sea of 

wine that very few know about or have the chance to try.  Rarities from Romania, aromatic 

Arizonans, bold bubbly from Barossa, Israeli ice wine, it’s a great big globe full of terrific 

vino and it’s our mission to bring it to you…in the neighborhood of 2200 listings in all. 

 

To accomplish such a task, we needed to rethink how wine lists are traditionally formatted.  

By region?  This list represents 40 plus countries, close to a dozen states and a municipality 

or two, so that’s out.  By grape varietal?  Hovering at 275, including countless blends.  

What does that leave?  We chose mainly to organize this list by price.  The majority of our 

guests have a price range in mind when it comes to wine, and we valiantly attempt to 

provide solid values from $10 to $10,000 (OK, $10,000 for a bottle may not be your idea of 

value, but in the context of drinking history, sometimes you have to both smell and pay 

through the nose).  Lots of tiny producers and boutique wineries here, because we like to 

support the underdog, the craftsman, the guy and the gal taking a risk and pushing the 

envelope (Bacchus knows, we can relate).   

 

The list has three main categories: bubbly, white and red (there is a plethora of dessert 

wines by the glass on another list, too, so fire up your sweet tooth).  Each category is then 

listed by price, from low to high, with occasional spotlight groupings to signify a particular 

winery, or region, or vintage, or just because I feel like it.  Confused yet?  Now you know 

how the crew feels.  Consequently, we have some simplifying options available, but before 

we discuss those, let me reiterate…. 

THIS IS A VERY SPECIAL LIST.  Too often, people settle for the same old thing, be it 

mediocre food, repetitive music or bland beverage (none of which you’ll find here).   

I strongly urge you to brave the big, bad wine list and try something new.  Who knows,  

you may like it (a moment of silence in honor of the first person to eat an egg, please).  

 

OPTIONS: 

1) check out the list on our web site prior to coming at www.cowboyciao.com; 

    my ongoing battle with technology aside, it will eventually all be there and up to date 

2) ask for the NIFTY FIFTY, a one page list of guest favorites 

3) the following varietal lists are available: chardonnay, pinot noir, grenache, syrah and      

     the big dog cabernet/merlot/bordeaux blends, if you absolutely must be predictable 

4) tell your server the brands and styles you like, along with price range; they will be 

    able to recommend something you’ll enjoy as much or more 

5) let your server choose wines by the glass for each course, a mini-wine dinner       

6) or, you can just throw the list at me and order scotch like the lady did last week 

 

Remember, it’s just like Disneyland (without the long lines).    

 

 

  
 
 



          WINES OF THE TIMES              
“This wine list is ridiculous; is the guy mad?” (actual quote from Sean Elliott, UofA, NBC, ESPN, San Antonio Spurs)  

 

BUBBLY  EDITOR’S NOTE  {yeah, like this thing has ever seen an editor} 
 

who in their right mind (or left brain) doesn’t dig bubbly? it’s the perfect aperitif to kick off a meal and pick up your  
palate, it pairs well with practically everything from sushi to sliders, it’s always celebratory but still leaves you ambulatory, 
and it doesn’t have to be from Champagne to still have you champagne-ing at the bit (plus, you get to drink from a flute!) 
(I said flute, not boot) (and, no, we don’t have those Marie Antoinette A-cup glasses, AKA saucers, cats drink from those) 
 

NV Candoni prosecco, Veneto, Italy, quarter bottle..........................................................................10 
NV Mumm Cuvee brut prestige, Napa, quarter bottle......................................................................12 
’13 Bonny Doon pear/apple/quince sparkling hard cider, ¿Querry?, California, half bottle.......15 

NV Moon Rabbit sparkling sake, Katsushiro, Nara, Japan, two-fifths bottle................................16 

NV Pommery POP, Reims, Champagne, France, quarter bottle.....................................................19 

         NV Sovetskoe aligoté/chardonnay, semi-dry, Minsk, Belarus........................................................22  

NV Tintero favorita/moscato, Grangia, Asti, Piedmont, Italy........................................................23  

NV Laurent-Perrier brut, Tours-sur-Marne, Champagne, France, quarter bottle.......................24 

NV Le Dolci Colline prosecco, Veneto, Italy.....................................................................................26 

NV Viniterra extra brut, Mendoza, Argentina.................................................................................27 

'11 Secco raboso/pinot noir, brut, rosé, Piave, Veneto, Italy...........................................................29 

NV Gruet extra dry, blanc de blancs, New Mexico..........................................................................30 

NV Dr Loosen riesling, sekt, Dr L, Mosel, Germany.......................................................................32 
NV Reisetbauer sparkling apple cider, Apfel cuvee, Axberg, Austria...........................................33 

'13 La Spinetta moscato, Biancospino, Asti, Italy............................................................................35 

              yep, Italy's premier Barbaresco superstar, Giorgio Rivetti, even makes super sparklers 
‘09 Schramsberg blanc de blancs, Napa, half bottle..........................................................................36  

’12 Kir-Yianni xinomavro, sec, rosé, Akakies, Amyndeon Heights, Greece..................................37  

NV Scarpetta franconia/pinot nero, brut, rosé, Trento, Italy.........................................................38 

’11 Raventos i Blanc brut, rosé, di Nit, Cosca del Riu Anoia, Spain..............................................38 

  Raventos has been producing wine since 1497 and is widely acclaimed as the world’s best Cava; owner/winemaker  
  Pepe Raventos has worked extensively with top European producers (Didier Dagueneau and Hexamer among them)  
    yet forges his own path (for example, this blend of indigenous varietals is goosed with old vine monastrell!) 
'10 Rojac refosk, Royaz, unfiltered, Primorska, Slovenia...............................................................39 

       extended skin contact and no disgorgement makes this grapefruity beauty a ‘baby blush/orange bubbly’ 
NV Simonnet-Febvre brut, rosé, crémant de Bourgogne, France..................................................39 

           about the only difference between this and a true Champagne is the splash of gamay this contains;  
                 oh, and the wide price differential, because nobody’s selling Champagne under 40 clams 
NV Baumard chenin blanc, brut, Carte Turquoise, Crémant, Loire, France..............................40  

’09 Lambert de Seyssel molette/altesse, cuvee Royal, Seyssel, Savoie, France..............................41  

      NV Patrick Bottex gamay noir/ploussard, La Cueille, Bugey Cerdon, Savoie, France...............43 

Bugey Nights ?  maybe, but we think this darkly colored, medium fizzy, lightly sweet gem is the perfect brunch bubbly 
  (if only we could get Roller Girl to serve it)(hey, I could’ve gone Gary Busey Nights, but that just sounds wrong)  
’11 Bisol brut, prosecco, cru Crede, Valdobbiadene, Veneto, Italy................................................43 

NV Patrick Pieuze brut nature, rosé, crémant de Bourgogne, France..........................................44 

'11 Laetitia brut, rosé, Arroyo Grande.............................................................................................49 

NV Gosset brut, Excellence, Aÿ, Champagne, France, half bottle..................................................52 

‘10 Argyle brut, rosé, Knudsen Vineyards, Dundee Hills, Willamette, Oregon...........................59 

NV Charles de Cazanove brut, premier cru, Reims, Champagne, France...................................66 

       



BUBBLY   (like my personality)  continued  
 

      NV René Geoffroy brut, disgorged 2007, premier cru, Cumiéres, Champagne, France............73 

       so this has been hiding in a warehouse collecting dust and gaining maturity for seven years ; it’s a bruiser, with bubbling  
       bread dough & cascades of dried fruit that stop just short of assault (& it’s PERFECTwith the Shrimp & Elote at Ciao) 
         NV Tendil & Lombardi brut, rosé de Saignée,  

                                               Balnot-sur-Laignes, Aube, Champagne, France....................................75 

     Jim Kopp (rhymes with kook) (seriously, if you knew him, you’d agree) invited me to go to the annual Masters of Wine      
     Champagne Tasting at the Ferry Building in SF last year, so I went, but he didn’t, cuz he got on the wrong plane and     
     ended up in some West Texas hellhole drinking Pearl longnecks and corn liquor (see: kook); he missed a lot of bubbles,  
     but my favorite effervescent find last year wasn’t at that tasting, it was this rich rad rosé, which has less actual fizz yet  
     counters with a ridiculously full flavor profile of ripe red berries, Twizzlers, mushroom duxelles, with a hint of Tuaca! 
     for those of you who drink Champagne for E reasons (elegance, effervescence, ethereal), there are many other selections 
     here geared to your palate, but for those who think K (knockout nose, krazy palate, Kopp is a Kook), this is for you 

NV Billecart-Salmon brut, rosé, Mareuil-sur-Ay, Champagne, France, half bottle.....................79 

NV J Lassalle brut, Preference, Chigny-Les-Roses, Champagne, France....................................80 

’10 Cass sparkling grenache, Cass Vineyard, Paso Robles.............................................................81 

NV A Margaine brut, Traditionelle, Villers-Marmery, Champagne, France..............................82 

NV Bründlmayer brut, rosé, Langenlois, Austria...........................................................................83 

NV Bründlmayer extra brut, Langenlois, Austria..........................................................................84 

Bründlmayer, known for great grüner, is no slouch at bubbly, either; some feel his sparklers (blends of chard with pinots  
red, white & gray) are every bit the equal to many well-known Champagnes;  Bründlmayer says his goal is to make sekt  
with elegant character but also a certain neutrality, a discretion that allows it to not distract from the food at the table 
NV Gaston Chiquet brut, cuvee Tradition, Aÿ, Champagne, France...........................................84  
NV Chartogne-Taillet brut, cuvee St-Anne, Merfy, Champagne, France....................................85  
 « «  they say ‘half chard, half pinot noir, and the rest pinot meunier’, whatever that means ; racy, articulate bubbles,  
  this grower Champagne truly is Merfy, if merfy means really cool, like crossing mermaids with Superfly or something  
NV A Margaine demi-sec, Traditionelle, Villers-Marmery, Champagne, France.......................89 

             quite simply, the Margaine is the best demi-sec we’ve tasted…all the others are demi-second 

NV Pierre Gimonnet brut, blanc de blancs, Cuis, Champagne, France........................................90 

NV Veuve Fourny brut, rosé, Vertus, Champagne France.............................................................94  

NV Pehu Simonet brut, Verzenay, Champagne, France.................................................................95 

NV Billecart-Salmon brut, reserve, Mareuil-sur-Ay, Champagne, France..................................99 

  safe to say we are big BS fans around here (also safe to say that won’t be the only double entendre on this list) 
NV H Billiot brut, rosé, grand cru, Montagne de Reims, Ambonnay, Champagne, France.....100 

NV Lallier brut, grande reserve, Aÿ, Champagne, France...........................................................110 

NV A Margaine brut, rosé, Villers-Marmery, Champagne, France............................................112 

NV Mousse et Fils blanc de noirs, cuvee Noire reserve,  

                                                          Vallée de la Marne, Champagne, France..............................119  

 Mousse et Fils is way too close to moose and squirrel for my liking, not to mention Natasha’s, but this blend of the  
 big three (chardonnay, pinot noir, pinot meunier)is wildly heavy on the meunier, resulting in a mélange of darkness &  
 light that is reminiscent of the Cold War (and, believe it or not, I actually know a Natasha - and she’s clandestine !)   
‘02 Argyle brut, extended tirage, Knudsen Vineyards, Dundee Hills, Willamette, Oregon.......122 

’09 Soter brut, rosé, Mineral Springs Ranch, Yamhill-Carlton, Oregon.....................................124 

  while California leads the US sparkling wine charge (pun intended), and Washington has the juggernaut known as  
  Domaine Ste Michelle setting the standard for terrific value in bubbles of all sorts, it is quiet, sleepy little Oregon 
  that displays the most promise, thanks to winemakers like Tony Soter of Soter Vineyards and Argyle’s Rollin Soles 
NV Pehu Simonet extra brut, grand cru, Transparence, Verzenay, Champagne, France.........125 

      ‘07 Tendil & Lombardi brut, rosé de Saignée,  

                                               Balnot-sur-Laignes, Aube, Champagne, France....................................130 



 
BUBBLY    continued    (“tiny bubbles, in the wine…”   
               make me want to destroy every ukulele in sight)  
 

EDITOR’S NOTE (as it were) (is) (was) (will be) 
Grower Champagne is an, ironically, growing category, and it’s about freaking time! we spotlight a number of Champagnes  
that take the singular science involved in sparkling wine (IE cooking vs baking, no such thing as a lil’ pinch of baking soda)  
(unless you enjoy unleavened bread) (or cleaning yeast off the walls of your kitchen) and combine it with fastidious farming 
procedures, melding the earth and the science, creating – what, exactly? – experiences that sparkle in a different fashion, 
taking the mental in experimental and turning it into stars that Dom Perignon never saw coming – Growers AND Showers                                                       
                                    ***spotlight *** 

NV L Aubry brut, Jouy-les-Reims, Champagne, France..............................................................144  

‘08 L Aubry brut, Ivoire & Ébène, single hilltop, Jouy-les-Reims, Champagne, France..........188   

NV L Aubry brut, rosé, Jouy-les-Reims, Champagne, France.....................................................195   

‘06 L Aubry brut, Aubry de Humbert, Jouy-les-Reims, Champagne, France...........................200  

‘06 L Aubry brut, rosé, Sablé, cuvee Nicolas François Aubry,  

                                                                  Jouy-les-Reims, Champagne, France............................222   

NV L Aubry brut, Dualis, Jouy-les-Reims, Champagne, France.................................................244   

there exists an arcane rule on the Champagne Charter that allows for the inclusion of varietals other than 
the big three (chardonnay, pinot noir and pinot meunier), the 'old vines of the countryside', as it were; 
Aubry is one of the few producers to take advantage of this opportunity, making bubblys so unique they 
deserve their own category, frequently utilizing the inclusion of petit meslier, fromenteau and arbanne, 
creating seriously powerful, exotic sparklers, short on feminine elegance and long on quirky personality 

 

                                    ***spotlight *** 

NV Egly-Ouriet brut, Les Vignes de Vrigny, premier cru, Ambonnay, Champagne, France..145 

NV Egly-Ouriet extra brut, 'VP', grand cru, Ambonnay, Champagne, France.........................210 

NV Egly-Ouriet blanc de noirs, Les Crayeres, grand cru, Ambonnay, Champagne, France...425 

‘02 Egly-Ouriet brut, grand cru, Ambonnay, Champagne, France.............................................500 

‘99 Egly-Ouriet brut, grand cru, Ambonnay, Champagne, France, double bottle....................1000 

true story: my first experience with Egly-Ouriet was a smuggled gift bottle that accidentally was left in the freezer 
(“of course I’ll remember it’s in there, I’m a professional”); not being one to just give up (which some see as an 

admirable trait and others chalk up to stupidity…the whole wine-in-the-freezer thing lends credence to the latter), 
opened it anyway and semi-frozen clumps cascaded from the bottle like a clogged fountain, upon which cat-like 
reflexes enabled half of the bottle to be saved in a pitcher (it pays to be cat-like when you’re not too bright); 

somehow, the remaining Egly, when thawed, was absolutely spectacular! (this is not to be confused with the time 
daughter #1 asked “why does the ice taste like wine?”, also known as the exploding Champagne freezer incident) 

(attention, geek squad – the Les Vignes de Vrigny is an ultra-rare 100% pinot meunier Champagne!) 
 

’11 Sea Smoke blanc de noirs, Sea Spray, estate, Santa Rita Hills................................................147   

‘08 Marc Hebrart brut, premier cru, Special Club, Mareuil-sur-Ay, Champagne, France......166 

 Valerie Masten, National Sales Manager at Michael Skurnik Wines, calls Hebrart “my favorite Champgne producer” and  
 goes on to state that the 2008 vintage “was a fabulous one for Grower Champagne, extremely expressive and aromatic”; 
 the Special Club designation is indeed special, as the Club consists of 26 Grower Producers who submit only their truly 
 extraordinary wines from superb vintages for possible approval, and the group itself votes at two different stages which 
 Champagnes are allowed to be bottled & sold as Special Club (not every vintage is worthy of the honor); special-tacular ! 
‘99 Ayala brut, Aÿ, Champagne, France........................................................................................175   

‘08 L Aubry brut, Ivoire & Ébène, single hilltop, Jouy-les-Reims, Champagne, France..........188   

  not exactly a single vineyard, but a pair of adjoining vineyards on a single hilltop – Stevie Wonder bubbles over this 



 
BUBBLY    continued    (I don’t care about spring in my step or               
                       twinkle in my eye, just give me sparkle in my flute) 
 

NV L Aubry brut, rosé, Jouy-les-Reims, Champagne, France.....................................................195   

NV Krug brut, Grande cuvee, Reims, Champagne, France, half bottle.......................................199 

 come on, it’s Krug – do I have to sell you on Krug? and then what, explain why “Archer’ is the funniest show on TV?  
‘06 L Aubry brut, Aubry de Humbert, Jouy-les-Reims, Champagne, France...........................200  

NV Egly-Ouriet extra brut, 'VP', grand cru, Ambonnay, Champagne, France.........................210 

‘06 L Aubry brut, rosé, Sablé, cuvee Nicolas François Aubry,  

                                                                  Jouy-les-Reims, Champagne, France............................222   

 Sablé is Aubry’s term for lower than normal pressure, IE less effervescence; this vintage is one-third co-fermented 
 pinots (noir and meunier) with chardonnay, arbonne, petit meslier and 10% still pinot meunier, jubilant joie de vive 
‘96 Jean Vesselle brut, grand cru, Bouzy, Champagne, France...................................................225 

                        is it just me, or does Champagne from Bouzy seem redundant? 
                        (although, ’96 vintage, perhaps resplendent is more apropos) 
NV L Aubry brut, Dualis, Jouy-les-Reims, Champagne, France.................................................244   

’99 Nicolas Feuillatte brut, cuvee Palmes d’Or, Chouilly, Champagne, France........................333 

‘96 Pierre Gimonnet brut, blanc de blancs, cuvee Fleuron, Cuis, Champagne, France............355 

NV Jacques Selosse brut, blanc de blancs, biodynamic,  

                                                           Initial DG2013, Avize, Champagne, France........................400  

there are those who consider Anselme Selosse to be not only France’s premier winemaker in Champagne, but the most 
original winemaker in all of France!  his entire production is biodynamic, ageing is done in oak rather than stainless,  
the yeasts are indigenous – all of which are processes rarely seen in Grower Champagne (and never used by the big 

assembly-line negociant houses of the region); DG stands for the year the wine was disgorged; this, the Initial brut, is 
a blend of a trio of mid-2000 vintages; the Substance (see below) uses a Solera system from a single (and singular) 
Avize vineyard and utilizes every single vintage dating back to 1987; and, finally, there’s the dosage, or veritable lack 
thereof, about which Selosse himself declares “great Champagne needs no make-up”… truly ethereal, exacting stuff   

NV Egly-Ouriet blanc de noirs, Les Crayeres, grand cru, Ambonnay, Champagne, France...425 

NV Pierre Peters brut, blanc de blancs,  

                                        Mesnil-sur-Oger, Champagne, France, double bottle ............................425  

‘02 Egly-Ouriet brut, grand cru, Ambonnay, Champagne, France.............................................500 

NV Armand de Brignac brut, Ace of Spades, Reims, Champagne, France................................650 

’96 Philipponnat brut, Clos des Goisses, Mareuil-sur-Ay,  

                                                                       Champagne, France, double bottle............................675  

NV Jacques Selosse brut, blanc de blancs, biodynamic, 

                                                           Substance DG2011, Avize, Champagne, France................700  

’90 Alain Robert brut, Tradition cuvee, Le Mesnil, Mesnil-sur-Oger, Champagne, France...975 

Robert Champagnes are always 100% chardonnay, bottled with little or no dosage; Tradition is older vines, longer aged  
‘99 Egly-Ouriet brut, grand cru, Ambonnay, Champagne, France, double bottle....................1000 

NV Jean Laurent brut, blanc de noirs, Aube, 

                                         Champagne, France, one entire case in a really big bottle..................1500                                    
 
so, take a deep breath – exhale – repeat –  
you’ve read through part one of this novella, 
now you’re headed into the rabid hole 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

VINO BLANCO 
 

’03 Palacio de Menade palomino blend, cuvee RS, Cuevas de Castilla, Rueda, Spain................14 

                                   like Mr Ed said, any palomino is a pal of mine-o 
’05 Tohani fetească albă, sec, Romania............................................................................................15 

‘09 Banatski rizling, Vrsac, Serbia....................................................................................................16 

’07 Alexis Bailly Vineyard seyval blanc, Hastings, Minnesota........................................................18  

’03 Chateau Euxinograde misket, Vrachanski, Bulgaria...............................................................19 

'06 Tenuta Maggiore cortese, Sentito, Pavia, Lombardy, Italy......................................................21 

NV Tedeschi pineapple wine, Maui Blanc, Hawaii..........................................................................22 

 as of 2005, every state in the union had at least one bonded winery; while our 50th state may not strike anyone as  
a burgeoning powerhouse of vino, the Tedeschi group is solid, both with traditional varietals and the unofficial state fruit  
’13 Charles & Charles rhone rouge blend, rosé, Columbia, Washington.....................................22 

  good job, Sherlock, you caught me sneaking a rosé in the white wine section…if you’re sharp, you’ll catch me again, 
     and if you’re really sharp, you’ll try one, because we don’t waste time on blush wines unless they totally smoke 
     (and, lets face it, any wine from wino/mavericks the likes of Charles Smith of K Vintners and Charles Bieler,  
    thief number one of Three Thieves fame {infamy?}, smokes a spliff the size of Union Square in San Francisco  
 {where, ironically, it's practically legal to do so - and even order it over the internet to have it delivered by bicycle}) 
                                ({(and, yes, I do enjoy my multiple parentheses)}) 

         ’06 Halewood tămâioasă românească, Blue Danube reserve, Dealu Mare, Romania..................22 

         ’08 Graf V Schönborn silvaner, kabinett, Hallburger Schlossberg, Germany.............................22         

’02 Spadafora grillo/inzolia/catarratto, Don Pietro, Sicily, Italy....................................................23 

’10 M Chapoutier ugni blanc blend, La Ciboise, Luberon, France...............................................23 

’12 Čitluk žilavka, Mostar, Bosnia & Herzegovina, one-and-a-third bottle...................................23 

’06 Palazzone procanico/grecchetto/drupeggio/verdello/malvasia,  

                                                                    Dubini Bianco, Orvieto, Umbria, Italy..........................23 

’05 Lava Cap muscat canelli, Alviso/Granite Hill Vineyards, Amador/El Dorado......................24 

’05 Martinsancho verdejo, Rueda, Spain..........................................................................................24 

’10 Mercer riesling, Yakima Valley, Washington............................................................................24 

  sometimes I get asked to judge at wine tastings, possibly because I’m judgemental, or possibly because I’m half that; 
  at a Tasting Panel blind tasting of ‘crisp white varietals’, a trio of wines stood out from the crowd, two of which came 
  from Mercer Winery, their pinot gris and this superb riesling, which is all the more impressive at this price/quality ratio!   
’12 LaZarre sauvignon blanc, Edna Valley......................................................................................25  

     look, up in the cellar, it’s a bird, it’s a UFO, no, it’s Adam LaZarre, winemaker to the stars, climbing over  
    barrel pyramids with a wine thief clenched in his teeth, raising havoc and creating chaos, not to mention a wide 
    array of superb wines from various labels at prices that throw the cost/value ratio into a brand new stratosphere, 
leaping about the cellar like a poor man’s Tarzan (he’s got the hair, he just needs the loincloth) (don’t tempt him, either)  

         ’12 Kosovec skrlet, Moslavina, Croatia............................................................................................25 

’08 Guntrum scheurebe, kabinett, Nierstein Rheinhessen, Germany............................................25 

’09 Telmo Rodriguez godello, Gaba do Xil, La Falcoeira Vineyard, Valdeorras, Spain.............25 

’08 Kogl auxerrois, Mea Culpa, Podravje, Slovenia........................................................................25 

         ’08 Ŝipun zlahtina, Island of Krk, Croatia.......................................................................................25 

                            it was either this or something from the Valley of Pcard, so we went with the original 
NV Jasper catawba/marechal foch, rosé, Front Porch, Newton, Iowa..........................................25 

’12 Niepoort loureiro, Vinho Verde, Lima, Portugal......................................................................25  

’06 Le Rocche Malatestiane albana, Baciami, Emilia-Romagna, Italy..........................................25 

 skrlet, scheurebe, godello, auxerrois, zlahtina, catawba, marechal foch, loureiro, albana, what’s next, a muscat lenel? 

’06 Gróf Degenfeld muscat lenel, Tokaji, Hungary.........................................................................26 

                            and a fabulous, fresh, fruitilicious muscat lenel at that 



VINO BLANCO (did you hear about the bar cat? he’s got 9 livers) 

 

’13 Gio Cato pinot grigio, Primorska, Slovenia................................................................................26 

                                   if Gio Cato means bar cat, this is one helluva segue 
’12 Andrew Murray sauvignon blanc/chenin blanc, This is Eleven – Unplugged, Santa Ynez..26 

 a new project for the estimable Mr Murray, one of the Central Coast’s most dynamic winemakers; ‘unplugged’ means 
 unoaked, the grapes are the final vintage (I think – notes from this tasting follow notes from another tasting the same  
 day, so maybe these hieroglyphics are in Farsi, or Klingon) from a small vineyard losing the phylloxera battle, which is  
 truly a shame, as this wine is a fresh, layered expression of fruit and joy (or is it cheroot and chamoy?), cool stuff    
’11 Fattoria San Lorenzo verdicchio, biodynamic,  

                       Gino Vineyard, Castelli di Jesi Classico, Marche, Italy...........................................26 

’12 Bodegas Eidosela albariño, Condado do Tea, Rias Baixas, Spain...........................................26 

’13 Villa Wolf pinot gris, Pfalz, Germany........................................................................................26 

’08 Graham Beck chenin blanc, Game Reserve, Paarl, South Africa...........................................26 

’11 Terre di Poggio pecorino, Coste Mancini, Abruzzo, Italy........................................................26 

’06 Miolo chardonnay/riesling/sauvignon blanc, Seleção, Vale dos Vinhedos, Brazil.................27 

'13 Charles Smith riesling, Kung Fu Girl, Evergreen Vineyard, Columbia, Washington...........27 

   why Kung Fu Girl, Charles? “because riesling and girls kick ass!” (Charles, like most of his wines, is unfiltered) 

’05 Strade Vigne Del Sole alba rosa, rosato, Lazio, Italy................................................................27 

on his farm just miles outside Rome, Antonio Cugini has created a living museum composed of near-extinct indigenous 
varietals (70 in total, 15 of which he is currently using in wine production); perhaps the most striking and beautifully 
bizarre is this one, a rosé made from 100% alba rosa grapes, a particularly rare and intriguing varietal…it smells of 

baking spice and cinnamon, tastes like just-picked wild strawberries, and has the brownish tint of stale RC Cola 
’05 Strade Vigne Del Sole albana dei castelli romani/malvasia rossa, Kadrai, Lazio, Italy........28 

  so of course we bought more of his stuff! this 50/50 blend is all banana daiquiri meets mojito, without the straw 
                                    ***spotlight *** 

’05 Bründlmayer riesling, Zöbinger Heiligenstein, Langenlois Kamptal, Austria, half bottle....28 

’12 Bründlmayer grüner veltliner, Terrassen, Langenlois Kamptal, Austria..............................49 

’10 Bründlmayer grüner veltliner, Terrassen, Langenlois Kamptal, Austria..............................59 

’12 Bründlmayer grüner veltliner, Berg Vogelsang, Langenlois Kamptal, Austria....................65 

’05 Bründlmayer gelber muskateller, Langenlois Kamptal, Austria.............................................73 

’02 Bründlmayer gelber muskateller, Langenlois Kamptal, Austria.............................................74 

’12 Bründlmayer grüner veltliner, reserve, Alte Reben, Langenlois Kamptal, Austria..............99 

’11 Bründlmayer grüner veltliner, reserve, Alte Reben, Langenlois Kamptal, Austria............107 

’11 Bründlmayer grüner veltliner, Spiegel, Langenlois Kamptal, Austria.................................125 

’07 Bründlmayer grüner veltliner, Käferberg, Langenlois Kamptal, Austria............................150 

’04 Bründlmayer grüner veltliner, auslese, Loiser Berg, Langenlois Kamptal, Austria...........195 

  if you want to skip the learning curve and jump right to the finish line on Austrian wine, take these two directives:  
    for the sweet stuff, proceed directly to Alois Kracher and do not pass go (or pass out from the sugar coma);  
  however, for the dry versions of the sommelier fave ‘gru-vee’ (as in groovy...those somms are a laugh a decade),  
          you are definitely in the right place, as nobody but nobody is gru-vee-er than Willi Bründlmayer 
  

’12 Mayu pedro ximeniz, Elqui Valley, Chile...................................................................................28 

’11 Alpha Estate malagouzia, Axia, Amyndeon, Greece.................................................................28  

’12 Berger grüner veltliner, Niederösterreich, Austria, one-and-a-third bottle.............................28 

’10 Dr Konstantin Frank gewürztraminer, Finger Lakes, New York...........................................28 

’10 Le Rocche Malatestiane bombino bianco/mostosa, Pagadebit, Emilia-Romagna, Italy........28 

’11 Domaine Huet chenin blanc, sec, Le Haut Lieu, Vouvray, Loire, France, half bottle............28 

’09 Tenuta delle Terre Nere nerello mascalese/nerello cappucio, rosato,  

                                                                                               Mount Etna, Sicily, Italy......................28 

’11 Y Rousseau colombard, old vine, Russian River.......................................................................29 

‘11 Huber grüner veltliner, Hugo, Niederôsterrich, Austria..........................................................29 



VINO BLANCO    ( continued)   why so much wine? 
                     you know what they say, all work and no play 
                                makes Jack a ticking time bomb 
 

’09 Gagliardo favorita, Fallegro, Roero, Piedmont, Italy...............................................................29 

                 finally, an answer for all you people who keep asking me which wine is my favorita 
’07 Salomon riesling, reserve, Pfaffenberg Vineyard, Kremstal, Austria, half bottle...................29 

’11 Fontanavecchia falanghina, Taburno, Campania, Italy...........................................................29 

’12 L’Ecole No 41 semillon, Columbia, Washington.......................................................................29 

’12 Suavia garganega/trebbiano, Soave Classico, Veneto, Italy.....................................................29 

’13 Mercer pinot gris, Yakima Valley, Washington........................................................................29 

’13 Box O’ Birds sauvignon blanc, Marlborough, New Zealand...................................................29 
         ’07 Domaine LaRoche chardonnay, de la Chevalière, Beziers, France.........................................29 

NV Sherman & Hooker’s white blend, Shebang!, cuvee II, North Coast.....................................30 

 Shebang! is the value arm of Morgan Twain-Peterson’s Bedrock wine company, where he mixes it up – vintages, sites, 
 and most of all, varietals; this is pinot gris, albariño, muscadelle, semillon, sauvignon blanc, and who knows what else 

’10 Rafael Palacios godello/treixadura, Louro do Bolo,  

                                                  Valle de Bibei, Valdeorras, Galicia, Spain.....................................30 

’12 Stuhlmuller chardonnay, Alexander Valley...............................................................................30 

’12 Illahe grüner veltliner, estate, Willamette, Oregon...................................................................30 

’11 LaZarre albariño, Edna Valley...................................................................................................30  

'13 Origine sauvignon musque, Louvau Vineyard, Russian River................................................30 

’11 Bonny Doon rhone blend, Vin Gris de Cigare, Central Coast..................................................31 

 aka rosé de Randall Grahm, intriguing mélange of 62% grenache with mourvèdre, roussanne, grenache blanc & cinsault 
’13 Dr Konstantin Frank riesling, dry, Finger Lakes, New York...................................................31 

 we don’t see a lot of New York wine here in AZ, which is a shame, as this region has it’s Finger Lakes on the pulse 
 of some truly fine German varietals – Dr Frank was one of NY’s pioneers, I’d drink his stuff in a New York minute  
’12 Healdsburg Ranches chardonnay, Appellation Series, Russian River.....................................31 

         ’12 Bodegas Jorge Ordoñez muscat alexandria, seco, Botani, Sierras de Malaga, Spain.............32 

’12 Justin chardonnay, Paso Robles...................................................................................................32 

’09 Selene sauvignon musque, Hyde Vineyard, Carneros, half bottle............................................33 

                             sauvignon musque – there’s something you don’t see every day 
’03 Pojer e Sandri müller-thurgau, Palai, Dolomiti, Trentino, Italy.............................................33 

                               müller-thurgau – there’s something you don’t see every day 
’11 Bott hárslevelü, biodynamic, Határi Vineyard, Hungary.........................................................33 

                               hárslevelu  – there’s something – wait, what? 

'04 Adobe Guadalupe zinfandel, rosé, Uriel, Valle de Guadalupe, Baja, Mexico.........................33 

                                 I’m sensing a trend here, how about you? 

’08 Terredora coda di volpe, Lacryma Cristi del Vesuvio, Campania, Italy................................33 

                                      ok, now we’re just showing off 
         NV Jasper seyval blanc, Newton, Iowa.............................................................................................33 

                                                         really? 

          ’12 Chateau Thivin gamay noir, rosé, Beaujolais, France...............................................................33 

         ’13 La Spinetta sangiovese/prugnolo gentile, rosé, Il Rosé di Casanova, Tuscany, Italy..............33 
 to close out the theme of rare thirty-threes, a pair of beautiful blushes, the first a prom queen, the latter a wallflower  
 (albeit a sexy one), and before you jump to confusing conclusions, remember – beauty is in the palate of the beholder 
’12 Banshee chardonnay, Sonoma.....................................................................................................33 

’13 Sans Liege grenache blanc, Groundwork, El Pomar District, Paso Robles............................33 

         ’12 Tooth & Nail chardonnay/gewürztraminer/muscat/viognier, Fragrant Snare, California....33 

  if you find yourself in a Conundrum as to what white blend to order, this riddle wrapped in an enigma is the answer 



VINO BLANCO   (if it’s true that blondes have more fun,                                                            
                            consider this entire page vino blondo)        
 

         ’10 Chateau Musar cinsault/obeideh, rosé, Bekaa Valley, Lebanon.............................................33 

                                     and some vino blush-o for good measure                         
’12 Novelty Hill sauvignon blanc, Columbia, Washington..............................................................33 

‘11 Edi Simčič rebula, Goriška Brda, Slovenia.................................................................................33 
’13 Lieu Dit melon, old vines, Bien Nacido Vineyard, Santa Maria...............................................33 

’06 Schellmann muskateller, Thermenregion, Austria....................................................................34 

’06 Beck weissburgunder, Gols, Burgenland, Austria.....................................................................34 

’12 Cordani malvasia di candia/ortugo/moscato passito, Oracolo, Emilia Romagna, Italy.........34 

 organic and mostly biodynamic, this co-fermented ‘baby orange’ is richly structured, thickly textured and wildly compelling 
'12 Catena chardonnay, Agrelo, Mendoza, Argentina....................................................................34 

’05 Colle dei Bardellini pigato, Riviera Ligure di Ponente, Liguria, Italy....................................35 

                        yes, you may have some of this wine, just don’t make a pigato yourself 
’10 Tablas Creek viognier/grenache blanc/marsanne/roussanne,  

                                                                        Patelin de Tablas Blanc, Paso Robles.......................35 

’13 Cristom pinot gris, Willamette, Oregon.....................................................................................35 

’08 Plageoles ondenc, organic, Gaillac, France................................................................................35 

’12 Pierre Chainier sauvignon blanc, Les Hospices, Sancerre, Loire, France..............................35 

’11 Hardesty chardonnay, biodynamic, Winnett Vineyard, Willow Creek, Humboldt...............35 

’13 Astrolabe sauvignon blanc, Marlborough, New Zealand.........................................................36 

’10 Domaine La Tour Vieille white blend, Les Canadells,  

                                                 Collioure, Languedoc-Roussillon, France.......................................36 

   LTV is known for explosive, otherworldly Banyuls, but this masterful mix of vermentino, macabeo, roussanne, and 
   grenaches blanc & gris prove they can work the umami, thoughtprovoking end of the palate spectrum equally well 
’12 Pewsey Vale riesling, dry, Eden Valley, Australia.....................................................................36 

’13 Venica & Venica pinot grigio, Jesera, Collio, Italy....................................................................36 

’10 Stasis chardonnay, Murmur Vineyard, Santa Maria.................................................................36 

’11 Selby gewürztraminer, Russian River..........................................................................................37 

 once again, Susie Selby blew me away, this time with a gorgeous gewürz much like Susie herself – a little spicy, off-dry,  
 with a restrained femininity that’s at once both friendly and serious, and did I mention gorgeous? (& it’s her first gewürz!) 

'04 Nigl gelber muskateller, Priel, Kremstal, Austria......................................................................37 

“Nigl’s wines at best have an eerie clarity that’s something between monastic and psychedelic” says importer Terry Thiese 

’12 Landmark chardonnay, Overlook, Sonoma................................................................................37 

’09 Palmina tocai friulano, Honea Vineyard, Santa Ynez Valley...................................................37 

’12 Domaine de Reuilly pinot gris, Reuilly, Loire, France..............................................................38 

   well, they aren’t saying so, but this cool Kermit Lynch selection had extended skin contact so it is lightly blushed 
   (not to be confused with ‘politely ushered’, as in out, aka the bum’s rush, which can be colorful in it’s own way) 
’07 Abbazia di Novacella kerner, Alto Adige, Italy..........................................................................38 

’12 Bründlmayer zweigelt, rosé, Langenlois, Austria......................................................................38 

            ’09 Egia Enea hondarrabi zuri zerretia, estate vineyard, Bizkaia, Txakoli, Pais Vasco, Spain..39 

 already regarded as the best wine from Txakoli, this recently won an award as the 2nd best white wine in all of Spain  
’11 Coquena torrontés, Tolombón, Salta, Argentina.......................................................................39 

 torrontés is the white compatriot to malbec in Argentina, and there are those who believe it will be the next pinot grigio  
 in US popularity; there are three strains, torrontés riojano from the high altitude Salta region, torrontés sanjuanino from 
 the San Juan area, and torrontés mendocino, most popular in Mendoza; Argentines themselves favor the riojano due to 
 it’s exhuberant floral aromatics and lively fresh acidity…for my money, Coquena takes torrontés to the next level, with   
 flavors of lemon oil, watermelon rind and wet stones, all balanced with a brace of citrus acid, sorta Chablis meets muscat 
(and when I say ‘for my money’, I realize we’re talking about your money, my point being consider this money well spent)  



      VINO BLANCO   (“this wine list is better than pornography”... 
actual guest quote that explains the sticky pages) 

 

                                   ***spotlight *** 

’12 Cass marsanne/roussanne, estate, Paso Robles.........................................................................39 

’11 Consilience roussanne, Santa Barbara.......................................................................................41 

’11 Et Fille viognier, Deux Vert Vineyard, Yamhill-Carlton District, Oregon.............................40 

’08 Bonny Doon roussanne/grenache blanc, le Cigare Blanc,  

                                                                           Beeswax Vineyard, Arroyo Seco............................42 

’03 Haan viognier, Barossa, Australia...............................................................................................43 

’09 Robléon roussanne, McGinley Vineyard, Santa Ynez..............................................................47 

’11 La Conreria d’Scala Dei grenache blanc, Les Brugueres Vineyard, Priorat, Spain.............55 

’11 JC Cellars marsanne, Stagecoach Vineyard, Napa..................................................................56 

’12 DeLille roussanne, Doyenne, Red Mountain, Washington.......................................................63 

’03 Garretson roussanne, vin doux natural, the Berwyn, Paso Robles, half bottle.......................66 

’09 Mas d’en Compte grenache blanc/picpoul/pansal, Priorat, Spain...........................................67 

’00 Clos d’Agon roussanne/marsanne/viognier, Mesa de Calonge, Costa Brava, Spain.............69 

’11 Booker roussanne/viognier/marsanne, Paso Robles..................................................................85 

’12 Tablas Creek picpoul blanc, organic, estate, Paso Robles........................................................88 

’09 Sanguis roussanne/viognier, Lotus of Siam, Santa Ynez........................................................136 

’02 Giaconda roussanne, Aeolia, Victoria, Australia....................................................................147 

’02 Kongsgaard roussanne/viognier, Napa....................................................................................180 

’04 Sine Qua Non roussanne/viognier/chardonnay,  

                               the Rejuvenators, Alban Vineyard, Edna Valley............................................475     
the actual moment I went from geek to über-geek remains up for speculation, but this whole fascination with  
     white rhône varietals, particularly those grown outside of France, is a surefire sign that mega-ultra-über-geek  
         lurks just over the horizon; these monster mouth-feel wines definitely do not put the ‘tact’ in tactile  
                 (although, conversely, I personally have been told that I put the ‘eek’ in wine geek!) 
 

            ’09 Schellmann zierfandler/rotgipfler/muskateller/traminer, Gumpoldskirchen, Austria.........39 

         ’12 Casa Silva sauvignon gris, 100 year old vines, Angostura Estate, Colchagua Valley, Chile.39 

         ’05 Palmina traminer, Alisos Vineyard, Santa Barbara.................................................................39 

’09 F Béla juhfark, biodynamic, Somló, Hungary...........................................................................39 

 juhfark is a virtually extinct varietal indigenous to Hungary redolent of dried stone fruits, mesquite honey and lanolin 

’11 Inama gargenega, Foscarino, Soave Classico, Veneto, Italy.....................................................39 

’12 Benito Ferrera greco di Tufo, organic, Campania, Italy...........................................................39 

 white wine from Italy frequently gets lumped into the ‘light, simple, nondescript’ category; the above two wines are like 
 ‘True Detective’ was to the Emmys, reason to create a new category;  fuller, rounder, complex and complete;  Inama’s  
  a winery that defies convention with every bottling, and Ferrera’s greco di Tufo amazes, it’s great-o, that’s di truth-o   

         ’11 Elizabeth Rose chardonnay/flora, Hendry/Block House Vineyards, Napa.............................39 

’12 Palliser sauvignon blanc, Martinborough, New Zealand..........................................................39 

’12 Force of Nature pinot gris, Mossfire Ranch, Paso Robles........................................................39 

’10 Masseria Li Veli verdeca/fiano minutolo, Askos, Valle d’Itria, Apulia, Italy.........................39 

 the Askos program at Li Veli focuses on ancient Apulia varietals on the verge of extinction, like this delicious, creamy 
90% verdeca, which was long ago a prominent varietal in vermouth production, bolstered with an equally rare fiano clone 
’09 Robert Foley pinot blanc, Napa...................................................................................................39 

’12 Vista Hills pinot gris, orange wine, Dundee Hills, Oregon........................................................39 

      ’12 Antoniolo nebbiolo, rosato, Gattinara, Piedmont, Italy............................................................39  

’05 Chateau de Beauregard chardonnay, Classique, Pouilly-Fuissé, France................................40 

’12 Chateau Ste Michelle/Dr Loosen riesling, Eroica, Columbia, Washington............................40 

’07 Yangarra roussanne, Beach Vineyard, McLaren Vale, Australia............................................40 

’08 D’Alfonso-Curran chardonnay, White Hills Vineyard, Santa Barbara..................................40 



VINO BLANCO   (chenin blanc for triple digits, go figure... 
                     next thing you know, Eminem will win an Oscar!) 
 

                                    ***spotlight *** 

’05 Domaine des Baumard chenin blanc, Quarts de Chaume, Loire, France, half bottle............40 

’08 Domaine des Baumard chenin blanc, Clos du Papillon, Savennières, Loire, France............66     

’05 Domaine des Baumard chenin blanc, Quarts de Chaume, Loire, France...............................74 

’03 Domaine des Baumard chenin blanc, Clos de Sainte Catherine,     

                                                                    Coteaux du Layon, Loire, France.................................75 

’05 Domaine des Baumard chenin blanc, Clos de Sainte Catherine,     

                                                                    Coteaux du Layon, Loire, France.................................82 

’00 Domaine des Baumard chenin blanc, Clos de Sainte Catherine,  

                                                                    Coteaux du Layon, Loire, France.................................88 

’97 Domaine des Baumard chenin blanc, Quarts de Chaume, Loire, France, half bottle............89 

’05 Domaine des Baumard chenin blanc, Coteaux du Layon, Loire, France...............................93 

’02 Domaine des Baumard chenin blanc, Clos de Sainte Catherine,  

                                                                    Coteaux du Layon, Loire, France...............................109 

   Baumard’s chenins are so mind-bogglingly complex that when rocket scientists are explaining conceptual theories 
     to each other, instead of them saying “hey, it ain’t rocket science”, they say “hey, it ain’t Baumard chenin” 
 

’12 Ad Libitum tempranillo blanco, Rioja, Spain...........................................................................40 

 crazy rare clonal mutation of tempranillo, the blanco is crisp, delicious, & hinky enough to pair with all kinds of cuisine 
’09 Torbreck semillon, Woodcutter’s, Barossa, Australia..............................................................40 

’11 Et Fille viognier, Deux Vert Vineyard, Yamhill-Carlton District, Oregon.............................40 

’11 Leth grüner veltliner, reserve, Steinagrund Vineyard, Wagram, Austria..............................41 

’11 Consilience roussanne, Santa Barbara.......................................................................................41 

’08 Domaine du Prieuré chardonnay, Savigny les Beaune, France...............................................41 

’08 Batič pinela, organic, Vipava Valley, Slovenia..........................................................................42 

’08 Bonny Doon roussanne/grenache blanc, le Cigare Blanc,  

                                                                           Beeswax Vineyard, Arroyo Seco............................42 

’10 Melville viognier, Verna’s Vineyard, Los Alamos.....................................................................42 

’11 Selbach-Oster riesling, Mosel, Germany....................................................................................42  

’04 Palmina malvasia, Larner Vineyard, Santa Ynez Valley..........................................................42 

’08 Jean-Marc Brocard chardonnay, les Vieilles Vignes de Saint Claire, Chablis, France.........42 

’03 Haan viognier, Barossa, Australia...............................................................................................43 

’12 Page Springs chenin blanc/gewürztraminer/malvasia, Barrio Bianca, Cornville, Arizona..43 

’11 Kaltern Caldero chardonnay, Wadleith, Södtirol, Alto Adige, Italy.......................................43 

 this is a somewhat confusing wine – it comes from Northern Italy, but tends to have more German influence than not, 
 and the mouthfeel is umami-esque, almost to the point of a dried fruit shôchû; my ex-partner Nobu-san would pair it  
 with Shiromi Carpaccio (raw Japanese whitefish ‘cooked’ by a dose of hot sesame oil laced with ginger, garlic & yuzu) 
 (and if you haven’t been to Nobuo at Teeter House in Phoenix, you are missing the best modern Asian food experience 
  in the Southwest)(and possibly the best seafood dining as well)(ask to sit at the counter and just let Nobu feed you) 

’04 Leeuwin riesling, Art Series, Margaret River, Australia.........................................................43 

’11 Burning Tree Cellars viognier, the Peddler, Melange du Rhone Vineyard, Templeton.......44 

      ’05 Palmina arneis, Honea Vineyard, Santa Ynez Valley...............................................................45 

’13 Vietti arneis, Roero, Piedmont, Italy...........................................................................................45   

  arneis has been called ‘Barolo Bianco’, but should really have the legend ‘pair me with fish’ stamped on each grape 

’11 Field Recordings chenin blanc, Jurassic Park Vineyard, Santa Ynez.....................................45 

’13 Patz & Hall chardonnay, Sonoma Coast....................................................................................45 

’05 Falesco roscetto, Ferentano, Lazio, Italy....................................................................................45 

      ’13 Dr Loosen riesling, kabinett, Blue Slate, Mosel, Germany.......................................................45 

’08 Dierberg chardonnay, Santa Maria............................................................................................45          



      VINO BLANCO  consider this list our version of Homer’s Odyssey –  
                                       if Homer was Homer Simpson 
 

'13 Heidi Schröck gelber muskateller, Rust, Neusiedlersee, Austria..............................................46 

’04 Movia ribolla/sauvignon blanc/pinot gris, Veliko, Goriška Brda, Slovenia............................46 

’12 Yves Leccia vermentino/bianco gentile, organic, Île de Beauté, Corsica, France...................46 

 with all the wild (and wildly wonderful) wines in his portfolio, Kermit Lynch doesn’t wax poetic all that much, but the  
 new-ish batch of Corsican wines in general, & Leccia’s in particular, have him waxing like a Brazilian in bikini season   
’12 Melville chardonnay, estate, Santa Rita Hills.............................................................................46 

’07 Jamek riesling, federspiel, Ried Klaus, Wachau, Austria, half bottle......................................46 

’07 Curran gewürztraminer, Santa Ynez..........................................................................................46 

         ’13 Domaine de Fontsainte grenache gris, Gris de Gris, Corbieres, France.................................46 

 we do a little thing at Ciao called “Sommelier Showdown”, where I square off periodically against other obvious winos  
(Somms, Winemakers, Chefs, random brown-baggers, I’m not picky)and offer different wine pairings to all-new menus 
created by our Chefs, all served double-blind, and the guests get to vote on their favorite pairings (surprisingly, I win a  
fair amount of the time), hilarity ensues, and so on…point is, this wine has been used for these Showdowns on half a 
dozen separate occasions by my opponents, so the stock is receding like Charlie Sheen’s hairline (not to mention career)  
’09 Robléon roussanne, McGinley Vineyard, Santa Ynez...............................................................47 

speaking of Somm Showdowns (and shameless plugs), we held one in 2012 with myself, Adam LaZarre and Jim Kopp: 
that’s right, we had a three-way (Jim, to the crowd: “when you mentioned three-way, this is not what I had in mind”); 
 Jim tied for the win by including wineries he personally represents, such as Robléon (plus, he looks good in a thong)  
’09 Russian Hill chardonnay, Gail Ann’s Vineyard, Dutton Ranch, Russian River....................48 

 and speaking of Jim Kopp, Russian Hill is another wonderful winery Jim has discovered – his track record speaks for 
  itself, as he brought us W H Smith, La Jota, Howell Mountain Winery, White Rose Vineyards and countless other  
 fabulous finds, as well as co-founding America’s best wine fest Hospice du Rhône with Mat Garretson and John Alban   
(and if Jim’s track record doesn’t speak for himself, he sure will, the man is a treasure trove of diverse conversation)  

         ’12 Marco Felluga pinot grigio, Mongris riserva, Collio, Italy.......................................................48          

         ’12 Bodegas Avancia godello, cuvee de O, Valdeorras, Galicia, Spain..........................................48 

         ’10 Lynch/Barroul roussanne/marsanne/viognier/picpoul,  

                                                   Sunflower cuvee, Côtes du Rhône, France.....................................48 

’03 Mantlerhof roter veltliner, Reisenthal Selection, Kremstal, Austria.......................................48 

roter veltliner is grüner veltliner’s earthier, thin-skinned neighbor; if grüner is a bit too effete for you, join the roter-y club 
’07 Berger gelber muskateller, Kremstal, Austria...........................................................................48 

’07 Jim Barry riesling, Lodge Hill, Clare, Australia........................................................................48 

’12 Kaltern Caldero gewürztraminer, Campaner, Södtirol, Alto Adige, Italy.............................49 

’01 Edi Simčič chardonnay, Goriška Brda, Slovenia.......................................................................49 

’01 Mas Amiel maccabeu, late-picked, Plenitude,  

                                                                 Côtes du Roussillon, France, half bottle...........................49 

what kind of word is Plenitude?  short for ‘plenty of attitude’?  meet my daughters, women of fortitude and plenitude 

’13 Wind Gap trousseau gris, Fanucchi Vineyard, Russian River................................................49 

’13 Bedrock mourvèdre, rosé, old vine, Ode to Lulu, Sonoma......................................................49 

 time (wind) gap: the Fanucchi family planted trousseau gris in their Wood Road Vineyard in 1981 (it is believed to be 
 the only US vineyard with more than a few producing trousseau gris vines), which superstar Winemaker Pax Mahle has 
 been bottling since forming Wind Gap;  not to be outdone, superstar Winemaker Morgan Twain Peterson created Lulu 
 rosé from 100% mourvèdre, most coming from a vineyard planted in 1881;  both wines have been the recipient of 
 stupendous reviews, which, given the age of the vines and pedigree of the producers, comes as little surprise (though 
 the fact you are able to buy them here for less than $50 may come as a shock to a myriad of internet wine trollers)       
'07 Heidi Schröck field blend, Vogelsang Vineyard, Rust, Neusiedlersee, Austria......................49 

’12 Bründlmayer grüner veltliner, Terrassen, Langenlois Kamptal, Austria..............................49 



VINO BLANCO (men are from marsanne, women are from viognier) 

 

’06 Marilyn Remark marsanne, Loma Pacific Vineyard, Monterey..............................................49 

’12 Alban viognier, Central Coast......................................................................................................49 

John Alban is co-founder of Hospice du Rhône, the annual Paso Robles three-day celebration of Rhône varietals,  
wacky winemakers, convivialty and general wine enlightenment…appropriately, there is now a Tipping Point brewing, 

a moment in time where something goes from underground to cult status to popularity and then well beyond, sometimes 
based on quality, sometimes on momentum, sometimes on buzz, sometimes on creating a new benchmark, and this 
time on all that, and more; the Rhône varietal explosion in California’s Central Coast appellations is a bullet train 
slicing through all pretension and assumption, destination: stardom, and John Alban is the conductor…all aboard! 

'05 Heidi Schröck furmint, Rust, Neusiedlersee, Austria...............................................................50 

  furmint is renowned for it’s role in the production of the famous Hungarian dessert wine Tokaji, but is also used to  
  make a dry wine some call “chardonnay with muscles”; we believe Heidi Schröck makes the furmint of the moment 
’12 Dr Deinhard riesling, Deidesheimer Herrgottsacker, Pfalz, Germany...................................50 

’12 Dragonette sauvignon blanc, Grassini/Vogelzang Vineyards, Happy Canyon......................50 

’11 Patrick Piuze chardonnay, Terroir Découverte, Chablis, France...........................................50 

’10 Chateau Marjosse semillon/sauvignon blanc/muscadelle, Entre-Deux-Mers, France..........50 

 lost in all the brassy buzz about red Bordeaux from vintages 2009 and 2010 is the little known fact that the 2010 
 white Bordeaux may be the best since 1982 – dense and intense, nuanced and nervy, exciting, enticing, all in balance 

         ’09 Batic pinot gris, organic, Ramato, Brajda, Viparska Dolina, Slovenia..................................50 

         ’11 Batic pinela/zelen/rebula/vitoska/klarnicka/yellow muscat, organic,  

                                                        Zaria, Vogersko Hill, Brajda, Viparska Dolina, Slovenia..............51 

        hey, kids, look, orange wine!  Slovenia leads the way in reviving this technique that dates back thousands of years, 
        leaving white grape skins intact for extended maceration, resulting in white wines that evoke qualities of dry sherry, 
        mezcal smoke, aglianico mouthfeel, and depending on the grape (or perhaps cavalcade of grapes), intense minerality 

’11 le Clos du Caillou clairette rose blend, Bouquet des Garriques, Cotes du Rhône, France..51  
 more like a junior Pape blanc, from recent CdP vineyard morphs clairette rose & grenache blanc, bold and beautiful  
                                    ***spotlight *** 

’12 Theo Minges scheurebe, Pfalz, Germany...................................................................................51 

’05 Helfrich gewürztraminer, Steinklotz grand cru, Alsace...........................................................52 

’12 Tablas Creek vermentino, organic, estate, Paso Robles............................................................53 

'09 Heidi Schröck welschriesling, Rust, Neusiedlersee, Austria.....................................................53 

'03 Margan semillon, botrytis, Hunter Valley, Australia, half bottle.............................................54 

’07 Coudoulet de Beaucastel bourboulenc blend, Côtes du Rhône, France..................................55  

’11 La Conreria d’Scala Dei grenache blanc, Les Brugueres Vineyard, Priorat, Spain.............55 

’07 JC Cellars marsanne, Stagecoach Vineyard, Napa..................................................................55 

’01 Domaine Mas Amiel grenache gris, vin doux naturel, Maury, France...................................55 

’02 Les Crêtes petite arvine, vigne Champorette, Valle d’Aosta, Italy..........................................55 

‘04 Edi Simčič rebula, Goriška Brda, Slovenia................................................................................55 

’00 R Lopez de Heredia garnacho/tempranillo/viura, rosé,  

                                                                  Gran Reserva, Tondonia, Rioja, Spain...........................55 

   pay attention, class, there’s going to be a quiz later…today’s lesson is about TEXTURE, specifically the various 
  approaches to developing wines of opulent, unctuous body; the handful of wines above stem from different varietals  
  and regions yet all share a common denominator of glycerin-laden ‘legs’ due to their richness and weight, which leads  
 us to your homework assignment, three pages on ‘does a great body start with legs?’, on my desk first thing tomorrow   

’11 Scholium Project cinsault, rosé, 140 year vines, Rhododactylus, Phillips Farm, Lodi..........55 

’10 Red Hook sauvignon blanc, reserve, Jamesport Vineyard,  

                                                  North Fork, Long Island, New York, two-thirds bottle..................55 

yeah, texture doesn’t even begin to cover the wacky winemaking of Abe Schoener, owner of Scholium Project and wine 
consultant for Red Hook; not sure if he’s more Picasso or Warhol, but he’s taken the art of experimentation to new highs  



VINO BLANCO   (hey, I’m from Chicago, of course I’m long-winded) 
{Windy City, long-winded; the pun...er, fun never stops around here} 

 

’13 Patz & Hall chardonnay, Dutton Ranch, Russian River..........................................................55 

’00 Labouré-Roi chardonnay, Meursault, France...........................................................................55 

'05 Heidi Schröck gelber muskateller/ottonel/sylvaner, Rust, Neusiedlersee, Austria................56 

’02 Grosset/Hill Smith riesling, mesh, Eden Valley, Australia.......................................................57 

’05 Clos Jean semillon/sauvignon blanc, botrytis, Loupiac, France, half bottle............................57 

 Loupiac is located across the Garonne River from Barsac – think of it as Sauternes lil’ sister, pretty, pert & precocious 
’10 Qupe roussanne, Hill One, Bien Nacido Vineyard, Santa Maria.............................................57 

’11 Krutz chardonnay, Martinelli Vineyard, Russian River..........................................................58 

’12 Selbach-Oster riesling, spätlese, ‘Ur’ Alte Reben, Zeltinger Sonnenuhr, Mosel, Germany..58  

’10 Cantine Lunae Bisoni vermentino, Etichetta Nera, Colli di Luni, Liguria, Italy...................58 

’10 Bründlmayer grüner veltliner, Terrassen, Langenlois Kamptal, Austria..............................59 

’13 Wind Gap nebbiolo/syrah/grenache, rosé, North Coast............................................................59 

’11 Maldonado chardonnay, Parr Vineyard, Sonoma.....................................................................59 

’11 Selene sauvignon musque, Hyde Vineyard, Carneros..............................................................59 

’05 Viñedos de Ithaca pedro ximenez, Odysseus, Priorat, Spain...................................................60 

’06 Schwarz grüner veltliner blend, A Lita, Andau, Austria..........................................................60 

’10 Demuth Kemos chardonnay, Demuth Vineyard, Anderson Valley..........................................60  

'06 La Sirena muscat canelli, Moscato Azul, Solari Vineyard, Calistoga......................................60 

La Sirena is Heidi Peterson Barrett's personal label; she is a winemaker consultant extraordinaire, and hubby Bo Barrett,  
winemaker at Montelena, is no slouch, either...traded war stories with the two of them after the '06 Taste of Oakville, 
where Bo informed us that the standard in Calistoga is to play 'Lunatic Bingo' with the many wackos of their street scene 
                           (and whatever do you mean, did I take it personally?) 

’11 Ken Wright chardonnay, Celilo Vineyard,  

                      Underwood Mountain, Columbia Gorge, Washington..............................................60 

’04 Coudoulet de Beaucastel bourboulenc blend, Côtes du Rhône, France..................................61  

’07 Burge Family semillon, Olive Hill, Barossa, Australia..............................................................61 

’03 J Hofstätter gewürztraminer, Kolbenhof Vineyard, Alto Adige, Italy....................................61 

                yes, it’s single vineyard gewürztraminer from Italy, and no, I don’t know when to quit 
’01 Hexamer riesling, hochgewächs, Rheingrafenberg, Meddersheimer, Naha, Germany.........62 

 no, the German wine terms aren’t confusing enough, hence hochgewächs, a QbA of reserve quality (not a wizard school) 
’12 DeLille roussanne, Doyenne, Red Mountain, Washington.......................................................63 

’07 l’Oustal Blanc grenache gris/maccabeu, Naïck, Minervois, France........................................63 

’11 Zepaltas chardonnay, Babushka, Keefer Ranch, Russian River.............................................64 

’09 Tablas Creek roussanne/grenache blanc/picpoul blanc,  

                                                                    Esprit de Beaucastel Blanc, Paso Robles......................64 

'05 Varner chardonnay, organic, Bee Block, Spring Ridge Vineyard, Santa Cruz Mountains....64 

’12 Bründlmayer grüner veltliner, Berg Vogelsang, Langenlois Kamptal, Austria....................65 

’08 Miner marsanne, La Diligence, Stagecoach Vineyard, Napa...................................................65 

       and if you’ve done your due La Diligence, you know how great the marsanne is from Stagecoach Vineyard 
’12 Domaine Costal chardonnay, organic, Les Truffières, Chablis, France.................................65 

’11 Domaine Costal chardonnay, organic, Vaillons, Chablis, France............................................66 

 a holy moley triumvirate collaboration between renowned Importer Kermit Lynch, the Collet family from Chablis standout 
 Domaine Jean Collet, and Chablis Superduperstar Bernard Raveneau, offering up a pair of cheeky-chic Chablis; the first  
 from a single vineyard that has been dubbed ‘truffles’ because, elusive as it may be, theres a hint of black truffle on the  
 nose to go with the lime zest & sea shells, the other from the Premier Cru Vaillons, known for fossil-y Kimmeridgean soil     
’09 Clos Sainte Magdeleine marsanne/ugni blanc/clairette/bourboulenc, 

                                                                          biodynamic, Cassis, Provence, France....................66 

     so as long as we’re talking about Kermit Lynch, check this out – he’s bringing in table wines from Cassis! 



VINO BLANCO  ”gewürztraminer?  why, I hardly knew her!” 
 

                                    ***spotlight *** 

’06 Zind-Humbrecht gewürztraminer, Turckheim, Alsace............................................................66 

’02 Zind-Humbrecht pinot gris, Clos Jebsal, Alsace, half bottle.....................................................77 

’04 Zind-Humbrecht pinot gris, Clos Jebsal, Alsace, half bottle...................................................107 

’06 Zind-Humbrecht pinot gris, Clos Windsbuhl, Alsace.............................................................112 

’04 Zind-Humbrecht riesling, Clos Windsbuhl, Alsace, half bottle..............................................119 

’06 Zind-Humbrecht gewürztraminer, Clos Windsbuhl, Alsace.................................................122 

’06 Zind-Humbrecht pinot gris, Clos Saint Urbain, Rangen grand cru, Alsace........................135 

’06 Zind-Humbrecht riesling, Clos Saint Urbain, Rangen grand cru, Alsace............................160 

’99 Zind-Humbrecht gewürztraminer, Clos Saint Urbain, Rangen grand cru, Alsace.............195 

Alsace is now part of France, was once part of Germany, and might as well be part of Switzerland because they have  
their own odd ways of language and custom that make them stand alone; their wines, for example, can rival the finest 
  Montrachets in terms of complexity and ageability, yet have uniquely individual flavor profiles unmatched anywhere; 
     especially intriguing are the multiple bottlings of Z-H, which can total 30 different entities any given year;  
  Olivier Humbrecht is a firm practitioner of ultra-low yields, biodynamic farming, late harvesting and soft pressings,  
resulting in multi-layered wines of extraordinary quality, superlative balance, deep concentration and shimmering purity  

 

’08 Tyler chardonnay, Zotovich Family Vineyard, Santa Rita Hills.............................................66 

’08 Domaine des Baumard chenin blanc, Clos du Papillon, Savennières, Loire, France............66     

’09 Rafael Palacios godello, As Sortes, Valdeorras, Spain..............................................................66 

’02 Tablas Creek vermentino, estate, Paso Robles..........................................................................66 

’12 Von Winning riesling, Paradiesgarten, Deidesheim, Pfalz, Germany.....................................66 

’03 Garretson roussanne, vin doux natural, the Berwyn, Paso Robles, half bottle.......................66 

’09 Melville chardonnay, unoaked, Clone 76 Inox, Santa Rita Hills..............................................66 

’12 Rivers Marie chardonnay, Sonoma Coast..................................................................................67 

’05 Edi Simčič chardonnay, Kozana Vineyard, Goriška Brda, Slovenia.......................................67 
’10 Tenuta delle Terre Nere white blend, organic, Le Vigne Niche, Mount Etna, Sicily, Italy...67 

 volcano wine!  Mount Etna, Europe’s most active volcano, is, ironically, erupting as I write this (October 25, 2013); 
 the wine is mostly local old vine carricante, with smatterings of grecanico, minnella, catarratto & inzolia; you’ll lava it   
’10 Henri Brunier clairette blend, Vieux Télégraphe,  

                                                Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Rhône, France, half bottle...........................67 

’09 Mas d’en Compte grenache blanc/picpoul/pansal, Priorat, Spain...........................................67 

 extreme old vine grenache blanc (vines ranging 50 – 100 years) grown sustainably and mixed with the rare Rhône  
 varietal picpoul blanc and the somewhat rarer still Spanish varietal pansal (itself an obscure clone of xarel-lo), this 
 wine is typical of the superb terroir-driven wines of Eric Solomon’s European Cellars (his motto: place over process)  
’01 Vittorio Puiatti bianca da pinot nero, Oltre, Venezia Giulia, Italy..........................................68 

the Puiattis honor their founder, the late Vittorio, with a trio of wood-free pinot nero; a regular red, a sparkling, and this,  
a white wine from pinot noir that is either a product of severe manipulation or one of those funky reverse mutation in the 
vineyard deals, I can never get a straight answer from Giovanni Piuatti (hey, the guy wears red pants, who can trust that?) 
’12 Jones Family Vineyards sauvignon blanc, organic, Napa........................................................69 

  David Abreu manages the vineyard, Thomas Rivers Brown makes the wine, good luck keeping up with the Joneses 
’00 Clos d’Agon roussanne/marsanne/viognier, Mesa de Calonge, Costa Brava, Spain.............69 

               you don't have to be Brava to try this, Spain does white rhone varietals as well as anyone 
’10 Walter Hansel chardonnay, North Slope Vineyard, Russian River.......................................69 

 not to be confused with Hanzell wines, the Hansel pinots and chards constantly over-deliver, they’re Gretel … er, great 
’07 Domaine Michel Lafarge aligote, Raisins Dorés, Bourgogne, France.....................................69 

'11 Müller-Catoir riesling, kabinett, Mussbacher Eselshaut, Pfalz, Germany..............................69 

’07 Salomon grüner veltliner, Lindberg reserve, Kremstal, Austria..............................................70 

’05 Domaine Delarche chardonnay, En Caradeux, Pernand-Vergelesses, France.......................70 



VINO BLANCO     this list mirrors my philosophy of  
                  everything in moderation - except moderation    
 

’07 Jermann chardonnay, Were Dreams, Venezia Giuli, Italy.......................................................71 

’12 Peay chardonnay, Sonoma Coast.................................................................................................71 

’09 Prophet’s Rock pinot gris, Bendigo/Pisa Vineyards, Central Otago, New Zealand...............71 

   we couldn’t figure out how to bring the mountain to Mohammed, so instead we bring the Prophet’s Rock to you 
‘12 G D Vajra riesling, Pètracine, Langhe, Piedmont, Italy............................................................72 

   I lost a Somm Showdown this summer to the silky-haired, silver-tongued salesman extraordinaire Sam Holder of  
 Giuliana Imports because of this fantastic find, the first Piedmont riesling I’ve ever tried (mostly from Barolo vines!) 
’09 Evening Land chardonnay, Auxey-Duresses, France...............................................................72 

’10 Alban roussanne, Alban Estate Vineyard, Edna Valley...........................................................72 

’09 Solomon Hills Vineyard chardonnay, estate, Santa Maria.......................................................73 

’04 Gini garganega, Salvarenza, La Fosca Vineyard, Soave Classico, Veneto, Italy....................73 

                  this is definitely one of those times you want the Gini OUT of the bottle, folks 
’05 Bründlmayer gelber muskateller, Langenlois Kamptal, Austria.............................................73 

’02 Bründlmayer gelber muskateller, Langenlois Kamptal, Austria.............................................74 

   I've been called one brick shy of a load and one step left of crazy, but never one muskateller short of a candy bar 
’10 Captûre chardonnay, Tin Cross Vineyard, Alexander Valley..................................................74 

’05 Domaine des Baumard chenin blanc, Quarts de Chaume, Loire, France...............................74 

’11 Veyder-Malberg grüner veltliner, Kreutles Vineyard, Loibenberg, Wachau, Austria..........74 

Veyder-Malberg is all about nosebleed elevation, old vines, organic hands-on farming, tradition in concert with innovation  
’12 Domaine Tempier mourvèdre blend, rosé, Bandol, France.....................................................74 

’13 Domaine Tempier mourvèdre blend, rosé, Bandol, France.....................................................75 

following the Tempier tasting at Hospice du Rhône, winemaker Mick Unti remarked “I like a rosé that’s got some stones”;  
I’m pretty sure he wasn’t referring to excessive minerality, but rather this wine’s extreme, shall we say, masculine nature 
’11 Hirsch riesling, reserve, Gaisberg Vineyard, Zöbing, Kamptal, Austria, half bottle.............75 

’12 Wind Gap chardonnay, James Berry Vineyard, Paso Robles.................................................75 

’03 Domaine des Baumard chenin blanc, Clos de Sainte Catherine,     

                                                                    Coteaux du Layon, Loire, France.................................75 

’05 Linne Calodo roussanne/viognier, the Contrarian, Paso Robles.............................................76 

     Matt Trevisan throws a stellar white rhone blend in the mix with his amazing lineup of red rhone/zin blends 
’13 Rochioli sauvignon blanc, Russian River...................................................................................76 

’99 Classic McLaren chardonnay, La Testa Vineyard, McLaren Vale, Australia.......................77 

’02 Zind-Humbrecht pinot gris, Clos Jebsal, Alsace, half bottle.....................................................77 

‘99 François Villard viognier, Quintessence, Condrieu, France, half bottle..................................77 

'01 Josmeyer pinot auxerrois, H vieilles vignes, Alsace...................................................................77 

’09 Frederic Magnien chardonnay, les Forets, Chablis, France.....................................................77 

’09 Suavia garganega, Le Rive Vineyard, Soave Classico, Veneto, Italy.......................................77 

’05 Rafael Palacios godello, As Sortes, Valdeorras, Spain.............................................................77 

’06 Dettori vermentino, Sardinia, Italy.............................................................................................78 

’08 Arietta sauvignon blanc/semillon, White Keys, Sonoma Mountain/Carneros........................78 

  word on the street is the Black Keys and the White Stripes are feuding – ebony, ivory, whatever, if they’d just sit 
 their rock ‘n roll derrieres down and talk it out over a bottle of White Keys, I’m positive they could strike an a chord 

’11 Sanguis roussanne/chardonnay/viognier, unfiltered, Incandescent, Santa Barbara.............79 

’09 Stonestreet chardonnay, Bear Point Vineyard, Alexander Mountain, Sonoma....................80  

’11 Quintarelli saorin blend, Ca’ del Merlo, Veneto, Italy.............................................................81 

 rare bianco secco from Quintarelli, saorin (‘flavor’ in Veronese) blended with garganega, trebbiano toscano, chard & sb  
’11 Sanguis chardonnay/roussanne/viognier, Out of Line, Central Coast....................................82 

’05 Domaine des Baumard chenin blanc, Clos de Sainte Catherine,     

                                                                    Coteaux du Layon, Loire, France.................................82 



VINO BLANCO  continued 

(don’t fire ‘til you see the whites of their wines)   

 

’06 Hirtzberger grauburgunder, smaragd, Pluris, Wachau, Austria............................................84 

’11 O’Shaughnessy chardonnay, Oakville........................................................................................85 

’11 Booker roussanne/viognier/marsanne, Paso Robles..................................................................85 

      ’02 Chateau Nairac semillon/sauvignon blanc, Barsac, France.....................................................86 

   Barsac is similar to Sauternes, but a bit less cultured, a touch more feral, resin-ating sweetness with fullblown fruit  
’12 Tor chardonnay, Hudson Vineyard, Napa................................................................................86 

’10 Ulises Valdez chardonnay, El Diablo Vineyard, Russian River...............................................86 

’02 Giaconda chardonnay/roussanne, Nantua Les Deux, Victoria, Australia..............................87 

’10 Bonny Doon roussanne/grenache blanc, Le Cigare Volant, reserve,  

                                                             biodynamic, Beeswax Vineyard, Arroyo Seco....................87 

 a true reserve, aged 18 months en bonbonne (large glass demijohns)behind a black curtain, resulting in a wine full of 
 sensual energy – vibrantly fresh yet savory, cloudy to the eye, bright on the palate, brimming with umami & mystery  
’12 Tablas Creek picpoul blanc, organic, estate, Paso Robles........................................................88 

   supposedly, picpoul means lip stinger  in French, and don't ask why, it's none of your beeswax (segue much?) 
’00 Domaine des Baumard chenin blanc, Clos de Sainte Catherine,  

                                                                    Coteaux du Layon, Loire, France.................................88 

’10 Ramey chardonnay, Ritchie Vineyard, Russian River..............................................................88 

’98 Georg Breuer riesling, Montosa, Rheingau, Germany.............................................................88 

’06 Hirtzberger grüner veltliner, smaragd, Rotes Tor, Wachau, Austria.....................................88 

’08 Sanguis roussanne/malvasia bianca/viognier, Ramshackle and Threadbare, Santa Ynez....88 

    owner/winemaker Matthias Pippig scored a one year deal on some fabulous malvasia and crafted this unique gem, 
 sort of Quintarelli meets Sine Qua Non, at once both lush and mysterious, and a sure sign that Sanguis is one to watch 

’97 Domaine des Baumard chenin blanc, Quarts de Chaume, Loire, France, half bottle............89 

’10 Domaine Serene chardonnay, Evenstad reserve, Dundee Hills................................................89 

’08 Brogan sauvignon blanc, reserve, Alexander Valley.................................................................89 

’10 Booker roussanne/viognier, Paso Robles....................................................................................90 

’95 Domaine Cauhapé petite manseng, sec, Noblesse du Temps,  

                                                                                  Jurançon, France, half bottle............................90 

’11 Lewis chardonnay, Napa..............................................................................................................90 

’10 Peay chardonnay, estate, Sonoma Coast.....................................................................................91 

  winemaker Vanessa Wong can do no wrong, it seems, with yet another stunning chardonnay, one that combines the  
  hedonism of Chassagne-Montrachet with the minerality of Rias Baixas – guess that stint at Peter Michael paid off  
MV Toro Albala pedro ximénez, viejisimo solera 1922, Electrico, 

                            dry finish old amontillado, non-fortified, Montilla-Moriles, Spain...................92 
who the hell knows where to put this on a list, it’s from a white grape, so I put it here, but it sure isn’t white; 
truly eerie stuff, made like sherry but not fortified and finished totally dry; for card-carrying wine geeks only; 

imagine the essence of sherry with no sugar, honed down weightwise, with an ancient madeira-like finish, 
or imagine falling down a rabbit hole and having a tea party for all I care; it’s wild, it’s jabberwocky, no refunds! 

’05 Meroi picolit, Colli Orientali del Friuli, Italy, two-thirds bottle................................................92 

'10 Mount Eden Vineyards chardonnay, estate, Santa Cruz Mountains......................................92 

’06 Rudi Pichler grüner veltliner, smaragd, Kollmütz Vineyard,  

                                                                          Wösendorf,  Wachau, Austria..................................92 

  Rudi P is the Pichler of the litter when it comes to no-comprimise, exotic Austrian wines using wild natural yeasts 
‘04 Brewer Clifton chardonnay, Rancho Santa Rosa, Santa Rita Hills.........................................93 

’05 Domaine des Baumard chenin blanc, Coteaux du Layon, Loire, France...............................93 

’11 Yves Boyer-Martenot chardonnay, Meursault, France............................................................94 

’11 Domaine Tempier mourvèdre blend, rosé, Bandol, France.....................................................95 

’04 Brewer Clifton chardonnay, Mount Carmel, Santa Rita Hills..................................................95 



VINO BLANCO   (hey, it’s after Labor Day, it’s safe to drink white) 

 

’10 Sanguis chardonnay/roussanne/viognier, Out of Line, Central Coast....................................96 

’99 Schwarz zweigelt rosé, ‘the Butcher’, Andau, Austria, half bottle..........................................96 

’01 Giaconda chardonnay/roussanne, Nantua Les Deux, Victoria, Australia..............................96 

 don’t let the swans on the label fool you, they’re the only graceful thing going on with this quite rare Aussie white -  
   it’s not just huge, it’s supersized! how much so? coming soon to a theatre near you, Godzilla versus Giaconda!  
’90 Kalin chardonnay, cuvee CH, Charles Heintz Vineyard, Sonoma Coast................................96 

’06 Littorai chardonnay, Charles Heintz Vineyard, Sonoma Coast..............................................96 

’07 Littorai chardonnay, Charles Heintz Vineyard, Sonoma Coast..............................................97 

                                    don't look now, but we're only 54 short! 
’08 Domaine de Marcoux roussanne/bourboulenc, Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Rhône, France.......97 

’95 Georg Breuer riesling, auslese, Bischofsberg, Rheingau, Germany.......................................97 

’11 Kosta Browne chardonnay, One Sixteen, Russian River.........................................................98 

‘10 Sandhi chardonnay, Ritas Crown, Santa Rita Hills..................................................................98 

‘03 Clos Mimi blanc de noirs, Etiquette Rosé, late harvest, Paso Robles.....................................99 

AKA Freak of Nature, as an extended discussion with winemaker Tim Spear about this one-of-a-kind blush syrah 
proved only that he is as confused by it as I am (for his notes on it’s genesis, log onto closmimi.com); 

somehow, even though it was picked at ultra-high sugars, it fermented out dry and achieved 19% alcohol! yowza! 
’08 Booker roussanne/viognier, Paso Robles....................................................................................99 

’07 Hiedler weissburgunder, Maximum, Kamptal, Austria, double bottle....................................99 

'00 Guigal marsanne/roussanne, Hermitage, Rhône, France.........................................................99 

’12 Bründlmayer grüner veltliner, reserve, Alte Reben, Langenlois Kamptal, Austria..............99 

‘05 Brewer Clifton chardonnay, Sweeney Canyon, Santa Rita Hills............................................100 

’02 Dry River riesling, late harvest, Martinborough, New Zealand.............................................100  

’11 Aubert chardonnay, Carneros...................................................................................................103 

’01 Petaluma chardonnay, Tiers, Piccadilly Valley, Australia......................................................104 

                our pal, master sommelier Damon Ornowski, says this wine is so good it brings him to tiers 
’06 Giaconda chardonnay, Victoria, Australia...............................................................................105 

’03 M Chapoutier marsanne, Chante Alouette, Hermitage, Rhône, France...............................105 

      ”white Hermitage is the first wine in the world without a single exception”   Thomas Jefferson, late 1700s 
 not sure whose Hermitage TJ was referring to, but the belief that marsanne is not only best expressed in Hermitage,  
but that it may be one of the finest wines anywhere, is more widespread than just the pages of this list, and Chapoutier 
 is to Hermitage blanc as Chante Alouette is to catchy children’s songs, the prime example, well worth chanting about 
‘10 Page Springs riesling, Pergola Dried, Graham County, Arizona, half bottle........................106 

 Eric Glomski, the wunderkind winemaker at Page Springs Cellars, dried these riesling grapes on straw mats a la passito 
 and then proceeded to use this wine to beat me at our first Somm Showdown with an AZ winemaker – we also teamed  
 up with Eric that week to throw our first Barrel Tasting at Kazbar, and both events were such a gas, they may become 
 an annual tradition here at the Stetson compound (next time, trying to get Jeff Smedstad from Elote Café to join in) 
(which we actually did in 2014 on Cinco de Mayo! Jeff was brilliant…if ever in Sedona, do not miss Elote, it’s an icon)   
’04 Brewer Clifton chardonnay, Melville Vineyard, Santa Rita Hills.........................................107 

’05 Schwarz grüner veltliner/chardonnay, Andau, Austria..........................................................107 

’04 Zind-Humbrecht pinot gris, Clos Jebsal, Alsace, half bottle...................................................107 

’11 Bründlmayer grüner veltliner, reserve, Alte Reben, Langenlois Kamptal, Austria............107 

’10 Sanguis roussanne/viognier/marsanne/chardonnay,  

                                 Postcard from Morocco, Watch Hill Vineyard, Los Alamos.......................108 

                            I actually received a postcard from Morocco once; it said 
                 ‘this place is dreadful, hot, sticky, smelly, overall just gross – wish you were here’ 
’02 Domaine des Baumard chenin blanc, Clos de Sainte Catherine,  

                                                                    Coteaux de Layon, Loire, France................................109 

 



 
 

VINO BLANCO   (actually, these are golden-hued, like my intentions) 
 
 

                                    ***spotlight *** 

’02 Kracher muskat ottonel, #4, trockenbeerenauslese, Zwischen Den Seen,  

                            Lake Neusiedl, Weinlaubenhof, Burgenland, Austria, half bottle....................110 

’05 Kracher zweigelt, rosé, #1, trockenbeerenauslese, Nouvelle Vague,  

                               Lake Neusiedl, Weinlaubenhof, Burgenland, Austria, half bottle.................121 

’01 Kracher muskat ottonel, #2, trockenbeerenauslese, Zwischen Den Seen,  

                            Lake Neusiedl, Weinlaubenhof, Burgenland, Austria, half bottle....................135 

’97 Kracher bouvier, #2, beerenauslese, Zwischen Den Seen,  

                            Lake Neusiedl, Weinlaubenhof, Burgenland, Austria, half bottle....................137 

’05 Kracher scheurebe, #9, trockenbeerenauslese, Zwischen Den Seen,  

                             Lake Neusiedl, Weinlaubenhof, Burgenland, Austria, half bottle...................139 

’04 Kracher traminer, #8, trockenbeerenauslese, Nouvelle Vague, 

                            Lake Neusiedl, Weinlaubenhof, Burgenland, Austria, half bottle....................144 

’00 Kracher traminer, #1, trockenbeerenauslese, Nouvelle Vague,  

                            Lake Neusiedl, Weinlaubenhof, Burgenland, Austria, half bottle....................150 

’02 Kracher chardonnay, #9, trockenbeerenauslese, Nouvelle Vague,  

                           Lake Neusiedl, Weinlaubenhof, Burgenland, Austria, half bottle.....................155 

’98 Kracher zweigelt, rosé, #1, trockenbeerenauslese, Nouvelle Vague,  

                               Lake Neusiedl, Weinlaubenhof, Burgenland, Austria, half bottle.................160 

’02 Kracher welschriesling, #11, trockenbeerenauslese, Nouvelle Vague,  

                           Lake Neusiedl, Weinlaubenhof, Burgenland, Austria, half bottle.....................165 

’96 Kracher bouvier/muskat ottonel, #2, trockenbeerenauslese, Zwischen Den Seen,  

                            Lake Neusiedl, Weinlaubenhof, Burgenland, Austria, half bottle....................180 

’01 Kracher chardonnay, #7, trockenbeerenauslese, Nouvelle Vague,  

                           Lake Neusiedl, Weinlaubenhof, Burgenland, Austria, half bottle.....................184 

’02 Kracher scheurebe/welschriesling, #12, trockenbeerenauslese, Zwischen Den Seen,  

                         Lake Neusiedl, Weinlaubenhof, Burgenland, Austria, half bottle.......................199 

’01 Kracher scheurebe, #9, trockenbeerenauslese, Zwischen Den Seen,  

                         Lake Neusiedl, Weinlaubenhof, Burgenland, Austria, half bottle.......................205 

’98 Kracher traminer, #8, trockenbeerenauslese, Nouvelle Vague,  

                            Lake Neusiedl, Weinlaubenhof, Burgenland, Austria, half bottle....................225 

Alois Kracher likes to call himself ‘a simple farmer’, but most consider him the grand poobah of Austrian dessert wines  
      (and quite possibly all dessert wines); at the ‘03 Vin DiVino Chicago Tasting, I had the chance to sit in on a spectacular      
      seminar featuring the impish Mr Kracher and his wines, and if he’s a simple farmer, then this is the world’s most logical  
      wine list; another winemaker on the seminar panel, Rolf Binder (himself a transplanted Austrian), had the misfortune of  
       putting his tawny port up against some of these superb stickies, and when I mentioned to him it showed fairly well, he  
      spouted an epithat unprintable here, so I’ll paraphrase … ”I felt a bit like a baboon standing in a dress shop” {or try this,  
      me at a Mensa meeting}, his way of saying these wines rock the house; the #1, #2, etc, refers to level of concentration,  
      as a typical Kracher vintage will have a dozen bottlings, and the higher the number, the greater the opulence; the Nouvelle  
      Vague wines have seen new oak, relatively new world, the Zwischen Den Seen virtually no oak, old school;  finally, I heard     
      Alois’ name pronounced so many different ways, I think he’ll answer to anything from Al to Hey You, but I simply call him  
      Allah, as his wines are tantamount to a religious experience (and, while they may thickly coat it, they don’t stain the glass) 

{sadly, Alois passed away in November of 2007; lucky for us, the legacy of his wines lives on…prosit, old friend} 
 

 

 

 



VINO BLANCO       sure, the list is out of control, but in a world  
            where young teens go from Hello Kitty to “hello, sailor”  
       at the drop of a thong, this list is the least of your problems 
 

’09 Louis Latour chardonnay, Sous le Puits, Puligny-Montrachet, France.................................110 

’10 Aubert chardonnay, Sonoma Coast..........................................................................................110 

‘03 Brewer Clifton chardonnay, Ashley’s Vineyard, Santa Rita Hills.........................................110 

  this wine list may not give 110%, but it contains scads of great wines that do (some of which cost correspondingly) 

’10 Guigal marsanne/roussanne, Lieu-Dit, Saint Joseph, Rhône, France...................................111 

 there resides an amazing creature somewhere in the OC who, on a scale of 1 to 10, rates 111 – this is her favorite wine 
’77 Loiben grüner veltliner, Loibner Schütt, Wachau, Austria, (damaged label).......................111 

           don’t let the phrase ‘damaged label’ scare you off, we only buy from highly reliable sources; 
               trusting the quality of this wine should be an open and Loibner Schütt case for you 

'98 Mount Eden Vineyards chardonnay, estate, Santa Cruz Mountains.....................................111 

’06 Zind-Humbrecht pinot gris, Clos Windsbuhl, Alsace.............................................................112 

’03 Alban roussanne, Alban Estate Vineyard, Edna Valley.........................................................113 

  we were able to sit down for a long, lavish lunch with John and Lorraine Alban at Cowboy Ciao this spring, and to 
  say it was a highlight is to say Kelly Osborne’s hair has those, IE it was extravagantly memorable; a dozen wines 
  and countless anecdotes later, I asked John “why all the innovation, the dice-rolling on Rhône varietals, the focus 
  on farming?”  to which he sagely replied; “to rely on a safety net is to lock in mediocrity; the magic of wine is just 
  that, it’s in the magic; science just gets in the way” yeah, I don’t imagine much ever gets in the way of John Alban 
’12 Antica Terra chardonnay, Willamette, Oregon.......................................................................114 

‘06 Chasseur chardonnay, Lorenzo Vineyard, Russian River......................................................115 

’06 Nikolaihof grüner veltliner, smaragd, Im Weingebirge, Wachau, Austria...........................117 

’07 Alzinger grüner veltliner, smaragd, Steinertal Vineyard, Wachau, Austria........................118 

        Alzinger is all zinger when it comes to grüner veltliner, especially this racy single vineyard superstar 
’11 Henri Brunier clairette blend, Vieux Télégraphe,  

                                                            Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Rhône, France................................118 

’04 Zind-Humbrecht riesling, Clos Windsbuhl, Alsace, half bottle...............................................119 

’05 Kracher zweigelt, rosé, #1, trockenbeerenauslese, Nouvelle Vague,  

                               Lake Neusiedl, Weinlaubenhof, Burgenland, Austria, half bottle.................121 

’06 Zind-Humbrecht gewürztraminer, Clos Windsbuhl, Alsace..................................................122 

   Clos Windsbuhl is usually the raciest, most forward cru for Z-H (all it’s missing is the fishnets and stiletto heels) 

’89 Kuentz-Bas riesling, vendange tardive, cuvée Caroline reserve, Alsace, half bottle.............124 

’00 Williams Selyem chardonnay, Ferrington/Flax Vineyards, North Coast..............................125 

                     one of the last chardonnays from W-S produced by Bert Williams 
’12 Aubert chardonnay, Hyde Vineyard, Carneros………...........................................................125 

’11 Bründlmayer grüner veltliner, Spiegel, Langenlois Kamptal, Austria..................................125 

’09 Olivier Leflaive chardonnay, Meursault, France.....................................................................126 

’01 M Chapoutier marsanne, Chante Alouette, Hermitage, Rhône, France...............................126 

 
 
 
 
 
space…the final frontier, especially when I have to make a last minute edit and it eliminates a whole paragraph 
 
 



VINO BLANCO   (question: if I’m not feeling particularly friendly, 
                            does that make this anti-social commentary?) 

 

                                      ***spotlight *** 

'06 Paul Hobbs chardonnay, Richard Dinner Vineyard, Sonoma Mountain..............................127 

’04 Paul Hobbs chardonnay, cuvee Agustina,  

                                                  Richard Dinner Vineyard, Sonoma Mountain.............................190 

’03 Paul Hobbs chardonnay, cuvee Agustina,  

                                                  Richard Dinner Vineyard, Sonoma Mountain.............................200 

’02 Paul Hobbs chardonnay, cuvee Agustina,  

                                                  Richard Dinner Vineyard, Sonoma Mountain.............................210 

’98 Paul Hobbs chardonnay, cuvee Agustina,  

                                                  Richard Dinner Vineyard, Sonoma Mountain.............................226 

Paul Hobbs’ favorite chardonnay spot, the Dinner Vineyard used to be a sheep ranch, but the wildly overgrown local 
population of coyotes and wildcats convinced the owners that grapes might be the way to go; best barrel every year 
gets bottled with the cuvee Agustina designation, and for all you day drinkers out there (we know who we are), 

just cause it says Dinner Vineyard is no reason not to pop one at lunch, or brunch, or hair of the coyote – er, dog 
{storytime – Paul hosted a wine dinner in the barrel room at Kazbar many moons ago and was accompanied by his 

lovely daughter Agustina, who at the time may have been a tad underage (and by tad, I mean tadpole), but they start 
‘em young in Mendoza; she continually passed on the whites, her response: “the reds hold more interest for me” 

                                     ***spotlight *** 

'05 Walker Station chardonnay, estate, Green Valley, Russian River........................................133 

'04 Walker Station chardonnay, estate, Green Valley, Russian River........................................145 

'03 Walker Station chardonnay, estate, Green Valley, Russian River........................................155 

'00 Walker Station chardonnay, estate, Green Valley, Russian River........................................175 

 speaking of spectacular chardonnay from Paul Hobbs, here’s another; Paul somehow convinced owner Harry Walker to  
send one case of his tiny production to Arizona annually because, in Paul's words, "it needs to be on Cowboy Ciao's list" 
 

’05 Chateau Smith Haut Lafitte sauvignon blanc/semillon/sauvignon gris,  

                                                                                    grand cru, Pessac-Léognan, France............133 

    if Haut Brion blanc is the mother lode of white Bordeaux, then this is the mother something-or-other – wow! 
’05 Kabaj rebula/ravan/fromenteau, Amfora, Goriška Brda, Slovenia......................................134 

 speaking of wow, French Winemaker Jean-Michel Morel used the ancient Georgian technique of burying wine in clay 
  vessels (amphorae) for an extended time (not to mention extended maceration), resulting in a wildly unique wine –  
  try to imagine a hypothetical blending of fino sherry and daiginjo sake with a dash of sotol and caramel gastrique –  
  put it this way, this wine left Adam LaZarre speechless! (the first – and only – time I’ve witnessed that marvel) 

’09 Antica Terra chardonnay, Willamette, Oregon.......................................................................134 

’01 Kracher muskat ottonel, #2, trockenbeerenauslese, Zwischen Den Seen,  

                             Lake Neusiedl, Weinlaubenhof, Burgenland, Austria, half bottle....................135 

’06 Zind-Humbrecht pinot gris, Clos Saint Urban, Rangen grand cru, Alsace..........................135 

’06 Arietta sauvignon blanc/semillon, White Keys, Sonoma Mountain/Carneros......................135 

’09 Sanguis roussanne/viognier, Lotus of Siam, Santa Ynez........................................................136 

’12 Bergstrom chardonnay, Sigrid, Willamette, Oregon..............................................................136 

 is there a better chardonnay made in Oregon?  not that we’ve tasted; this is a big league effort worthy of all-star status 
’97 Kracher bouvier, #2, beerenauslese, Zwischen Den Seen,  

                             Lake Neusiedl, Weinlaubenhof, Burgenland, Austria, half bottle....................137 

’10 Jean-Philippe Fichet chardonnay, Les Gruyaches, Meursault, France.................................137 

’99 Schwarz grüner veltliner/chardonnay, Andau, Austria..........................................................137 

from the one-good-turn-deserves-an-explanation department: I turned Doug Brockert, wine salesman extraordinaire, 
on to this supernatural one-of-a-kind Kracher/Krankl collaboration white, and he sent me a dozen really sharp knives, 
ostensibly to work on my new career with the circus (say, can you put this apple on your head and stand over there?) 



VINO BLANCO   (Rumplestiltskin would have won that bet 
                  had he changed his name to Trockenbeerenauslese) 

 

’05 Kracher scheurebe, #9, trockenbeerenauslese, Zwischen Den Seen,  

                             Lake Neusiedl, Weinlaubenhof, Burgenland, Austria, half bottle...................139 

’11 Sanguis chardonnay, Loner, W11-A, John Sebatiano Vineyard, Santa Rita Hills...............139 

’11 Sanguis chardonnay, Loner, W11-B, Bien Nacido Vineyard, Santa Maria..........................140 

 winemaker Mattias Pippig calls Sanguis his “Maximalist project” where anything goes, from blending wild varietal mixes 
 to barrel experimentation & naming each wine individually, whereas the Loner designated wines are the just the opposite, 
 no use of new oak, stripped down, single varietal, single vineyard, expressions of purity and grace, almost sake-esque 
’09 Maison Roche de Bellene chardonnay, Puligny-Montrachet, France...................................140 

’11 Veyder-Malberg riesling, Bruck Vineyard, Viessling, Wachau, Austria..............................140 

                                    ***spotlight *** 

’11 Chateau de Beaucastel roussanne blend, Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Rhône, France...............140 

’10 Chateau de Beaucastel roussanne blend, Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Rhône, France...............167 

’07 Chateau de Beaucastel roussanne blend, Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Rhône, France...............185 

’04 Chateau de Beaucastel roussanne blend, Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Rhône, France...............199 

’95 Chateau de Beaucastel roussanne blend, Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Rhône, France...............280 

’94 Chateau de Beaucastel roussanne blend, Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Rhône, France...............290 

’99 Chateau de Beaucastel roussanne blend, Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Rhône, France...............300 

’09 Chateau de Beaucastel roussanne, vielle vignes reserve,  

                                                               Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Rhône, France............................375 

’03 Chateau de Beaucastel roussanne, vielle vignes reserve,  

                                                               Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Rhône, France............................599 

’00 Chateau de Beaucastel roussanne, vielle vignes reserve,  

                                                               Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Rhône, France............................775 

the Perrin family are masters of all things CdP, from chateauneuf-du-pape-like blends at their Paso Robles property  
 Tablas Creek to their value-priced Perrin line from Rhône to the reds from Chateau Beaucastel, but the Beaucastel 
 CdP blancs are where they separate the men from the mannequins…these roussannes set the standard for just about  
   everything roussanne can possibly be; tactile textures, marvelous minerality, phenomenal fruit, amazing ageability,  
     captivating complexity, extravagant exotica, the essence of where wine can go from beverage to breathtaking 
 

’04 Kracher traminer, #8, trockenbeerenauslese, Nouvelle Vague, 

                            Lake Neusiedl, Weinlaubenhof, Burgenland, Austria, half bottle....................144 

’09 le Clos du Caillou grenache blanc/clairette/roussanne,  

                                           Les Safres, Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Rhône, France.............................144 

‘82 Salomon riesling, Pfaffenberg, Kremstal, Austria...................................................................144 

folks tend to forget that riesling is an original member of the ‘Great Grape’ club, and as such can age into a full-blown 
  multi-layered, memorably dynamic visceral experience – this ‘library wine’ is my idea of curling up with a good book 
'05 Paul Hobbs chardonnay, Ulises Valdez Vineyard, Russian River.........................................145 

'04 Walker Station chardonnay, estate, Green Valley, Russian River........................................145 

'11 Sea Smoke chardonnay, estate, Santa Rita Hills......................................................................145 

 the restaurant biz is frequently pretty incestual, and it appears that the California Wine World is no different; Paul Hobbs 
 buys grapes from and makes wine for both Harry Walker and Ulises Valdez; the original winemaker at Sea Smoke was 
 Kris Curran, longtime companion of winemaker Bruno D’Alfonso, the original winemaker at Sanford who also makes wine  
 at Ampelos, whose winemaker used to be Don Schroeder, who now makes the wine at Sea Smoke (telenovella much?) 

’02 Giaconda roussanne, Aeolia, Victoria, Australia.....................................................................146 

 if you’re reading this list at all, you’ve probably figured out that we like our underappreciated white rhone varietals and  
 our underground producers more than most (and you’ve probably figured out I’m three editors short of a manuscript);  
  Giaconda fits both bills, and their roussannes are Australian marvels of tremendous size and outrageous complexity 

 



VINO BLANCO   (for all of you under the mistaken impression     
                         that producing a wine list such as this is all fun 
                         and games, let me assure you, when it comes to     
                           drinking games, there are no moral victories) 

 

’12 Paul Lato chardonnay, Belle du Jour, Hilliard Bruce Vineyard, Santa Rita Hills..............146 

 HUGE Paul Lato fans here on Stetson Drive…first met him at Hospices du Rhône, where his grenache was a showstopper 
 (we’re still trying to get our hands on some, Paul, if you ‘re listening), and his pinot noirs have always been superb ; 
 this is the first chardonnay we’ve encountered and it is stupendous and perplexing in the same breath (or whiff or swallow), 
 as the first bottle went with us to Bar Crudo, where it accompanied the entire menu (we aren’t shy at Bar Crudo) (or 
 anywhere else, for that matter) in an almost pristine, amoeba-like fashion, a shining beacon of beautiful light that somehow 
 managed to tofu-up itself to every dish in one way or another, Chablis-ish with shellfish, more Puligny-esque with pasta, 
 always intriguing but never stepping in front of the food ; then, a month later, we opened a bottle with Jim Kopp at Ciao  
 and it morphed into an utterly overwhelming explosion of exotic fruit, a completely different experience, yet still stunning 

      ’87 R Lopez de Heredia viura/malvasia, Gran Reserva, Tondonia, Rioja, Spain.......................148 

 25 year old viura?  well, if your winery was founded in 1877, then this wine qualifies as a relative youngster, and 
 when your winery is named one of the top 100 on the planet by Wine & Spirits magazine, you clearly know your stuff, 
 and when your stuff is brilliant white Rioja with more complexity than the molecular gastronomy at Chicago’s Alinea, 
we will stop judging your bottle by it’s 25 year old cover and start opening our minds (and palates) to its possibilties   
’01 Giaconda chardonnay, Victoria, Australia..............................................................................149 

’12 Aubert chardonnay, UV-SL Vineyard, Russian River...........................................................150 

’00 Kracher traminer, #1, trockenbeerenauslese, Nouvelle Vague,  

                            Lake Neusiedl, Weinlaubenhof, Burgenland, Austria, half bottle....................150 

’07 Bründlmayer grüner veltliner, Käferberg, Langenlois Kamptal, Austria............................150 

'03 Brick House chardonnay, organic, Cascadia, Willamette, Oregon, double bottle.................150  

I never met legendary Chicago Cub broadcaster Jack Brickhouse, but I did work for larger-than-life Cub Fan/Bud Man 
Harry Caray, and with Harry, every day was an adventure and every night was a party; one weekend, he sat at the bar 
on Friday and argued pro-DH, then on Saturday, he sat next to a different guy and argued against it, and who knows 
what he believed in, Harry just liked to stir things up; he never really learned my name, he always just called me ‘Coach’,  
but if a pretty girl walked in, he knew her name, address, measurements and life’s ambition before she even sat down; 
though this wine’s a real ‘brick house’, you’ll say “Holy Cow” when you drink it; cheers, Harry, let’s drink…er, play two 
’02 Kracher chardonnay, #9, trockenbeerenauslese, Nouvelle Vague,  

                           Lake Neusiedl, Weinlaubenhof, Burgenland, Austria, half bottle.....................155 

’99 Williams Selyem chardonnay, Hawk Hill Vineyard, Sonoma Coast.....................................155 

'03 Walker Station chardonnay, estate, Green Valley, Russian River........................................155 

’07 Henri Brunier clairette blend, Vieux Télégraphe,  

                                                            Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Rhône, France................................157 

where most of the Pape peeps are apt to go long on the roussanne for their blancs, Brunier opts for the more unique  
blending of 40% clairette, 30% grenache blanc, 15% bourboulenc and 15% roussanne to create this nuanced gem 
’98 Kracher zweigelt, rosé, #1, trockenbeerenauslese, Nouvelle Vague,  

                               Lake Neusiedl, Weinlaubenhof, Burgenland, Austria, half bottle.................160 

’06 Zind-Humbrecht riesling, Clos Saint Urban, Rangen grand cru, Alsace..............................160 

’02 Kracher welschriesling, #11, trockenbeerenauslese, Nouvelle Vague,  

                           Lake Neusiedl, Weinlaubenhof, Burgenland, Austria, half bottle.....................165 

’12 Aubert chardonnay, Ritchie Vineyard, Russian River...........................................................165 

’11 Aubert chardonnay, Ritchie Vineyard, Russian River...........................................................166 

 why do world class winemakers the likes of Paul Hobbs, David Ramey and Mark Aubert all swear by Ritchie Vineyard? 
 gnarly 40 year old low yield vines? incessant marine influence? or that the wines taste like it’s Richie Rich Vineyard?  



VINO BLANCO   (can a vegetarian truly have a beef with you?) 
 

       {or, as I like to call this page, a changing of the Kongsgaard} 
 

’00 Schwarz grüner veltliner/chardonnay, Andau, Austria.........................................................157 

’10 Chateau de Beaucastel roussanne blend, Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Rhône, France...............167 

’09 Peter Michael chardonnay, Belle Côte, estate, Knights Valley..............................................171 

’99 Williams Selyem chardonnay, Hirsch Vineyard, Sonoma Coast...........................................175 

'00 Walker Station chardonnay, estate, Green Valley, Russian River........................................175 

’96 Kracher bouvier/muskat ottonel, #2, trockenbeerenauslese, Zwischen Den Seen,  

                            Lake Neusiedl, Weinlaubenhof, Burgenland, Austria, half bottle....................180 

of all the magnificent dessert wines from Alois Kracher, the muskat ottonel is the winner of most aromatic, nose down; 
 the menagerie of scents leap from the glass like a poltergeist on a roller coaster, sort of a thrill ride for the sinuses 
’01 Kracher chardonnay, #7, trockenbeerenauslese, Nouvelle Vague,  

                           Lake Neusiedl, Weinlaubenhof, Burgenland, Austria, half bottle.....................184 

’07 Chateau de Beaucastel roussanne blend, Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Rhône, France...............185 

’00 Giaconda chardonnay, Victoria, Australia..............................................................................187 

’07 Sine Qua Non syrah/grenache, rosé, Stripes & Stars, Central Coast.....................................188  

’04 Paul Hobbs chardonnay, cuvee Agustina,  

                                                  Richard Dinner Vineyard, Sonoma Mountain.............................190 

’04 Bründlmayer grüner veltliner, auslese, Loiser Berg, Langenlois Kamptal, Austria...........195 

’99 Zind-Humbrecht gewürztraminer, Clos Saint Urbain, Rangen grand cru, Alsace.............195 

                                    ***spotlight *** 

’03 Kongsgaard chardonnay, Napa................................................................................................196 

’02 Kongsgaard chardonnay, Napa................................................................................................197 

’01 Kongsgaard chardonnay, Napa................................................................................................198 

’05 Kongsgaard chardonnay, Napa................................................................................................210 

’04 Kongsgaard chardonnay, Napa................................................................................................220 

’99 Kongsgaard chardonnay, Napa................................................................................................250 

’04 Kongsgaard chardonnay, the Judge, Kongsgaard Family Vineyard, Napa.........................350 

’03 Kongsgaard chardonnay, the Judge, Kongsgaard Family Vineyard, Napa.........................450 

Kongsgaard practices a genuinely unique and controversial winemaking technique he calls ‘death and resurrection’, 
and the specifics of exactly how and why it works are way beyond my limited mental capacity to actually grasp 
(when it comes to death and resurrection, most of my brain cells are closer to the former than the latter); 
suffice to say, when it comes to choosing ‘the best’ of the myriad of grandiose chardonnays on this list, 
it is much like comparing apples and oranges (and mangos and smoke and tamarind and slate, etc, etc); 

if you chose a Kongsgaard chardonnay as numero uno, you could very well be correctamundo 
 

’04 Chateau de Beaucastel roussanne blend, Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Rhône, France...............199 

’02 Kracher scheurebe/welschriesling, #12, trockenbeerenauslese, Zwischen Den Seen,  

                         Lake Neusiedl, Weinlaubenhof, Burgenland, Austria, half bottle.......................199 

’01 DuMOL chardonnay, Russian River, double bottle.................................................................199 

  it’s DuMOL, why not have DuMORE?  a Du-DOUBLE bottle sounds about Dudley Du-RIGHT (please Du stop me!) 

’93 Jean-Noël Gagnard chardonnay, Morgeot, Chassagne Montrachet, France.......................199 

'97 Mount Eden Vineyards chardonnay, 25th Anniversary, estate, Santa Cruz Mountains....200 

’03 Paul Hobbs chardonnay, cuvee Agustina,  

                                                  Richard Dinner Vineyard, Sonoma Mountain.............................200 

’03 Wittman albalonga, trockenbeerenauslese, Rheinhessen, Germany, half bottle..................203 

  albalonga, a masterful crossing of rieslaner and silvaner, is so rare there are less than 75 acres planted worldwide;  
  importer Terry Thiese recognizes Günter Wittman as the first and last name in albalonga (apologies to Oscar Meyer)  
  and states in his 2004 catalog that “Wittman stickies over the years have been celestial, and this 2003 takes its  
  place among the very best” (German and Austrian wines are never more fun than in Thiese’s esoteric catalog rants) 



VINO BLANCO  continued (just when you thought you were  
               as free as Robert Downey Jr, we reel you back in!) 
         {seriously, is he the Comeback Kid or what? Iron Man,  
   Sherlock Holmes, he even made Tropic Thunder look good} 
 

’01 Kracher scheurebe, #9, trockenbeerenauslese, Zwischen Den Seen,  

                         Lake Neusiedl, Weinlaubenhof, Burgenland, Austria, half bottle.......................205 

                                    ***spotlight *** 

’06 Guigal viognier, La Doriane Vineyard, Condrieu, France.....................................................205 

’03 Guigal viognier, La Doriane Vineyard, Condrieu, France.....................................................215 

’01 Guigal viognier, La Doriane Vineyard, Condrieu, France.....................................................225 

’96 Guigal viognier, La Doriane Vineyard, Condrieu, France.....................................................266 

    wow, wow, a thousand times wow (or, in this case, two hundred and five to two hundred sixty-six times wow); 
   you legions of chardonnay drinkers who don’t understand all the fuss about viognier, these phenomenally complex  
      single vineyard superstar viogniers from Guigal are an education in a bottle (isn’t that a Jim Croce song?)  
 

’81 Dr Loosen riesling, auslese, Wehlener Sonnenuhr, Mosel, Germany...................................209 

       the Doctor is in! when it comes to Dr Loosen, there is no losin’, Ernst Loosen and his wines are legendary 
          (while his walls may be lacking in actual medical degrees, they’re papered with other valuable decrees, 
          such as Decanter magazine’s Man of the Year, Gault-Millau’s Winemaker of the Year, and many more) 

’02 Paul Hobbs chardonnay, cuvee Agustina,  

                                                  Richard Dinner Vineyard, Sonoma Mountain.............................210 

’05 Kongsgaard chardonnay, Napa................................................................................................210 

’90 Chateau Suduirat semillon blend, Sauternes, France.............................................................211 

’00 Les Vin de Vienne viognier, botrytis, Cépées Caties, Condrieu, France, two-thirds bottle..212 

’11 Chateau La Nerthe grenache blanc blend, Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Rhone, France.............214 

 at a recent trade tasting, this was poured by accident (supposed to be 2013), and it is my favorite accident since 
 I missed a step on the patio of a friend in Malibu and learned that face-planting in a damp yard is fairly painless if 
 you’ve been tasting (IE drinking nonstop) wine for three days straight;  one-third grenache blanc, one-third roussanne,  
 and the remaining a split of clairette and bourboulenc, this was the most compelling wine at the tasting (which included  
 a lot of big hitters; Miura, Bollinger, Mercer, Siduri, good thing there was no patio at this one, as well), perhaps due 
 to the large percentage of grenache blanc, so we bought the few remaining bottles in stock – drink them before I do   
’03 Guigal viognier, La Doriane Vineyard, Condrieu, France.....................................................215 

’91 Nikolaihof grüner veltliner, biodynamic, Vinothek, Wachau, Austria..................................219 

'00 Maculan vespaiola blend, Acininobili, Veneto,  Italy, half bottle............................................220  

   this blend of vespaiola, tocai and garganega was affected by 'noble rot' and harvested by the individual grape, 
     yielding a powerful, concentrated, opulent wine that's like creme brulee in a glass; exquisite dessert wine 
’04 Kongsgaard chardonnay, Napa................................................................................................220 

’03 Guigal viognier, late harvest, Luminescence, Condrieu, France, half bottle.........................222 

’97 Domaine Delarche chardonnay, reserve, Corton Charlemagne grand cru, France............225 

               this is Monty Python’s favorite wine – Delarche (John Cleese is rolling over in his grave) 
     {yes, that’s both a shout-out to Monty Python AND Charles Barkley, the best commentator of ANY sport} 
’98 Kracher traminer, #8, trockenbeerenauslese, Nouvelle Vague,  

                            Lake Neusiedl, Weinlaubenhof, Burgenland, Austria, half bottle....................225 

’01 Guigal viognier, La Doriane Vineyard, Condrieu, France.....................................................225 

’94 Bürklin-Wolf riesling, trockenbeerenauslese, Wachenheim, Germany, half bottle..............225 

charm will get you far, but stupendously sexy stickies will get you farther (my way of saying I liked the wine so much, 
 I bought it even though the winery rep was oilier than a visit to the neighborhood massage parlor) (or so I’ve heard) 
’98 Paul Hobbs chardonnay, cuvee Agustina,  

                                                  Richard Dinner Vineyard, Sonoma Mountain.............................226 



VINO BLANCO  (sometimes, it’s the principle of the thing – 
                              other times, it’s the Vice Principal !) 

 

’02 El Molino chardonnay, Star Vineyard, Rutherford................................................................248 

’99 Kongsgaard chardonnay, Napa.................................................................................................250 

’05 La Pousse d’Or chardonnay, Le Cailleret, Puligny-Montrachet, France..............................250 

     2005 was an exceptional vintage in Burgundy, Le Cailleret is a prestigious Premeir Cru vineyard, its organic,  
     and this wine scored off the charts with a multitude of critics; however, if you still need a reason, the domaine  
        used to be called Clos de Tart (and somehow someone thought calling it Pousse d’Or was a better call?) 

’12 Veyder-Malberg grüner veltliner, Weitenberg Vineyard, Loibenberg, Wachau, Austria..255 

high altitude rocky terraces, old vines, hand-picked, dry farmed, minimal intervention, Somms are swooning everywhere 
’01 Gravner white blend, Bianco Breg, Friuli, Italy......................................................................255 

’01 Gravner ribolla gialla, Friuli, Italy...........................................................................................262 

Josko Gravner is marching to the tune of his own lunatic, making biodynamic wines utilizing the ancient Roman technique 
of burying wine in giant clay amphorae in the earth, imbueing said wine with an absolute minerality and alkalinity, as if 
the wine had a direct electrical current from the ground itself still attached (Gravner says “you find your identity in the  
soil and what it says about you”); these wines are the color of fino sherry, rife with acidity, concentrated and profound,  
lacking in fruitiness but not freshness, showing differing chameleon layers from taste to taste that saunter up to food  
(apparently, any food) and show whatever colors necessary to enhance the experience (speaking of colors, some may balk  
at the caramel hue, but, as Gravner says, “the color of a wine is like the color of a man; what matters is underneath”)  

’01 Mr K gewürztraminer, ice wine, Babcock Vineyard, Santa Ynez, half bottle......................264 

'04 Rochioli chardonnay, South River Vineyard, Russian River.................................................265 

’96 Guigal viognier, La Doriane Vineyard, Condrieu, France.....................................................266 

’02 Mr K viognier, trockenbeerenauslese, Alban Vineyard, Edna Valley, half bottle................269 

'04 Rochioli chardonnay, River Block, Russian River..................................................................270 

’00 Mr K viognier, trockenbeerenauslese, Alban Vineyard, Edna Valley, half bottle................275   

’95 Chateau de Beaucastel roussanne blend, Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Rhône, France...............280 

’97 Dal Forno garganega/turbiana, passito, Nettare, Vigneto di Monte Lodoletto,  

                                                                                                          Veneto, Italy, half bottle..........280 

Romano Dal Forno is known wine-world-wide for his majestic Valpolicellas and massive Amarone bottlings, 
but on the rare occasions he deigns to channel his energies into sweet whites with indigenous Veneto varietals, 
the resultant recioto/vin santo hybrid he dubs ‘Nettare’ is a nectar that’ll shock honeybees and oenophiles alike 

’00 Mr K semillon, vin de paille, Brander Vineyard, Santa Ynez, half bottle.............................284 

’00 Chartron et Trébuchet chardonnay, monopole, Clos de Chevaliers,  

                                                                 Chevalier-Montrachet grand cru, France.....................288 

   if I fully understand the game of Monopole, the object is to secure a widely respected producer of white Burgundy, 
combine it with a rare single parcel within a grand cru vineyard, toss in a killer vintage, and build a hotel on Boardwalk  
’94 Chateau de Beaucastel roussanne blend, Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Rhône, France...............290 

’98 Mr K semillon, Brander Vineyard, vin de paille, Santa Ynez, half bottle.............................294 

’98 M Chapoutier marsanne, vin de paille, Ermitage, Rhône, France, half bottle.....................295 

’98 Mr K viognier, trockenbeerenauslese, Alban Vineyard, Edna Valley, half bottle................295 

’10 Sanguis chardonnay/roussanne/viognier, Out of Line, Central Coast, double bottle...........295 

     wait, amidst all these phenomenal stickies in half bottle, theres this fantastic white blend in a magnum??? 
          it’s out of line!  no, you’re out of line!  oops, I mean out of wine, you should get one of these 

’02 Mr K semillon, vin de paille, Brander Vineyard, Santa Ynez, half bottle.............................299 

’99 Mr K semillon, vin de paille, Brander Vineyard, Santa Ynez, half bottle.............................300 

’99 Chateau de Beaucastel roussanne blend, Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Rhône, France...............300 

’99 Mr K viognier, trockenbeerenauslese, Alban Vineyard, Edna Valley, half bottle................301 

’09 Didier Dagueneau sauvignon blanc, Silex, Pouilly-Fume, Loire, France.............................305 

’04 Pax viognier, Aphrodite, Las Escaleras Hillside, Spring Mountain......................................333 



VINO BLANCO   gift of gab?  no, more like foot-in-mouth disease 
 

                                    ***spotlight *** 

’99 M Chapoutier marsanne, Les Granits, Saint-Joseph, Rhône, France...................................345 

’07 M Chapoutier marsanne, L’Ermite, Ermitage, Rhône, France.............................................750 

’99 M Chapoutier marsanne, Le Meal, Ermitage, Rhône, France...............................................870 

’97 M Chapoutier marsanne, De L’Orée, Ermitage, Rhône, France.........................................1000 

the finest white wines on the entire planet could very well be the astonishing single vineyard marsannes from Chapoutier; 
  these are across-the-board paragons of unctuous complexity, capable of making a grand cru white burgundy seem as  
thin as Lara Flynn Boyle (Jack Nicholson ex-squeeze); massive, packed with minerals, citrus fruits & a boatload of trippy  
aromas that change constantly, with finishes longer than a line of Jack Nicholson’s former flames (and that’s a long line!) 
 

’98 Chateau Ste Michelle/Dr Loosen riesling, single berry selection,  

                                                                                   Columbia, Washington, half bottle...............350 

      if memory serves (and, at this point in the game, it does so with great reluctance), this was the first  
               Washington wine to ever receive a perfect 100 point score from the Wine Spectator 
’04 Kongsgaard chardonnay, the Judge, Kongsgaard Family Vineyard, Napa.........................350 

’10 Antica Terra chardonnay, Aurata, Willamette, Oregon, double bottle..................................366 

’09 Chateau de Beaucastel roussanne, vielle vignes reserve,  

                                                               Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Rhône, France.............................375 

’97 Verget chardonnay, Les Charmes premier cru, Meursault, France.....................................399 

’03 Kongsgaard chardonnay, the Judge, Kongsgaard Family Vineyard, Napa.........................450 

’04 Sine Qua Non roussanne/viognier/chardonnay,  

                               the Rejuvenators, Alban Vineyard, Edna Valley............................................475 

’03 Guigal marsanne/roussanne, Ex Voto, Hermitage, Rhône, France.......................................475 

’05 Guigal marsanne/roussanne, Ex Voto, Hermitage, Rhône, France.......................................500 

’01 Guigal marsanne/roussanne, Ex Voto, Hermitage, Rhône, France.......................................575 

’03 Chateau de Beaucastel roussanne, vielle vignes reserve,  

                                                               Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Rhône, France............................599 

’07 Guigal marsanne/roussanne, Ex Voto, Hermitage, Rhône, France.......................................615 

                                    ***spotlight *** 

’97 Marcassin chardonnay, Lorenzo Vineyard, Sonoma Coast...................................................700 

’97 Marcassin chardonnay, E Block, Hudson Vineyard, Carneros.............................................725 

’99 Marcassin chardonnay, Upper Barn Vineyard, Alexander Mountain, Alexander Valley..800 

Helen Turley is America's 'Goddess of Wine', having performed countless miracles as a consultant at a laundry list 
of California's most respected properties, including Turley Cellars (owned by brother Larry), Colgin, Pahlmeyer, 
Bryant Family and Martinelli, to name a few; Marcassin is her own tiny boutique where the focus is entirely on 

chardonnay and pinot noir, and she never fails to entice roller-coaster thrills, producing age-worthy white  
nectars comparable to the finest Montrachet and insanely complex reds that always hit 'La Tache' 

 

’07 M Chapoutier marsanne, L’Ermite, Ermitage, Rhône, France.............................................750 

’00 Chateau de Beaucastel roussanne, vielle vignes reserve,  

                                                               Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Rhône, France............................775 

’04 Pax roussanne, Venus, Bennett Valley......................................................................................785 

                            I see London, I see France, I see Venus when I drink Pax 
’99 Marcassin chardonnay, Upper Barn Vineyard, Alexander Mountain, Alexander Valley..800 

’99 M Chapoutier marsanne, Le Meal, Ermitage, Rhône, France...............................................870 

                    actually, this is much larger than a meal, it’s more like an all-day gorge fest 
'03 Ramonet chardonnay, Bâtard-Montrachet grand cru, France..............................................900 

’97 M Chapoutier marsanne, De L’Orée, Ermitage, Rhône, France.........................................1000 

’79 Joseph Drouhin chardonnay, Marquis de Laguiche, Montrachet grand cru, France.......1400   

                                     



VINO BLANCO       (when does enough become too much ? 
                              about ten pages back – and you aren’t  
                              even done with the white wines yet!) 

 

***spotlight *** 

’94 Chateau d’Yquem semillon blend, Sauternes, France............................................................790 

’84 Chateau d’Yquem semillon blend, Sauternes, France............................................................825 

’00 Chateau d’Yquem semillon blend, Sauternes, France............................................................875 

’85 Chateau d’Yquem semillon blend, Sauternes, France............................................................950 

’99 Chateau d’Yquem semillon blend, Sauternes, France..........................................................1000 

’82 Chateau d’Yquem semillon blend, Sauternes, France..........................................................1500 

’95 Chateau d’Yquem semillon blend, Sauternes, France..........................................................1650 

’98 Chateau d’Yquem semillon blend, Sauternes, France..........................................................1750 

’96 Chateau d’Yquem semillon blend, Sauternes, France..........................................................1850 

’86 Chateau d’Yquem semillon blend, Sauternes, France..........................................................2200 

’83 Chateau d’Yquem semillon blend, Sauternes, France..........................................................2500 

             for a town that supposedly doesn’t care for sweet wine, you people are sure flying through the d’Yquem 
   (then again, if this is the West’s most Western town, you can saddle me up a pinto and call me Walter Brennan) 
                           (although I am starting to walk like him) (no brag, just fact) 
 
 

VINO BLANCO/ROJO/MAS  (just play along, it’s only a wine list) 

 

                                    ***spotlight *** 

’99 Mr K viognier, trockenbeerenauslese, Alban Vineyard, Edna Valley, half bottle................301  

’99 Mr K semillon, vin de paille, Brander Vineyard, Santa Ynez, half bottle.............................300 

’02 Mr K semillon, vin de paille, Brander Vineyard, Santa Ynez, half bottle.............................299 

’98 Mr K viognier, trockenbeerenauslese, Alban Vineyard, Edna Valley, half bottle................295 

’98 Mr K semillon, vin de paille, Brander Vineyard, Santa Ynez, half bottle.............................294 

’00 Mr K semillon, vin de paille, Brander Vineyard, Santa Ynez, half bottle.............................284 

’00 Mr K viognier, trockenbeerenauslese, Alban Vineyard, Edna Valley, half bottle................275 

’02 Mr K viognier, trockenbeerenauslese, Alban Vineyard, Edna Valley, half bottle................269 

’01 Mr K gewürztraminer, ice wine, Babcock Vineyard, Santa Ynez, half bottle......................264 

’99 Schwarz zweigelt, unfiltered, Andau, Austria.........................................................................172 

’00 Schwarz grüner veltliner/chardonnay, Andau, Austria.........................................................157 

’99 Schwarz grüner veltliner/chardonnay, Andau, Austria.........................................................137 

’05 Schwarz grüner veltliner/chardonnay, Andau, Austria.........................................................107 

’99 Schwarz zweigelt rosé, ‘the Butcher’, Andau, Austria, half bottle...........................................99 

’06 Schwarz grüner veltliner blend, A Lita, Andau, Austria.........................................................60 

long ago and far away, I asked the original Mr K (Kazimierz, the inspiration behind the Kazbar) why he started his 
own business and he replied “because I got really tired of having some dumb ass tell me what to do all day long; 

I figured if I was gonna mess up, it may as well be for myself, at least I could do things my own way; get me a beer” 
(hallelujah, brother, or in this instance, father)… in my case, it has allowed me the same freedoms, particularly with 

this wine list, which is why I’ve taken our already inventive format of arranging by color and price, with occasional 
spotlights, and turned it upside down (and included red and rose) for this grouping, and not just because I can, but 
because it’s warranted due to the extremely special nature of these wines…the joint project winemakers here are the 

legendary Alois Kracher (the king of dessert wines) and eccentric Manfred Krankl (the prodigy behind Sine Qua Non); 
first, they teamed up in the Sine Qua Non ‘winery’ (Manfred’s garage) to create some truly mind-boggling sweeties, 

then they converged to make wines from a special lot of superb grapes grown by Hans Schwarz, Alois’ butcher 
  (Kaz would have said “to hell with the grapes, just get me some pigs feet from that guy, and where’s my beer?”) 
 



VINO ROJO 

 

’07 Murfatlar feteasca neagra, Dobrogea, Romania........................................................................17 

’13 J Lohr valdiguié, Wildflower, Monterey....................................................................................18 

         valdiguié used to sell like wildflower...er, wildfire when it was incorrectly identified as ‘napa gamay’ 
’09 Selby zinfandel, Monkey Business, Sonoma..............................................................................19 

   Sue Selby, prettiest winemaker in California, thanks to this terrific zin, you are officially the gor-illa my dreams 
’10 Adega de Borba trincadeira/aragonez/alicante bouschet, Alentejo, Portugal........................20 

’10 Tikveš vranec, Special Selection, Republic of Macedonia........................................................20 

NV Windmill pomegranate, Florence, Arizona...............................................................................21 

’13 Honoro Vera monastrell, organic, Calatayud, Spain................................................................21  

NV Kourtaki mavrodaphne, sweet, Patras, Greece.........................................................................22 

’09 Monte de Luz tannat, Uruguay...................................................................................................22 

‘07 Cave Kouroum rhone/petit verdot blend, Petit Noir, Bekaa Valley, Lebanon.......................22 

NV Hinnant blackberry wine, Baily, North Carolina......................................................................22 

’11 Cusumano nero d’avola, Sicily, Italy...........................................................................................23 

’12 M Chapoutier grenache blend, Belleruche, Côtes du Rhône, France......................................23 

   white rhone varietals, red rhone varietals, Australia, Provence, whatever, wherever, Chapoutier’s got it all knocked; 
    as if their currant dominance wasn’t enough, now they’re teaming with American wine magnate/importer supreme 
   Tony Terlato to visit new vistas, hail new horizons, essentially setting newer, higher standards for the wine world  
(plus, if you’re one of those who on occasion imbibe until blind, and we all know who we are, most labels are in Braille) 

         NV Row Eleven red blend, Magician, California............................................................................23 

          if a mix of petit verdot, petite sirah & shiraz isn’t enchanted enough for you, they added maxime rouge, drunkenfelder 
         & cabernet dorsa to the mashup (to quote Hunter S Thompson  – “when the going gets weird, the weird turn pro”)    

NV Stone's ginger currant wine, London, UK.................................................................................24 

’12 Bodega Aragonesa garnacha/tempranillo, Don Ramon,  

                                                                              Zaragoza, Campo de Borja, Spain......................24 

      ’10 Antonelli sangiovese/merlot, Baiocco, Umbria, Italy................................................................24 

’09 Alazanis Valley indigenous blend, semi-sweet, Kakheti, Republic of Georgia.......................24 

just in case you lie awake nights thinking about how a blend of saperavi, alexandreuli, mujuretuli and ojaleshi would taste  

         ’13 Venta Morales tempranillo, Castilla La Mancha, Spain..........................................................24 

         ’13 Hahn grenache/syrah/mourvèdre, GSM, Central Coast..........................................................24  

            not to be confused with MSG (although this wine does have an eerily similar sense of irresistible deliciousness) 
’11 Clos Siguier côt/tannat, Cahors, France....................................................................................24   

’11 Peterson carignane blend, Zero Manipulation, Tollini Vineyard, Redwood Valley..............25 

                                     look, a wine inspired by the ballot boxes in Florida 
NV Commanderia Alasta mavro/xynisteri, passito, Cyprus..........................................................26 

         ’13 Sun Garden dornfelder, Mosel, Germany..................................................................................27         

      ’11 Schloss Gobelsburg zweigelt, Gobelsburger, Kamptal, Austria...............................................27         

’04 Damianitza melnik, Unigato, Struma River Valley, Thrace, Bulgaria....................................27 

côt, tannat, carignane, mavro, xynisteri, dornfelder, zweigelt, melnik, next thing you know, we’ll be pitching you a raboso! 
’04 Cescon raboso, Piave, Veneto, Italy............................................................................................27 

      ‘12 J Bouchon bordeaux/carménère blend, CantoNorte, Santa Rosa, Maule Valley, Chile.......27 

     ’09 Chateau Pesquié rhone blend, Ventoux, Rhône, France..........................................................27 

         ’13 Eugenio Bocchino piedmont blend, biodynamic,  

                              Vino Rosso del Popolo, Le Cantine di Indie, Langhe, Piedmont, Italy....................27 

       earthy blend of nebbiolo and barbera from Bocchino’s vineyards and dolcetto from a neighbor, a ‘wine of the people’ 
       meant for everyday sipping with a wide range of Mediterranean foods (and most of the Kazbar menu, coincidentally) 

’07 Row Eleven pinot noir, Santa Maria, half bottle........................................................................27 

’10 Clos La Coutale malbec/merlot, biodynamic, Cahors, France.................................................27 

 



VINO ROJO  (wine rule #1: there are no rules) 
 

 

         ’12 Le Salette corvinone blend, Valpolicella Classico, Veneto, Italy..............................................28 

         ’12 Mayu carménère/syrah, reserva, Elqui Valley, Chile................................................................28 

         ’10 Argiolas monica/carignano/bovale sardo, Perdera, Sisini Estates, Sardinia, Italy.................28 

monica: varietal indigenous to Sardinia and the name of my first girlfriend; both are soft, feminine, & immensely likeable        
                                    ***spotlight *** 

’10 Guigal grenache blend, Côtes du Rhône, France......................................................................28 

’10 Guigal grenache blend, Gigondas, Rhône, France....................................................................69 

’09 Guigal grenache blend, Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Rhône, France...............................................99 

’07 Guigal grenache blend, Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Rhône, France.............................................199 

’04 Guigal syrah, vignes de l'Hospice, Saint Joseph, Rhône, France...........................................242 

’07 Guigal syrah, vignes de l'Hospice, Saint Joseph, Rhône, France...........................................262 

’09 Guigal syrah, Chateau d’Ampuis, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France..............................................296 

’07 Guigal syrah, Chateau d’Ampuis, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France..............................................306 

’01 Guigal syrah, Chateau d’Ampuis, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France..............................................346 

’00 Guigal syrah, Chateau d’Ampuis, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France..............................................366 

’98 Guigal syrah, Chateau d’Ampuis, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France..............................................396 

’01 Guigal syrah, Ex Voto, Ermitage, Rhône, France...................................................................650 

’07 Guigal syrah, Ex Voto, Ermitage, Rhône, France...................................................................775 

’08 Guigal syrah blend, La Mouline, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France................................................795 

’08 Guigal syrah blend, La Landonne, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France.............................................800 

’97 Guigal syrah blend, La Mouline, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France................................................825 

’08 Guigal syrah blend, La Turque, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France.................................................835 

’03 Guigal syrah, Ex Voto, Ermitage, Rhône, France...................................................................850 

’97 Guigal syrah blend, La Turque, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France.................................................875 

’09 Guigal syrah blend, La Landonne, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France.............................................880 

’92 Guigal syrah blend, La Landonne, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France.............................................900 

’09 Guigal syrah blend, La Turque, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France.................................................925 

’09 Guigal syrah blend, La Mouline, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France................................................950 

’96 Guigal syrah blend, La Mouline, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France..............................................1000 

’96 Guigal syrah blend, La Turque, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France...............................................1100 

’01 Guigal syrah blend, La Mouline, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France..............................................1150 

’01 Guigal syrah blend, La Landonne, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France...........................................1165 

’01 Guigal syrah blend, La Turque, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France...............................................1175 

’00 Guigal syrah blend, La Mouline, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France..............................................1195 

’00 Guigal syrah blend, La Landonne, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France...........................................1200 

’00 Guigal syrah blend, La Turque, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France...............................................1250 

’07 Guigal syrah blend, La Mouline, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France..............................................1260 

’07 Guigal syrah blend, La Landonne, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France...........................................1265 

’07 Guigal syrah blend, La Turque, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France...............................................1270 

’98 Guigal syrah blend, La Landonne, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France...........................................1350 

’86 Guigal syrah blend, La Landonne, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France...........................................1600 
 

    Guigal is to Rhône as Dennis Miller was to Monday Night Football, IE a reason to watch it again...Guigal was 
   almost singlehandedly behind the rebirth in interest in Rhône and it’s varietals; we carry a plethora of his whites  
    (including some spectacular viogniers) as well as these stupendous reds, which range from lower-end village  
     wines to extremely rare (and expensive) single vineyard bottlings, and they all help explain why he’s the man  
   (though, in retrospect, the top former Saturday Night Live newsman for the gig was probably Norm MacDonald) 
   (wait a minute – now that Tina Fey is done with 30 Rock, could she be….that’s so wrong, it’s freakishly right) 
{storytime: the sheer sensuality of these wines was resoundingly affirmed at the Hospice du Rhône seminar hosted by 
Philippe Guigal, where a female guest continually made comments to that vein, finally admitting “I may need a filter”} 



VINO ROJO (hey, it could be worse…there could be pictures) 
 

         ’11 Dominique Piron gamay, Domain de la Chanaise, Beaujolais-Villages, France.....................28  

’10 Chateau Haut Roudier merlot/cabernet sauvignon, Bordeaux, France...................................28   

NV Saint Cosme grenache, Basket Press, Little James, Rhône, France........................................28 

Louis Barruol, known primarily for fashioning spectacular wines at his home estate in Gigondas, is no slouch at other  
regions in Rhône, either, as evidenced by his entire lineup, which includes exceptional value-priced grenache 

and even more exceptional (extraceptional?) single vineyard syrah from Côte Rôtie 
 (I know a restaurateur who used to pray to Saint Cosme-Over due to his incredibly bad rug, but that’s another story) 

         ’07 Domaine Karydas xinomavro, Naoussa, Greece.......................................................................28            

         ’11 Jaboulet grenache blend, Parallèle 45, Côtes du Rhône, France.............................................28 
’11 Fanti sangiovese/cabernet/syrah/merlot, Sassomagno, Tuscany, Italy...................................28 

 ‘Super Tuscan’ is kind of a misnomer, like ‘Super Model’ (you’re a model, how hard can it be?), and ‘the Super’  
 (because if you’re that super, why is my sink still dripping?), but this red blend from Tuscany is pretty damn super 
’12 Castaño monastrell, old vines, Yecla, Spain..............................................................................28 

NV Sherman & Hooker’s red/white blend, Shebang!, cuvee VI, old vine, Sonoma.....................29 

Morgan Twain-Peterson, son of Ravenswood founder Joel Peterson, is such a wine prodigy that he made his first wine at  
age five and got it on the wine list at Delmonico’s  – his main label, Bedrock, is zin-heavy and super-small production;  
this is his value label (originally a jug wine) produced from declassified Bedrock fruit beefed up by other old vine fruit 
from friends and neighbors; the blend evolves with each cuvee, this being zin, carignan, alicante bouschet, various ‘mixed 
blacks’ and a smattering of white varietals (chasselas, green hungarian, trousseau gris, muscadelle – Morgan’s never 100% 
sure) (I’m not 100% sure he wasn’t raised on the Lee Dorsey song “Everything I Do Gohn Be Funky From Now On”)  
NV DeRose Hollywood Red, California Coast.................................................................................29 

speaking of funky, this has rare varietals that sound like names from bad cop shows like rosa frerre and cabernet pfeffer 
’06 Heredad Soliterra carignane blend, Priorat, Spain..................................................................29 

NV Ojai syrah/sangiovese/pinot noir, Central Coast......................................................................29 

’09 Haras de Pirque cabernet sauvignon, Hussonet, gran reserve, Maipo Valley, Chile............29 

’07 Mont Tauch carignan/grenache/syrah/marselan, Fitou, Languedoc-Roussillon, France.....29 

’10 Vignale di Cecilia merlot/cabernet sauvignon, Cóvolo, Colli Euganei, Italy..........................29 

 this biodynamic beast is all leather, no lace, a man’s man in a glass; tasting notes read ‘like Fernet without the bullshit’ 
’10 Paco tempranillo/garnacha, Red Experience, Navarra, Spain................................................29 

’13 Chronic zinfandel blend, Purple Paradise, Paso Robles..........................................................29 

’12 Androvic plavac mali, organic, Peljesac, Croatia.....................................................................29 

’09 Chateau du Pin merlot/cabernet sauvignon, Saint Martial, Entre-Deux-Mers, France.......29 

’11 Bründlmayer zweigelt, Langenlois-Österreich, Austria, one-and-a-third bottle.....................29 

                                        ***spotlight *** 

’09 Masseria Li Veli primitivo/negroamaro, Primonero, Salento, Apulia, Italy..........................29 

’09 Castello di Neive grignolino, Piedmont, Italy.............................................................................29 

NV Matteo Correggia brachetto, Anthos, Canale, Piedmont, Italy...............................................29 

         ’07 Frentana montepulciano, Trabocchi, Abruzzo, Italy................................................................29           

         NV Umberto Cavicchioli lambrusco grasparossa di castelvetro,  

                                                                      Robanera, Modena, Emilia Romagna, Italy........................30 

         ’08 Tenute Aleandri refosco dal peduncolo rosso, Alberice, Colli Orientali del Friuli, Italy......30          

         ’10 Centonze frappatto, Sicily, Italy..................................................................................................30 

         ’12 Anna Maria Abbona dolcetto, Sori dij But Vineyard, Dogliani, Piedmont, Italy..................30 

         ’07 La Spinetta colorino, Casanova, Tuscany, Italy........................................................................30 

     ’08 Fontanavecchia aglianico, Taburno, Campania, Italy..............................................................30 

primitivo, negroamaro, grignolino, brachetto, montepulciano, lambrusco, refosco, frappetto, dolcetto, colorino, aglianico - 
  it’s like Will Rogers said, I‘ve yet to meet an indigenous Italian varietal I didn’t like (or maybe it was Will Farrell?); 
        now, if you all would be so kind as to excuse me, I have to go kiss some hands and shake some babies 
 

 



VINO ROJO  (wine list rule #1: no pictures) 

 

                                    ***spotlight *** 

’13 Charles Smith merlot, Velvet Devil, Columbia, Washington...................................................30 

’13 Charles Smith syrah, Boom Boom, Washington.......................................................................32 

’12 Charles Smith cabernet sauvignon, Chateau Smith, Columbia, Washington........................34 

’11 K Vintners syrah, the Deal, Sundance Vineyard, Wahluke Slope, Washington....................63 

’12 K Vintners syrah, Milbrandt Vineyard, Wahluke Slope, Washington...................................65 

’12 K Vintners syrah, Clifton Hill, Wahluke Slope, Washington..................................................80 

’10 K Vintners sangiovese, Guido, Jack’s Vineyard, Walla Walla, Washington.........................89 

’12 K Vintners grenache, the Boy, Walla Walla/Wahluke Slope, Washington............................95 

’10 K Vintners syrah, the Deal, Sundance Vineyard, Wahluke Slope, Washington....................99 

’11 K Vintners grenache/mourvèdre, the Boy, Walla Walla, Washington..................................105 

’10 K Vintners syrah, Morrison Lane, Walla Walla, Washington...............................................108 

’09 K Vintners merlot, Stoneridge Vineyard, Columbia, Washington........................................110 

’12 K Vintners syrah/viognier, the Beautiful,  

                                                River Rock Vineyard, Walla Walla, Washington..........................112 

’10 K Vintners syrah, Old Stones, Walla Walla, Washington......................................................115 

’11 K Vintners syrah, the Hidden, Northridge Vineyard, Wahluke Slope, Washington...........120 

’11 K Vintners syrah/viognier, the Beautiful, Cougar Hills, Walla Walla, Washington............124 

’11 K Vintners cabernet sauvignon/syrah, the Creator,  

                                                River Rock Vineyard, Walla Walla, Washington..........................128 

’09 K Vintners syrah, the Hidden, Northridge Vineyard, Wahluke Slope, Washington...........133 

’10 K Vintners syrah, Cougar Hills, Walla Walla, Washington...................................................129 

’10 K Vintners syrah/viognier, the Beautiful, Cougar Hills, Walla Walla, Washington............136 

’07 Charles Smith syrah, Heart, Royal Slope, Stoneridge Vineyard, Columbia, Washington..200 

’09 Charles Smith syrah/cabernet sauvignon, King Coal,  

                                                            Stoneridge Vineyard, Columbia, Washington....................210 

’05 Charles Smith syrah, Heart, Royal Slope, Stoneridge Vineyard, Columbia, Washington..225 

’07 Charles Smith syrah, Skull, Royal Slope, Stoneridge Vineyard, Columbia, Washington...233 

’08 Charles Smith syrah/cabernet sauvignon, King Coal,  

                                                            Stoneridge Vineyard, Columbia, Washington....................244 

’05 Charles Smith syrah, Skull, Royal Slope, Stoneridge Vineyard, Columbia, Washington...250 

’05 Charles Smith syrah, Old Bones, Royal Slope,  

                                                Stoneridge Vineyard, Columbia, Washington...............................300 

’09 Charles Smith syrah, Royal City, Stoneridge Vineyard, Columbia, Washington...............333 

’08 Charles Smith syrah, Royal City, Stoneridge Vineyard, Columbia, Washington...............350 
 

 eccentric is far too gentle of a word to describe K Vintners Charles Smith  
 (pictured at the right); lunatic is a bit closer to the truth! Charles used  
 to be the road manager for a punk band, and he still hasn’t given up the  
 rock ‘n roll lifestyle, what with a hairdo-n’t that makes mine look like a  
 crewcut, a wardrobe consisting entirely of vintage tour t-shirts, and a  
 penchant for turning up the volume on every single conversation multiple 
 decibels (“I mean, an overripe wine is like a beautiful girl with a penis,  
 who needs it?”… actual Charles Smith quote, and a milder one, at that); 
 yet all that travel honed his palate to the point where his appreciation for  
 fine food spilled into his winemaking, and his creations are ingenious  
 compositions of fruit, acid and earth in balance & contrast, an entrancing  
 old world/new world kaleidoscope; … shine on, you K-razy diamond  
 {Charles also says “the caption under that picture should read  
 ‘and never come back to Chicago’  cuz I was kicked out directly”} 

 



VINO ROJO  (wine list rule #2: all stories stay on the same page) 
{apparently, when it comes to Charles Smith, there are no rules} 
 

{ok, the other day, I get a series of texts from some barfly friends in Chi-town, and they’re blowing up with tales of Charles 
after spending the past few days with him at various wine tastings, dinner functions, and bowling alleys, so I called him and 
relayed the message that “word is you’re out of control and about to get 86ed from Chicago again – they say you drank from  
the spit bucket last night”, to which his response was “absolutely not, they lie, I did not drink from the spit bucket last night;  
 it was the night before”… yeah, I love that guy} 
 

’11 Bonny Doon old vine field blend, Contra, Central Coast.........................................................30 

 he’s back! Randall Grahm did a recent tasting for us at Kazbar and unveiled this, mostly carignane from 100+ year old 
 vines in Contra Costa’s Del Barba & Evangelho Vineyards, a liberal (of course, nothing about Randall is conservative)  
 dose of mourvèdre, and drips and drops of grenache, syrah and zinfandel from a trio of other Central Coast vinyards; 
 hand-harvested, indigenous yeasts, extended maceration, California’s original Rhone Ranger is getting back to his roots 
NV Llano Estacado merlot/syrah blend, Sweet Red, High Plains, Texas.......................................30 

can’t prove it, but I think this also has some hybrid grapes like baco noir, verdelet, chambourcin and (get this) mustang  

’02 Schweiger cabernet sauvignon, Napa, half bottle.......................................................................30 

 sunny fact:  Schweiger is a fully solar-powered winery 
 scary fact:  this cabernet was crushed on Halloween 
savings fact:  solid vintage, strong producer with cabernet pedigree, Napa fruit, $30 is bargain-priced and then some 
’12 Demure cabernet sauvignon/petite sirah, Paso Robles.............................................................30 

 truth in advertising?  not so much…put it this way, if this is demure, then I’m young, virile, and highly educated 
 (OK, maybe one out of three); Paso proof positive that cool cabernet can actually thrive in hot California regions 
’10 Bodegas Atalaya tintorera, La Atalaya, Albaceta, Almansa, Spain........................................30 

’11 Johanneshof Reinisch pinot noir, organic, Thermenregion, Austria......................................31 

’12 Force of Nature tempranillo, Mossfire Ranch, Paso Robles....................................................31 

’11 Mendel malbec, Mayor Drummond, Lujan de Cuyo, Argentina.............................................31 

’12 Lechuza garnacha, Cariñena, Aragon, Spain............................................................................31 

’04 Cantine Sant’ Agata ruche, ‘Na Vota, Castagnole Monferrato, Italy.....................................31 

’05 Chateau Aney bordeaux blend, Cru Bourgeois, Haut-Médoc, France, half bottle.................31 

’09 Coturri carignane, organic, Testa Vineyard, Mendocino.........................................................31 

’10 Erste + Neue vernatsch, Gröbnerhof, St Magdalener, Sudtirol, Alto Adige, Italy.................31 

’13 Charles Smith syrah, Boom Boom, Washington.......................................................................32 

  for those of you who remember the madcap servers at Ed Debevic’s, Boom Boom was one of our all time favorites 
   (with all due respect to Miss Applebee, Horace, McFly, Spunky, Goldie, Peaches, and Vivian the Widowmaker) 

’09 Fattoria le Bocce sangiovese blend, Chianti Classico, Tuscany, Italy......................................32 

’09 Robert Foley charbono, Napa, half bottle...................................................................................33 

’06 Valdinera nebbiolo, Sontuoso, Alba, Piedmont, Italy...............................................................33 

’12 Finca Decero malbec, Remolinos Vineyard, Agrelo, Mendoza, Argentina.............................33 

’10 Henri Brunier grenache blend, Le Pigeoulet en Provence, Vaucluse, Rhône, France...........33 

’12 Banshee unique beast blend, Mordecai, California....................................................................33 

 ‘unique beast’ is Banshee co-founder Baron Ziegler’s phrase, not mine (I would’ve said ‘sexy beast’ blend)(best Ben 
 Kingsley role ever!);  in essence, half Napa bordeaux blend (mostly cab, dashes of cab franc, merlot, petit verdot), 
 half California chateauneuf (Sonoma syrah, Mendocino carignane, Paso grenache), but augmented by a 10% spice rack 
 of Dry Creek zin, Sierra Foothills barbera, and (surprise!) touriga nacional from the Rockpile AVA (beauty & beast?!)   
’10 Silvio Grasso barbera, Alba, Piedmont, Italy.............................................................................33 

'12 Glatzer blaufränkisch, Altenberg, Carnuntum, Austria..........................................................33 

’03 Rotta black monukka, ‘sun-baked’, Templeton, half bottle......................................................33 

                                  hey, it’s summer in Scottsdale – who isn’t? 

’13 Andrew Murray syrah, Tous Les Jours, Central Coast...........................................................33 



VINO ROJO  (the ‘Page Springs Eternal’ page) 
 

                                    ***spotlight *** 

’12 Arizona Stronghold cabernet sauvignon, Dala, Cochise County, Arizona.............................34 

’12 Grand Canyon Cellars zinfandel/pinot noir/syrah/gewürztraminer,  

                                                                                          the Traveller, Cornville, Arizona............ 35 

’13 Page Springs laundry list blend, Mule’s Mistake, Cornville, Arizona.....................................36 

’12 Grand Canyon Cellars wild & wooly blend, the Voyager, Cornville, Arizona...................... 40 

’13 Page Springs syrah, Jesperson Ranch, Edna Valley..................................................................88 

’12 Page Springs petite sirah/grenache/cabernet sauvignon/zinfandel,  

                                                          El Vino de Humo, Chiricahua Mountains, Arizona..............90 

’13 Page Springs sangiovese, Fort Bowie Vineyard, Wilcox, Arizona...........................................93 

’13 Page Springs grenache, Colibri Vineyard, Whitetail Canyon, Portal, Arizona.....................95 

’13 Page Springs mourvèdre/grenache/syrah/petite sirah, MGSp, Arizona/California...............96 

’13 Page Springs petite sirah/syrah, Lan Pai, Yavapai County, Arizona......................................99 

’12 Page Springs petite sirah, Shell Creek Vineyard, Paso Robles...............................................102 

’12 Page Springs sangiovese, Fort Bowie Vineyard, Wilcox, Arizona..........................................103 

’12 Page Springs syrah, Clone 99, Colibri Vineyard, Chiricahua Mountains, Arizona.............104 

’12 Page Springs grenache, East Block, Colibri Vineyard, Whitetail Canyon, Portal, Arizona.106 

’11 Page Springs petite sirah, Nuevo Block,  

                                                  Arizona Stronghold Vineyard, Sulfur Springs, Arizona.............108 

’11 Page Springs syrah, Page Springs Vineyard, Oak Creek, Yavapai County, Arizona..........110 

’09 Page Springs grenache, Colibri Vineyard, Whitetail Canyon, Portal, Arizona....................112 

’13 Page Springs counoise/syrah/mourvèdre/grenache/petite sirah/tannat,  

                                                                                             ECIPS, Arizona/California..................114 

’12 Page Springs grenache/syrah/petite sirah/mourvèdre, GSPm, Arizona/California..............116 

’11 Page Springs petite sirah, Scheid Vineyard, Hames Valley, Monterey..................................118 

’12 Page Springs syrah, Clone 383, Arizona Stronghold Vineyard, Sulfur Springs, Arizona...120 

’12 Page Springs merlot, Fort Bowie Vineyard, Wilcox, Arizona................................................122 

’12 Page Springs zinfandel, Bonita Springs Vineyard, Graham County, Arizona.....................124 

’12 Page Springs grenache, Hilltop Block, Colibri Vineyard,  

                                                                         Whitetail Canyon, Portal, Arizona..........................126 

’12 Page Springs cabernet franc, Santa Margarita Vineyard, Paso Robles.................................128 

’12 Page Springs grenache, Carriage Vineyard, Paso Robles........................................................130 

’12 Page Springs aglianico, Dragoon Vineyard, Wilcox, Arizona.................................................132 

’10 Page Springs petite sirah, Page Springs Vineyard, Yavapai County, Arizona.....................133 

’12 Page Springs counoise/syrah/mourvèdre/grenache, ECIPS, Arizona/California..................134 

’13 Page Springs petite sirah, Ranchita Canyon Vineyard, Paso Robles.....................................136 

’13 Page Springs aglianico, Dragoon Vineyard, Wilcox, Arizona.................................................139 

’12 Page Springs mourvèdre, Norte Block,  

                                               Arizona Stronghold Vineyard, Sulfur Springs, Arizona.................140 

’13 Page Springs montepulciano, Dragoon Vineyard, Wilcox, Arizona.......................................142 

’13 Page Springs counoise, Colibri Vineyard, Whitetail Canyon, Portal, Arizona.....................144 

’12 Page Springs petite sirah, Ranchita Canyon Vineyard, Paso Robles.....................................148 

’12 Page Springs petit verdot, Ranchita Canyon Vineyard, Paso Robles....................................150 

’12 Page Springs mourvèdre, Colibri Vineyard, Whitetail Canyon, Portal, Arizona................152 

’12 Page Springs marselan, Dragoon Vineyard, Wilcox, Arizona................................................155 

’09 Page Springs counoise, Colibri Vineyard, Whitetail Canyon, Portal, Arizona.....................168 

’09 Glomski cabernet sauvignon/cabernet franc, Paso Robles......................................................302 
 

 Eric Glomski kicks ass!  Arizona’s most talented, creative, groundbreaking winemaker, Eric owns and operates Page Springs  
 & AZ Stronghold while consulting for others, notably GCC; this particular spotlight is an abject lesson in supply and demand,  
 as all the wines $80 and up are extreme rarities (we possess ONE or TWO, that’s it, they could be gonzo by the time you 
 read this, sorry); really, if Eric was based in California, he’s be hailed as one of the best in the entire country, not just AZ 



VINO ROJO  (you know us…we like to go against the lagrein) 

 

’07 Niedermayr lagrein gries, Blacedelle, Alto Adige, Italy............................................................34 

’11 Erste + Neue lagrein, Sudtirol, Alto Adige, Italy.......................................................................34 

 except in this case we’re going with the lagrein, a rare Northern Italian varietal capable of great depth and complexity 

’12 Coto de Hayas garnacha, Centenaria (100 year old vines), Campo de Borja, Spain.............34 

’09 Fattoria di Lucignano sangiovese/canaiolo/altri a bacca rossa,  

                                                                 Chianti Colli Fiorentini, Tuscany, Italy...........................34 

’09 Chateau Musar cinsault blend, Jeune, Bekaa Valley, Lebanon...............................................34 

’10 Recanati cabernet sauvignon, kosher, reserve, David Vineyard, Upper Galilee, Israel.........34 

         ’10 Argiolas cannonau/carignano/bovale sardo, Costera, Sisini Estates, Sardinia, Italy............34         

’05 Poliziano prugnolo gentile blend, Vino Nobile di Montepulciano, Tuscany, Italy.................34 

’12 Lioco carignane, old vines, Indica, Tollini Vineyard, Redwood Valley, Mendocino.............34 

’12 Charles Smith cabernet sauvignon, Chateau Smith, Columbia, Washington........................34 

’11 La Posta malbec, Pizzella Family Vineyard, Altamira, Mendoza, Argentina.........................35 

’11 Cinquin gamay, Domaine des Braves, Régnié, Beaujolais, France..........................................35 

’13 Force of Nature red blend, Mossfire Ranch, Paso Robles........................................................35 

 Rob Murray strikes again! this time with a Paso-riffic 2013  mix-mash of merlot, cab, malbec, petite sirah & syrah 

’12 Grand Canyon Cellars zinfandel/pinot noir/syrah/gewürztraminer,  

                                                                                          the Traveller, Cornville, Arizona............ 35 

’10 Et Fille pinot noir, Willamette, Oregon......................................................................................35 

’12 Boneshaker zinfandel/cabernet sauvignon, Lodi.......................................................................35 

’07 Domaine du Gour de Chaulé grenache blend, Gigondas, Rhône, France, half bottle.............35 

’06 Avignonesi prugnolo gentile blend,  

                                          Vino Nobile di Montepulciano, Tuscany, Italy, half bottle………………….35 

’13 Page Springs laundry list blend, Mule’s Mistake, Cornville, Arizona....................................36 

  in case you missed the earlier homage, Page Springs is home to Arizona’s hottest young winemaker, Eric Glomski;  
  this year, the unique blend that comprises Mule’s is one-third grenache, one-half sangiovese & barbera, with some  
  zinfandel & seyval blanc (yup, AZ seyval blanc, go figure), too, and if you spill any, it’ll all come out in the wash   
’12 Sandrone dolcetto, Alba, Piedmont, Italy...................................................................................36 

’11 Chaman bordeaux blend, La Consulta, San Carlos, Argentina...............................................36 

  mostly petit verdot with cab and cab franc, another fine high altitude wine from the mystical cats at Vine Connections 
’12 Smith & Hook cabernet sauvignon, Monterey...........................................................................36 

’99 Bürklin-Wolf st laurent blend, estate, Pfalz, Germany............................................................36 

’09 Castello di Querceto sangiovese blend, riserva, Chianti Classico, Tuscany, Italy.................36  

'11 Les Pensees de Pallus cabernet franc, Chinon, Loire, France.................................................36 

’10 Kenneth Volk negrette, Calleri Vineyard, San Benito..............................................................36 

 the Ronda Rousey of red wine, sporting a rugged, funk-filled aroma and a soft, rather pretty berries & cream palate 
’08 Famille Perrin grenache/syrah, Les Cornuds, Vinsobres, Rhône, France..............................36 

’13 Belasco de Baquedano malbec, 100 year old vines, Llama, Agrelo, Mendoza, Argentina....37  

’09 Sean Minor red blend, Napa.......................................................................................................37 

     you don’t see a lot of kitchen sink blends from Napa, and you surely don’t see many value wines from Napa,  
           so here it is, proof that unicorns actually do exist (but they can’t fly – that’s preposterous);  
           half of this is merlot and petit verdot, the rest is zinfandel, petite sirah, syrah and malbec 
’12 Janiuk bordeaux/syrah blend, Columbia, Washington.............................................................37 

          the winemaker web stats say this is 539% malbec; it may be malbec heavy, but, c’mon! 
’13 Banshee pinot noir, Sonoma.........................................................................................................37 

 don’t get me wrong, I like the wine, but the Cinemax explosion called Banshee is a tasty testosterone tour de (by) force  
’08 Domaine Chahut et Prodiges grolleau, Coup de Canon, Touraine, France............................37 

’12 Brack Mountain Wine Co cabernet sauvignon, Bench, Alexander Valley..............................37 

’12 Domaine Terlato & Chapoutier shiraz/viognier, Victoria, Australia......................................37 

’10 Vietti barbera, Tre Vigne, Asti, Piedmont, Italy........................................................................37 



VINO ROJO continued  (direct quote from the Scottsdale Tribune:  
       “someone with a sense of humor has added witty descriptors”  
               to the wine list…so much for journalistic integrity) 

 

’09 Zolo cabernet sauvignon, reserve, San Pablo Vineyard,  

                                                                Tupungato, Valle de Uco, Mendoza, Argentina...............37 

’11 Setzer zweigelt, Weinviertal, Austria..........................................................................................38 

’08 Masseria Li Veli negroamaro, riserva, Salice Salentino, Salento, Apulia, Italy......................38 

’12 Rio Madre graciano, Rioja, Spain...............................................................................................38 

’12 Torbreck grenache/shiraz/mataro, unoaked, cuvee Juveniles, Barossa, Australia................38 

’13 Hahn bordeaux blend, meritage, Central Coast........................................................................38 

’13 Salcheto sangiovese/mammolo/canaiolo, Chianti Colli Senesi, Tuscany, Italy........................38 

‘11 Coquena tannat, Tolombón, Salta, Argentina............................................................................38 

’07 Fairview shiraz, Paarl, South Africa...........................................................................................38 

’12 Hill Family red blend, the Barrel Blend, Napa...........................................................................38 

 chalk it up to the voracity of the 2012 vintage in California in general and Napa in particular, or chalk it up to the 
 Hill Family’s blending skills, or skip the chalk all together and dive in to this big, bold, bad boy, which starts with a 
 foundation of two-thirds merlot and adds syrah, malbec, petit verdot, cab, zin, and petite sirah to the architecture  
’09 Terredora di Paolo piedirosso, Lacryma di Christi, Vesuvio, Campania, Italy......................38 

’12 Casa Silva carménère, gran reserva, Los Lingues Vineyard, Colchagua Valley, Chile.........38  

’07 Clos de Chacras cabernet sauvignon, Uco Valley, Mendoza, Argentina.................................39 

’07 Pierce Ranch touriga nacional, San Antonio Valley, Monterey................................................39 

’07 Les Palliéres grenache blend, Gigondas, Rhône, France, half bottle.........................................39 

  why is this so freakishly terrific?  is it the connection to the Brunier family of Vieux Télégraphe chateauneuf fame?   
 perhaps its the ridiculously ripe 2007 vintage in Rhône?  maybe the addition of mourvèdre and clairette to the mix? 
 like I tell the crew, ours is not to question why, ours is but to pour and then pour some more of this crazy half bottle 

’12 Mitolo shiraz, the Jester, Willunga, McLaren Vale, Australia.................................................39 

’12 Sans Liege grenache, Groundwork, Santa Barbara..................................................................39 

’12 G D Vajra dolcetto, organic, Alba, Piedmont, Italy...................................................................39 

'13 Argyle pinot noir, Willamette, Oregon........................................................................................39 

’12 Ridge zinfandel/kitchen sink blend, Three Valleys, Sonoma....................................................39 

point one: Paul Draper and Ridge have enjoyed more consistent success for a longer time with California zin than anyone 
point two: Ridge Prez Donn Reisen was a marketing genius, and he never sued me for using 'kitchen sink' as a descriptor 
point three: very hinky blend of petite sirah, carignane, mataro, grenache, alicante bouschet and fab aforementioned zin from  
point four: equally hinky blend of Sonoma’s trio of wine-producing valleys; Alexander, Dry Creek and Russian River 
point is: at some point you should stop reading this drivel and start hink. … er, drinking, already 
’06 Umathum zweigelt, Burgenland, Austria...................................................................................39 

'13 Laetitia pinot noir, Arroyo Grande............................................................................................39 

’12 Kaltern Caldero lagrein, Südtirol, Alto Adige, Italy.................................................................39 

’08 Finca Perdriel malbec, Lujan de Cuyo, Mendoza, Argentina..................................................39 

’10 Fattoria La Salita sangiovese, Tuscany, Italy............................................................................39 

this hidden gem is made by Giorgio Rivetti of La Spinetta fame; it’s essentially a crazy delicious Chianti they chose to 
market as a sangiovese to sell to the New World, for some reason (perhaps so we don’t turn the bottles into candles)  

’11 Peterson zinfandel field blend, Tradizionale, West Vineyard, Dry Creek Valley.................39 

Fred Peterson went the old Italian farmer route with this, actually blending this 1920s-planted vineyard in the field  
rather than the tank; while the zinfandel dominates, small amounts of red varietals mataro, petite sirah, carignane, 
alicante bouschet, as well as even smaller amounts of white varietals semillon, sauvignon vert and burger, figure in; 

finally, some marketing wizard has created a wine to drink with your burger that already has some burger in it! 
’12 Darting pinot meunier, Pfalz, Germany.....................................................................................39 

        even in Germany you’d be hard-pressed to find a wine list with a 100% pinot meunier from Germany 



VINO ROJO  continued 
                   (why is it continued, you ask?  
             because you can’t teach an old peg 
        to sit in a square doghouse – or something –  
                     damn that writer’s strike!) 
 

’09 Inama carménère/merlot, Piu, Berici, Veneto, Italy.................................................................40 

’12 Casanova di Neri sangiovese/colorino, IrRosso,  

                                                 Le Cetine Vineyard, Montalcino, Tuscany, Italy............................40 

 on our 2013 whirlwind tour of Italy’s wine regions, these were the wineries who boasted the best ‘front men’, IE the 
 Barnum & Bailey showmen who enthralled the crowd through language (Stefano Inama speaking multiple dialects, all  
 with a decidedly UK accent), innovation (Giacomo Neri making brunello in both old world and new world styles), flair 
 (Stefano, convertible Jaguar), quality (Giacomo transformed Neri into a 100% gravity-based winery), creativity (Piu 
 is moving to screwcaps!), and the 3 P’s: pizzazz, panache, and presence (and it doesn’t hurt that the wines all rock)   
’12 Grand Canyon Cellars wild & wooly blend, the Voyager, Cornville, Arizona...................... 40 

 how wild? try syrah, grenache, petite sirah, blaufränkisch, pinotage, zinfandel, viognier, and arinarnoa…go on, try!  
’10 The Paring bordeaux/sangiovese/syrah blend, Ballard Canyon, Santa Ynez.........................40 

’09 Balché malbec/cabernet franc/grenache/carignan, RB, Valle de Guadalupe, Mexico...........40 

’12 Tikal bonarda/malbec, Patriota, Mendoza, Argentina.............................................................41 

’07 Clos Pissarra syrah/grenache, Aristan Vineyard, Falset, Montsant, Spain............................41   

NV Stolpman syrah/sangiovese, La Cuadrilla, Ballard Canyon....................................................41 

 in order to keep a full time crew, Stolpman designates this 2 acre block that the team self-manages and profits from  
’10 Von Siebenthal bordeaux blend, Parcela #7, Panquehue, Aconcagua Valley, Chile..............42 

’11 Querciabella tuscan blend, biodynamic, Mongrana, Maremma, Tuscany, Italy...................42 

’12 Tooth & Nail cabernet sauvignon/petite sirah/syrah/malbec,  

                                                             the Possessor, Tolliver Ranch, Paso Robles.........................42 

 up to this, the midway-ish point, all the wines on this particular page are blends, many of them unique to their region   
 or just flat out unusual; blender madness can be a good thing, as the above wines collectively suggest, but don’t let that  
 lull you into a false sense of security when someone wants to wager that, despite your (unrelenting and boorish)boasts,  
 you actually can NOT make any cocktail taste good just by using whatever’s in your kitchen, even when they get to   
 choose the base ingredient – because that’s when they’ll say “garlic” (don’t even attempt it, just shut up and pay up) 

’09 Tauzher refosk peduncolo, organic, Kras, Slovenia...................................................................42 

’09 Domaine de la Madone gamay, le Perreon, Beaujolais, France................................................42  

’07 Ronchi nebbiolo, Barbaresco, Piedmonte, Italy, half bottle......................................................42 

’11 Fanti sangiovese grosso, rosso di Montalcino, Tuscany, Italy..................................................42 

‘11 Fittings grenache, Maury, Languedoc-Roussillon, France........................................................42 

’10 Stuhlmuller zinfandel, estate, Alexander Valley.........................................................................42 

’12 Ad Libitum maturana tinta, organic, Rioja, Spain.....................................................................42 

          another ridiculously rare indigenous Spanish varietal from Professor of Oenology Juan Carlos Sancha 
    (I mean, he’s no Professor Longhair, but, still…)(yeah, I’m listening to an awesome live cut from him just now) 

’07 Ioppa vespolina, Colline Novaresi, Ghemme, Piedmont, Italy..................................................42 

’11 Berger blauer zweigelt, Haid Vineyard, Kremstal, Austria......................................................42 

’09 Georges Dubœuf gamay, Domaine Desmures, Chiroubles, Beaujolais, France......................43  

’12 Scarpetta barbera, Monferrato, Piedmonte, Italy......................................................................43   

’11 Labor pinot noir, Willamette, Oregon........................................................................................44 

 release number three from renowned industry consultant Corey Nyman; expect big things from his wines, he is a stud 

’10 LaZarre merlot, Paso Robles.......................................................................................................44 

’09 Russian Hill syrah, estate, Russian River...................................................................................44 

’10 Chateau Haut-Bana bordeaux blend, Médoc, France...............................................................44 

’03 Bründlmayer st laurent, Ried Ladner, Langenlois, Austria.....................................................44 



VINO ROJO       “roses are red, violets are blue, 
                     if you don’t like this wine list, oh well” 
    (I guess it’s true, there is no rhyme or reason to this thing) 
 

’12 Catena malbec, Estate Mountain Vines, Agrelo, Mendoza, Argentina...................................44 

’07 Bodegas Benegas sangiovese, Libertad Vineyard, Mendoza, Argentina.................................44 

  you know about the Argentina malbec – either that, or the five gazillion cases sold here last month were a fluke – 
   but did you know that folks from Lynch Bage were knocking out superb sangiovese & cab franc there, as well ?  
’12 Selby cabernet sauvignon, Sonoma.............................................................................................44 

’12 Justin cabernet sauvignon, Paso Robles.....................................................................................44 

'10 Summers cabernet sauvignon, Calistoga....................................................................................45 

’10 Niner cabernet sauvignon, Bootjack Ranch, Paso Robles........................................................45 

’10 Random Ridge cabernet sauvignon/cabernet franc, Mount Veeder.......................................45 

’10 Krutz Family cabernet sauvignon, Magnolia Series, Napa......................................................45 

 let’s talk cabernet – specifically, 2010 & 2012, Napa, spectacular, and I don’t even drink cab;  both vintages were  
 strong all over California, as evidenced by Selby’s Sonoma & the Paso Robles entries (the Niner has 1% carménère!) 

’06 A-Mano primitivo, riserva, Prima Mano, Apulia, Italy............................................................45 

’07 Pierre Amadieu grenache/syrah, La Grangelière, Vacqueyras, Rhône, France.....................45 

’09 Georges Viornery gamay, cuvee Unique, vieilles vignes,  

                                                                           Côte de Brouilly, Beaujolais, France......................45 

’10 Allora bordeaux blend, Revenge, Napa......................................................................................45 

’05 Jose Maria da Fonseca castelao/touriga nacional/touriga franca,  

                                                               Periquita Reserva, Setubal Peninsula, Portugal................45 

‘07 Stefano Farina nebbiolo, Barbaresco, Piedmont, Italy..............................................................45 

’10 Chateau La Clare bordeaux blend, kosher, Medoc, France.....................................................45 

’11 Burning Tree Cellars grenache, the Peasant, Carriage Vineyard, Templeton.......................46 

’10 Pierre Chainier pinot noir, Les Hospices, Sancerre, Loire, France.........................................46 

’02 Bründlmayer blauburgunder/merlot, Dechant Mountain, Langenlois, Austria....................46 

’09 Georges Dubœuf gamay, Juliénas, Beaujolais, France.............................................................46  

’12 Lieu Dit cabernet franc, carbonic maceration, Santa Ynez.....................................................46  

’03 Paul Lehrner st laurent, Mittenburgenland, Austria................................................................47 

‘11 Noemia malbec, A Lisa, Rio Negro Valley, Patagonia, Argentina...........................................47 

’08 Tenuta di Trinoro bordeaux plus blend, Le Cupole, Tuscany, Italy.......................................47 

   Le Cupole, Trinoro’s entry-level wine, is a blend of mostly cab franc with splashes of merlot, troia and cesanese 
’07 Berger zweigelt, Leithen Vineyard, Kremstal, Austria.............................................................47 

'03 Acrata grenache/carignan, Portada, Ensenada, Baja, Mexico.................................................47 

’09 Chateau Haut-Goujon bordeaux blend, Montagne St Emilion, France.................................48 

’11 Fox Farms syrah, Rogue Valley, Oregon...................................................................................48 

’11 Elyse red blend, Nero Misto, California....................................................................................48 

 Ray Coursen’s ‘mixed blacks’ blend is from half a dozen vineyards (mostly in Napa) and calls to mind a Chateauneuf 
 (if Chateauneuf had barbera, zinfandel and petite sirah added to the grenache, syrah, mourvèdre and carignan base)  
’10 Neyers zinfandel, Del Barba Vineyard, Contra Costa..............................................................48 

’12 Green & Red zinfandel, Chiles Mill Vineyard, Napa...............................................................48 

                                                                zinfandel: a haiku 

                                                               zin as zen…surprise! 

                                                         extract/distract, berry bomb  

                                                                    liquid viagra 

’11 Field Recordings bordeaux/tannat blend,  

                                                  Chorus Effect, Koligian Vineyard, Paso Robles.............................49 

’10 Querciabella sangiovese, Chianti Classico, Tuscany, Italy.......................................................49 

’09 Chateau Paloumey cabernet sauvignon/merlot, Haut-Médoc, France....................................49 

‘10 Louis Latour pinot noir, Marsannay, France............................................................................49 



VINO ROJO   the reason we don’t spend more time in Seattle is  
the metaphysical weather (it’s always raining cats and dogma) 

 

’10 Novelty Hill cabernet sauvignon, Columbia, Washington........................................................49 

’11 Cass grenache, estate, Paso Robles.............................................................................................49 

’12 Soter pinot noir, North Valley, Willamette, Oregon..................................................................49 

’09 Domaine la Millière grenache blend, Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Rhône, France, half bottle......49 

’09 Miura pinot noir, Monterey.........................................................................................................50 

’05 Chateau Côte Montpezat bordeaux blend, Castillon-Côtes-de-Bordeaux, France................50 

’12 Susana Balbo malbec, Signature, Mendoza, Argentina............................................................50 

’07 Loma Vista cabernet sauvignon, Napa.......................................................................................50 

’06 Chateau du Seuil bordeaux blend, Graves, France...................................................................51 

’11 Cline Cellars pinot noir, Cool Climate, Sonoma Coast, double bottle......................................51 

’09 Chateau Lyonnat bordeaux blend, Lussac-St Emilion, France................................................51 

’11 Cass mourvèdre, estate, Paso Robles..........................................................................................51 

’11 Fox Farm pinot noir, Willamette, Oregon..................................................................................52 

'10 Gamble Family zinfandel/syrah/petite sirah/charbono, Heritage Sites, Napa...................... ..52 

’09 Domaine Regis Bouvier pinot noir, en Montre Cul, Bourgogne, France................................54 

’03 San Rustico corvina blend, Gaso Vineyard, recioto, 

                                                     Valpolicella Classico, Veneto, Italy, half bottle............................54 

’06 Antonelli sagrantino, Umbria, Italy............................................................................................54 

 sagrantino, the only varietal indigenous to Umbria, is typically a bittersweet chocolate/roast espresso/clove-like affair;   
 Wikipedia describes sagrantino as ‘dark & brooding with an almost black center’ (finally, a wine after my own heart) 

’12 Alexana pinot noir, Revana Vineyard, Dundee Hills, Oregon..................................................54 

’11 Luca pinot noir, Tupungato-Gualtallary, Valle de Uco, Mendoza, Argentina.......................54 

’12 Melville pinot noir, estate, Santa Rita Hills................................................................................55 

’11 Viña Garces Silva pinot noir, Amayna, Leyda, San Antonio, Chile........................................55 

quirky quartet of pinot producers all in a row, all kicking out stylish, focused wines that may nod to Burgundy in passing  
 but spend a lot more effort saluting the region from which they derive, and they all do so in highly memorable fashion 
’10 Anderson’s Conn Valley Vineyards cabernet sauvignon, reserve, Napa, half bottle..............55 

’09 San Felice sangiovese, riserva, Il Grigio, Chianti Classico, Tuscany, Italy.............................55 

’09 Chateau Puy-Blanquet bordeaux blend, St Emilion, France...................................................55 

’10 Condado de Haza tempranillo, Ribera del Duero, Spain..........................................................55 

’07 Antiqv²s syrah, Gary’s Vineyard, Santa Lucia Highlands.......................................................56 

’11 Tikal malbec, Amorio, Vista Flores, Mendoza, Argentina.......................................................56 

’12 Bedrock zinfandel, old vine, Sonoma..........................................................................................56 

'11 Hirsch Vineyards pinot noir, Bohan-Dillon, Sonoma Coast.....................................................57 

         ’11 Roco pinot noir, Willamette, Oregon..........................................................................................57 

          the personal project of longtime Argyle Winemaker Rollin Soles, pronounced ‘rock – oh’, probably because it does 
’12 Ramey bordeaux/syrah blend, Claret, Napa..............................................................................57 

’10 l’Ecole No 41 merlot, Columbia, Washington............................................................................58 

’12 Lioco pinot noir, Sonoma Coast.................................................................................................58 

’09 Firriato nero d’avola, Harmonium, Sicilia, Italy.......................................................................58 

'11 Cass cabernet sauvignon, estate, Paso Robles............................................................................59  

’09 Chateau Haut-Beausejour bordeaux blend, St Estèphe, France..............................................59  

’12 Cline zinfandel, Meadowbrook Ranch Vineyard, Tehama County.........................................59 

’08 Les Palliéres grenache blend, Gigondas, Rhône, France..........................................................59 

’10 Mercer bordeaux blend, Cavalie reserve, Columbia Valley, Washington..............................59 

’08 Palliser pinot noir, estate, Martinborough, New Zealand........................................................59 

NV Apis mead, Jadwiga, 25 year royal reserve, Poland.................................................................60 

   for those of you finding the list a bit too mundane and predictable, we offer a very rare 25 year old Polish mead 
(and if you predicted that was coming, I’m taking away your silverware before you start bending spoons, there, Kreskin) 



VINO ROJO            two wrongs may not make a right,  
                    but fourteen Wrights sure eat up some space 
 

                                    ***spotlight *** 

’12 Ken Wright pinot noir, Willamette, Oregon..............................................................................60 

'09 Ken Wright pinot noir, Freedom Hill Vineyard, Coast Range, Oregon, half bottle..............74 

'09 Ken Wright pinot noir, McCrone Vineyard,  

                                               Yamhill-Carlton District, Oregon, half bottle...................................85 

'09 Ken Wright pinot noir, Canary Hill Vineyard, Eola-Amity Hills, Oregon, half bottle..........90 

'12 Ken Wright pinot noir, Nysa Vineyard, Dundee Hills, Oregon.............................................144 

'12 Ken Wright pinot noir, McCrone Vineyard, Yamhill-Carlton District, Oregon.................150 

’07 Ken Wright pinot noir, Savoya Vineyard, Yamhill-Carlton District, Oregon.....................166 

'05 Ken Wright pinot noir, Elton Vineyard, Eola-Amity Hills, Oregon......................................177 

'04 Ken Wright pinot noir, Freedom Hill Vineyard, Coast Range, Oregon...............................188 

’04 Ken Wright pinot noir, Guadalupe Vineyard, Yamhill-Carlton District, Oregon..............197 

'04 Ken Wright pinot noir, Carter Vineyard, Eola-Amity Hills, Oregon...................................244 

'12 Ken Wright pinot noir, Freedom Hill Vineyard, Coast Range, Oregon, double bottle........255 

'12 Ken Wright pinot noir, Freedom Hill Vineyard,  

                                                            Coast Range, Oregon, quadruple bottle...............................475 

'09 Ken Wright pinot noir, Freedom Hill Vineyard,  

                                                            Coast Range, Oregon, quadruple bottle...............................555 

the rundown on Ken Wright pinot is as follows:  Wright is the former winemaker of Panther Creek and had a lot to   
do with driving the whole ‘wake up and smell the Oregon’ movement with his stunning pinots of the early ‘90s….. 
now that he is representing his own eponymous label, he is continually making greater strides toward discovering how  
far Oregon pinot can go, as evidenced by the results of the last dozen vintages; these wines can match most grand cru  
Burgundy toe-to-toe for stately elegance and exquisite balance, yet possess a plethora of flavors and aromas so exotic,  
they should come with subtitles; typical for Wright, these wines are intensely tight, bordering on uncomfortable, for  
the first few years of their lives, and will benefit tremendously from extended aeration; it’s possible you may see these  
wines for less elsewhere, but not probable, as Wright’s production is minuscule, our allocation is laughable, and prices  
are consequently climbing like a Phoenix thermometer; still, for all of you searching for Mr Right, this Wright seems  
to do no wrong (with the exception of designing his own labels since vintage 2000, which are as scary as this guy’s  
winemaking talent…I looked up ‘gothic hell’ in the dictionary yesterday and I swear one of these labels was pictured! -  
but, then again, so was my childhood, so if you were still trying to decipher the 'why' behind the list, there's a clue)  
 

’10 Yves Leccia nielluccia/grenache, Patrimonio, Corsica, France................................................60  

'04 Glatzer st laurent, Altenberg, Carnuntum, Austria..................................................................60 

’11 Landmark pinot noir, Grand Detour, Sonoma Coast...............................................................60 

’10 Hearst Ranch cabernet franc, Lone Tree, Paso Robles.............................................................61 

’09 Selvapiana sangiovese, riserva, Bucerchiale Vineyard, Chianti Rufina, Tuscany, Italy........62 

'10 Summers cabernet sauvignon, Knights Valley...........................................................................62 

     Summers is best known for their sturdy charbono, but in 2010 they killed it with their array of cabernets 
’08 Balché zinfandel, ZF, Valle de Guadalupe, Mexico...................................................................62 

’09 Chateau Dutruch Grand Poujeaux bordeaux blend, Moulis en Medoc, France....................62  

’11 Hamilton Russell pinot noir, Hemel-en-Aarde Valley, Cape of Good Hope, South Africa...63 

‘11 K Vintners syrah, the Deal, Sundance Vineyard, Wahluke Slope, Washington....................63 

’06 Tomaso Bussola corvinone blend, TB, Valpolicella Classico, Veneto, Italy............................63 

’10 Chateau Lilian Ladouys bordeaux blend, St Estèphe, France..................................................63 

’09 Aldo Conterno freisa/cabernet/merlot, Langhe, Piedmont, Italy.............................................63 

’12 Kobalt cabernet sauvignon/petite sirah/carignane, Window Pane, Napa...............................63 

      perhaps they call this Window Pane because it’s LSD – Lotsa Psychedelic Deliciousness!  or perhaps not 
’12 Habit bordeaux blend, Los Olivos...............................................................................................63 

         ’11 Krutz pinot noir, Akins Vineyard, Anderson Valley.................................................................63 



VINO ROJO    it’s a good thing red wine is healthy for you,  
       since I’d be hard-pressed to get a match on a transfusion  
      (not a lot of zinfandel-negative on hand at the blood bank) 
 

’12 Ridge zinfandel field blend, Geyserville, Alexander Valley.....................................................63 

        anyone who questions whether zinfandel can reach world-class heights has never tasted Geyserville 
                                   (unlike my blood type, it’s zinfandel-positive)   
’11 G D Vajra barbera, Alba, Piedmont, Italy.................................................................................63 

’10 Yves Leccia niellucciu/grenache, Patromonio, Corsica, France...............................................64 

’11 Domingo Molina malbec, Yacochuya, Cafayate, Salta, Argentina...........................................64 

’12 K Vintners syrah, Milbrandt Vineyard, Wahluke Slope, Washington...................................65 

’12 Sojourn pinot noir, Sonoma Coast..............................................................................................66 

’11 Dragonette grenache, Santa Barbara.........................................................................................66 

’10 Amor Fati syrah, Murmur Vineyard, Santa Maria..................................................................66 

’09 Domaine Berthelomot pinot noir, Noizons, Pommard, France, half bottle.............................66 

'12 Stuhlmuller cabernet sauvignon, Alexander Valley..................................................................66  

  back in the ’70s, when the Meyer family ran Silver Oak, this is what it tasted like (and, back then, what it cost!)  
’11 Brewer-Clifton pinot noir, Santa Rita Hills...............................................................................66 

’09 Chateau Boutisse bordeaux blend, St Emilion, France............................................................66 

'10 Wing Canyon bordeaux blend, Volumnia, Mt Veeder.............................................................66  

‘11 Garage Wine Co cabernet sauvignon, Lot #37, Maipo Alto, Maule Valley, Chile................66 

‘10 Garage Wine Co cabernet franc, Lot #28, Maipo Alto, Maule Valley, Chile.........................67 

    a true Garage wine operation, with less than 60 barrels production annually, unfined, unfiltered, undeniably cool 
’09 Michel Sarrazin pinot noir, Sous la Roche, Givry, France.......................................................67 

’09 Produttori del Barbaresco nebbiolo, Barbaresco, Piedmonte, Italy........................................67 

’10 Chateau Teyssier merlot/cabernet franc, St Emilion, France..................................................68 

’12 Patz & Hall pinot noir, Sonoma Coast........................................................................................68 

'01 Librandi magliocco, Magno Megonio, Calabria, Italy..............................................................68 

’10 Domaine de l’Arnesque grenache blend, cuvee Capelane,  

                                                             Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Rhône, France.................................68 

 this new discovery (to us) has a whole black cherry/Bourbon barrel/licorice doused with tobacco bitters thing happening  

’11 Pesquera tempranillo, Ribera del Duero, Spain........................................................................69 

’10 Guigal grenache blend, Gigondas, Rhône, France....................................................................69 

         ’10 Page Springs pinot noir, Rio San Lucas Vineyard, Salinas River Valley................................69          

’06 Torraccia del Piantavigna nebbiolo, Gattinara, Piedmont, Italy.............................................69 

’07 Showket sangiovese, Napa............................................................................................................70 

’11 Dragonette pinot noir, Santa Rita Hills.......................................................................................70 

’07 Las Moras malbec, Finca Perdenal, San Juan, Argentina........................................................70 

‘10 Antoniolo nebbiolo, Gattinara, Piedmont, Italy........................................................................70 

‘08 Antoniolo nebbiolo, Gattinara, Piedmont, Italy........................................................................71 

  if Barolo is the Cognac of nebbiolo, Gattinara is the Armagnac – less polish & pretension, more vibrant & virile  
’09 Domaine la Bouïssiere rhone blend, Gigondas, Rhône, France...............................................71 

’10 Chateau de Sales bordeaux blend, Pomerol, France.................................................................72 

’12 Rivers Marie pinot noir, Sonoma Coast.....................................................................................72 

’10 Domaine de Villaine pinot noir, La Digoine, Côte Chalonnaise, France.................................73 

’10 Scholium Project zinfandel, Arrows of Apollo, Mead Ranch, Atlas Peak...............................74 

’08 Tyler pinot noir, Presidio Vineyard, Santa Barbara.................................................................74 

'01 Brundlmayer cabernet franc/zweigelt, Vincent,  

                                                   Heilgenstein Mountain, Langenlois Kamptal, Austria.................74 

so you like the higher acidity levels in old world wine from, say, France and Italy, but you’re not so fond of the inherent,     
 incessant earth tones (quite frankly, neither is my closet), Brundlmayer reds hit the high notes without visiting the farm 
'10 Cass cabernet sauvignon, estate, Paso Robles............................................................................74  



VINO ROJO   (any hack can churn out best-selling novels,  
                    but this wine list writing takes real commitment)  

 

'09 Ken Wright pinot noir, Freedom Hill Vineyard, Coast Range, Oregon, half bottle...............74 

’12 Domaine Tempier mourvèdre blend, Bandol, France...............................................................74 

’04 Fattoria Rodano sangiovese, Viacosta riserva,  Chianti Classico, Tuscany, Italy..................75  

’11 Ridge petite sirah, Lytton Estate, Dry Creek............................................................................75 

’12 Robert Foley bordeaux/petite sirah/charbono blend, the Griffin, Napa.................................75 

’11 Chateau de Saint Cosme rhone blend, Gigondas, Rhône, France............................................75 

’05 Clonakilla shiraz/viognier, Canberra, New South Wales, Australia.......................................75  

’09 Chateau Gaudin bordeaux blend, Pauillac, France..................................................................75 

’08 Firriato perricone, Ribeca, Pianoro Cuddia, Sicily, Italy.........................................................75 

’10 Clawson Creek Vineyard pinot noir, organic, Angela, Willamette, Oregon..........................75 

’11 Walter Hansel pinot noir, North Slope Vineyard, Russian River............................................75 

’09 G D Vajra barbera, Alba, Piedmont, Italy.................................................................................75 

’11 Caduceus cabernet sauvignon/cabernet franc/petite sirah,  

                                                                            Anubis, Luna County, New Mexico.......................75 

’10 Tablas Creek mourvèdre, estate vineyard, Paso Robles...........................................................75 

                                    ***spotlight *** 

’04 Tomaso Bussola corvinone blend, BG, Valpolicella Classico,  

                                                       Amarone recioto, Veneto, Italy, two-thirds bottle......................75 

’00 Tomaso Bussola corvinone blend, TB, Valpolicella Classico,  

                                                       Amarone recioto, Veneto, Italy, two-thirds bottle....................180 

’99 Tomaso Bussola corvinone blend, TB, Valpolicella Classico,  

                                                       Amarone recioto, Veneto, Italy, two-thirds bottle....................210 

’99 Tomaso Bussola corvinone blend, TB, Valpolicella Classico,  

                                                       Vigneto Alto, Amarone, Veneto, Italy......................................350 

’00 Tomaso Bussola corvinone blend, TB, Valpolicella Classico,  

                                                       Vigneto Alto, Amarone, Veneto, Italy......................................390 

if these amazing wines were an action movie, they’d be ‘the Guns of Amarone’, but it wouldn’t star Governor Arnold 
(way too big and difficult to comprehend) or Tom Cruise (short on size and overpriced on ego), the headliner would 
be George Clooney, a gigantic talent who still exudes enough cool to make the penguins at Sea World feel at home! 
{Mister Clooney has visited Cowboy Ciao on numerous occasions, and a mutual acquaintance who knows us both said 

she ran into him in Vegas and he asked “how’s my favorite restaurant on the planet, Cowboy Ciao, doing?”...now, we 
have no confirmation on this, but, hey, George, as long as you’re not wearing a Batman suit, you’re our favorite, too} 

{and, I’m sorry, but what genius cast Cruise, all 5’1” of him, to play hulking Jack Reacher? Hooray for Hollywood my ass}   

’13 Bedrock red/white blend, Heritage, Evangelho Vineyard, Sacramento River Delta............75  

Morgan Twain-Peterson is the hot shot making this phantasmic wine, from a vineyard that contains over 2 dozen various 
varietals, some of which have been growing there for 100 years (a couple as long as 125!); MT-P has wine in his veins  
 (Joel Peterson of Ravenswood fame is his Pops), so much so he made and sold his first wine at age 5; while he can’t 
 confirm exactly what is happening in this field blend (“come to the vineyard, I’ll show you what I mean by field blend”), 
   rumor has it there are some wildly obscure varietals at work (grand noir de la calmette, peloursin, petite bouschet, 
 alicante bouschet, serene, valdeguié, trousseau noir – and that’s just the reds!)(and not even close to half the reds!)    
’09 Lucien Muzard pinot noir, vieilles vignes, Champs Claude, Santenay, France.....................76 

’10 Mauro Molino nebbiolo, Gallinotto, Barolo, Piedmont, Italy..................................................76 

’12 Biale zinfandel, Black Chicken, Oak Knoll District, Napa.......................................................76 

’10 Xavier Vignon grenache, Gigondas, Rhône, France.................................................................77 

’10 Paradigm merlot, Oakville...........................................................................................................77 

’09 Michel Sarrazin pinot noir, La Perrière, Mercurey, France....................................................77 

 



VINO ROJO  and now, the only wine named after a TV network       
           and the name the cops compare to McLovin on Superbad 
 

                                    ***spotlight *** 
’12 Wind Gap syrah, Sonoma Coast.................................................................................................77  

’12 Wind Gap syrah, Nellessen Vineyard, Sonoma Coast..............................................................84  

’12 Wind Gap pinot noir, Sonoma Coast..........................................................................................85  

’12 Wind Gap grenache, old vine, Sceales Vineyard, Alexander Valley.......................................88  

’12 Wind Gap pinot noir, Gap’s Crown Vineyard, Sonoma Coast................................................90  

’06 Pax syrah, Kobler Family Vineyard, Russian River.................................................................95 

’12 Wind Gap pinot noir, Sun Chase Vineyard, Sonoma Coast....................................................99  

’06 Pax syrah, cuvee Christine, Sonoma.........................................................................................117 

’05 Pax syrah, Obsidian, Knights Valley........................................................................................124 

’05 Pax rhone blend, cuvee Moriah, Sonoma.................................................................................125 

’05 Pax syrah, cuvee Christine, Sonoma.........................................................................................127 

’04 Pax rhone blend, cuvee Moriah, Sonoma.................................................................................133 

’06 Pax syrah, Alder Springs Vineyard, Mendocino.....................................................................138 

’04 Pax syrah, Castelli-Knight Ranch, Russian River...................................................................140 

’04 Pax syrah, cuvee Christine, Sonoma.........................................................................................142 

’03 Pax syrah, Castelli-Knight Ranch, Russian River...................................................................144 

’05 Pax syrah, Alder Springs Vineyard, Mendocino.....................................................................146 

’04 Pax syrah, Alder Springs Vineyard, Mendocino.....................................................................156 

’05 Pax syrah, Kobler Family Vineyard, Russian River...............................................................160 

’03 Pax syrah, cuvee Christine, Sonoma.........................................................................................166 

’05 Pax syrah, Griffins Lair, Sonoma Coast..................................................................................170 

’03 Pax syrah, Alder Springs Vineyard, Terraces, Mendocino....................................................745 

’02 Pax syrah, Alder Springs Vineyard, Terraces, Mendocino....................................................945 

’02 Pax syrah, Alder Springs Vineyard, Mendocino, quadruple bottle......................................2200 

’01 Pax syrah, Alder Springs Vineyard, Mendocino, quadruple bottle......................................2500 

’02 Pax syrah, Alder Springs Vineyard, Terraces, Mendocino, quadruple bottle.....................4000 

                                                    in 2002 I wrote: 
Pax Mahle was one of our first regulars at Cowboy Ciao back in the days when he was a hot shot Scottsdale bartender; 
now, he’s a hot shot winemaker teetering on the verge of stardom; nice to see one of the good guys realize his dream  
   (my dream involves a red room, a trapeze, and pie...no, wait, that’s every movie David Lynch has ever made) 
                                            fast forward to summer, 2005: 
Hospices du Rhône ‘05 was Pax’s official coming out bash, he completely owned the event; indeed, when it comes to Pax,  
he’s a buddy and I’m biased, but I’m friends with several winemakers (thank goodness they have strong palates, ‘cuz when  
it comes to taste in choosing pals, clearly they’ll pony up to anybody), and I don’t know anyone else who’s made this type of 
cannonball splash as quickly and confidently as him, and whatever I’m dreaming these days, it always involves a bottle of Pax 

and as the clock ticks to 2009: 
the world economy is in complete and utter disarray, the Cardinals are in the Super Bowl, and Pax is no longer with Pax! 
not sure who’s taking over as winemaker at Pax (the winery), but my suggestion is to drink these Pax wines (made by Pax,  
the winemaker) now (before they become collectors items) & start looking for Pax (the Mahle) new winery project, Windgap 

don’t look now, it’s almost 2014: 
Pax has his (legal business) name back! we had a chance to catch up in Healdsburg this year, he’s got a bunch of cool stuff 
in the hopper (trousseau gris, orange wine), and we’re hoping to see (and drink) a bit of it at Cowboy Ciao in the next year                   
                                            ok, you can look now, it is 2014: 
Wind Gap, wheeeee!!!  in addition to the reds listed here, we scored a bit of rosé, chardonnay, and a rare trousseau gris;   
as to when to expect us picking up new stuff from the Pax lineup, I had to turn cartwheels to get the Wind Gap and it took  
5 years, so don’t get your socks in a bunch (which is what happens when you turn cartwheels) (like I could turn a cartwheel)   



VINO ROJO  (it’s a big list because I have peccable taste)  
 

’12 Roco pinot noir, the Stalker, Wit’s End & Marsh Estate Vineyards, Willamette, Oregon...77 

 (shhhhh…it’s a secret, you can’t tell anyone, but our inventive friend Rollin Soles did a wacky Valpolicella/whole cluster  
 fusion with this wine by removing the stalks, drying them out to remove the excessive rough green notes, and then later  
 reintroducing them to the fermentation, resulting in a rich, robust, rocking Roco reminiscent of a hypothetical mélange 
 of warm vintage Pommard, ballsy Napa pinot, a dash of late-picked lagrein and some wood chips, but don’t tell anyone)  
’10 ΨPsi tinto fino blend, Ribera del Duero, Spain..........................................................................77 

 newest project from Peter Sissick (of Pingus fame), a hybrid-neo-cooperative scenario in which he and his winemaking  
 team visit local farmers and convince them they’ll pay more money for less fruit (IE, quality over quantity) and advise  
 them on techniques such as crop thinning and organic farming; named for the 23rd letter in the Greek alphabet (Ψ) 
 (coincidentally, I was named for the obscure 29th letter in the Polish alphabet, b, but I since shortened it to Kaz) 
’10 Sans Liege grenache, the Pickpocket, Templeton Gap, Paso Robles.......................................79 

’12 Turnbull cabernet sauvignon, Napa...........................................................................................79 

’12 K Vintners syrah, Clifton Hill, Wahluke Slope, Washington..................................................80 

'01 Heinrich zweigelt/blaufränkisch/st laurent/merlot, Gabarinza, Burgenland, Austria..........80 

’13 Bergström pinot noir, reserve, Cumberland, Willamette, Oregon..........................................80 

’03 Glaymond shiraz/mataro, Landrace, Barossa, Australia.........................................................80 

’10 VinRoc bordeaux blend, RTW, Atlas Peak...............................................................................81 

’11 Shafer merlot, Napa.....................................................................................................................82  

’03 Delius aglianico, Taburno, Campania, Italy..............................................................................82 

’02 R Lopez de Heredia garnacho/tempranillo/mazuelo/graciano,  

                                                                                 reserva, Bosconia, Rioja, Spain........................83 

’09 Solomon Hills Vineyard pinot noir, estate, Santa Maria..........................................................83 

’05 Chateau Trimoulet bordeaux blend, St Emilion, France.........................................................83 

’11 Three Sticks bordeaux/syrah blend, Head High, Sonoma.......................................................83 

’12 Scarlett petit verdot, estate, Rutherford....................................................................................83 

’01 Sirita merlot, Napa......................................................................................................................83 

’09 Jonata vineyard blend, Todos, Santa Ynez...............................................................................83 

 Todos is vineyard slang for ‘everything including the kitchen sink, and a bathtub or two, as well’ – this wild ride has 
 syrah, sangiovese, merlot, cab, grenache, cab franc, petit verdot, sauvignon blanc and viognier, and then I lost count   

                                   ***spotlight *** 

’11 Gaja Ca’ Marcanda merlot/syrah/sangiovese, Promis, Tuscany, Italy...................................83  

’00 Gaja cabernet sauvignon, Darmagi Vineyard, Piedmont, Italy.............................................535 

’00 Gaja nebbiolo blend, Costa Russi Vineyard, Piedmont, Italy................................................545 

’97 Gaja nebbiolo blend, Conteisa Vineyard, Piedmont, Italy.....................................................676 

’97 Gaja nebbiolo blend, Sperss Vineyard, Piedmont, Italy.........................................................725 

’00 Gaja nebbiolo blend, Sori Tilden Vineyard, Piedmont, Italy.................................................800 

’97 Gaja nebbiolo blend, Sori Tilden Vineyard, Piedmont, Italy...............................................1050 

according to Angelo's daughter, Gaia Gaja (which proves he has a sense of humor), the astounding success and 
international acclaim they have achieved is anchored to a philosophy of wines that speak of the region and the vintage; 
they eschew any sort of manipulation and focus unstead on making wines with individual personality, so much so that 

they usually forego the designations of Barolo and Barbaresco, instead blending dollops of barbera with their 
ultra-ripe nebbiolos to a result of density and complexity that transcends tradition to become a new benchmark 

 

’12 Biale zinfandel, Old Kraft Vineyard, St Helena.........................................................................83 

’12 Biale zinfandel, Biale’s Block, Stagecoach Vineyard, Napa.....................................................84 

 Biale continually just crushes the Napa zinfandel genre; the Old Kraft Vineyard was planted in 1890 and produces a 
 rather ethereal, feminine style of zin (if zinfandel can ever be feminine…it’s certainly more enigmatic than elegant, so, 
 feminine it is), while the Stagecoach Vineyard (arguably one of Napa’s most famous sites) is more of a banger with 
 the size & strength you’d expect from Stagecoach, but also the grit & gravitas (Biale’s is the only zin in Stagecoach)   



VINO ROJO   (“…and wipe that silly grenache off your face!”) 
 

’04 Kaesler grenache, the Fave, Barossa, Australia........................................................................84 

’10 Henri Brunier grenache blend, Télégramme,  

                                                            Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Rhône, France..................................84 

 and replace it with a glass of one of these gem-naches… the Fave is an old vine (80+ years) single vineyard from 
 a terrific vintage for Barossa grenache (“it’s an extreme style of wine, no fining or filtering, and it’s loaded with alcohol,  
 so if you’re sensitive, be afraid”, say the tasting notes); another fave is the Télégramme, Brunier’s younger vine CdP 
 that is comprised by and large from grenache, unlike the older sibling Vieux Télégraphe which uses most of the 13 (18?)  
 varietals that are allowed in Chateauneuf (in 2009 the CdP rules added 5 new mutated varietals to the traditional 13!)  
’11 Sanguis syrah, Misfit, Santa Barbara.........................................................................................84 

’05 Coldisole sangiovese grosso, brunello di Montalcino, Tuscany, Italy......................................84 

’12 Wind Gap syrah, Nellessen Vineyard, Sonoma Coast..............................................................84  

’09 Le Cadeau pinot noir, Côte Est, Chehalem Mountains, Oregon.............................................84 

’09 Le Cadeau pinot noir, Diversité, Chehalem Mountains, Oregon............................................85 

 a multi-consulti-winemaker project, Est is a burst of berries from Steve Ryan, Diversité all intensity from Scott Shull 
’07 Prophet’s Rock pinot noir, Bendigo Vineyard, Central Otago, New Zealand........................85 

’09 Chateau Moulin de Tricot cabernet sauvignon/merlot, Margaux, France.............................85 

'09 Ken Wright pinot noir, McCrone Vineyard,  

                                                Yamhill-Carlton District, Oregon, half bottle...................................85 

’12 Wind Gap pinot noir, Sonoma Coast..........................................................................................85  

’04 Bründlmayer blauburgunder, Cécile,  

                                                          Dechant/Käferberg Vineyards, Langenlois, Austria..............85  

’12 Siduri pinot noir, Pisoni Vineyard, Santa Lucia Highlands......................................................86 

’09 Vincent Dureuil pinot noir, Vauvry, Rully, France...................................................................86 

’10 Scarlett cabernet sauvignon, Napa..............................................................................................86 

‘10 Cigliuti nebbiolo, Vie Erte, Barbaresco, Piedmont, Italy...........................................................86 

’12 Sojourn pinot noir, Sangiacomo Vineyard, Sonoma Coast.......................................................86 

’03 Glaymond zinfandel, Krause's Berg, Barossa, Australia..........................................................86 

’09 Chateau Saint Benoit de Ferrand merlot/cabernet franc, Pomerol, France...........................86 

’09 Domaine Louis Boillot pinot noir, Les Grandes Poisots, Volnay, France...............................87 

’12 Bedrock zinfandel, organic, Kirschenmann Vineyard, Lodi.....................................................87 

'12 Switchback Ridge merlot, Peterson Family Vineyard, Napa...................................................87  

’10 Roco pinot noir, Marsh Estate Vineyard, Yamhill-Carlton District, Oregon.........................87 

’08 Terra Rossa sangiovese grosso, brunello di Montalcino, Tuscany, Italy.................................88 

'10 Stuhlmuller cabernet sauvignon, Alexander Valley..................................................................88  

’13 Page Springs syrah, Jesperson Ranch, Edna Valley..................................................................88 

’11 Abeja merlot, Columbia, Washington.........................................................................................88 

’12 Wind Gap grenache, old vine, Sceales Vineyard, Alexander Valley.......................................88 

’12 Justin cabernet franc/merlot, Justification, Paso Robles..........................................................88 

’10 K Vintners sangiovese, Guido, Jack’s Vineyard, Walla Walla, Washington..........................89 

’05 Domaine Castagnier pinot noir, Aux Chezeaux, Morey-Saint-Denis, France........................89 

’07 Fattoria di Rodáno sangiovese/cabernet sauvignon, Monna Claudia,  

                                                   Viacosta Vineyard, Castellina, Tuscany, Italy..............................89  

’12 Sojourn pinot noir, Gap’s Crown Vineyard, Sonoma Coast...................................................89 

’11 Zorah arena noir, Karasi, Rind, Vayotz Dzor, Armenia..........................................................89 

 just down the road from the apparent birthplace of wine (in 2011, a cave was discovered with vats, a wine press, and  
 stems & seeds dating back to 4000 BC) in the village of Rind lies Zorah, a project focused on indigenous Armenian 
 varietals, with arena noir the first release; karasi refers to clay amorphae, which is used to age some of the wine, along 
 with concrete vats and Slovenian oak barrels; Bloomberg Businessweek rated this one of the top ten wines of the year,  
 up there with Quinta do Noval Nacional port, Chateau Haut Brion and Domaine de la Romanee-Conti – nice company! 
 



 
VINO ROJO   yikes! I think we have more Turley than Larry Turley! 

 

                                    ***spotlight *** 

’12 Turley zinfandel, Old Vine, California.......................................................................................89 

’12 Turley zinfandel, organic, Fredericks Vineyard, Sonoma......................................................135 

’12 Turley zinfandel, organic, Rattlesnake Ridge, Howell Mountain..........................................149 

’12 Turley petite sirah, Hayne Vineyard, Napa.............................................................................155 

’04 Turley zinfandel, Hayne Vineyard, Napa................................................................................166 

’11 Turley zinfandel, Dragon Vineyard, Dry Creek......................................................................170 

’12 Turley zinfandel, Ueberroth Vineyard, Paso Robles..............................................................175 

’06 Turley zinfandel, Hayne Vineyard, Napa................................................................................179 

’03 Turley zinfandel, Moore-Earthquake Vineyard, Napa..........................................................185 

’06 Turley zinfandel, organic, Vineyard 101, Dry Creek.............................................................188 

’05 Turley petite sirah, Hayne Vineyard, Napa.............................................................................189 

’03 Turley zinfandel, Mead Ranch, Atlas Peak.............................................................................192 

’03 Turley zinfandel, Ueberroth Vineyard, Paso Robles..............................................................195 

’06 Turley zinfandel, Salvador Vineyard, Contra Costa...............................................................199 

’02 Turley zinfandel, Ueberroth Vineyard, Paso Robles..............................................................205 

’03 Turley zinfandel, Rattlesnake Acres Vineyard, Napa............................................................210 

’03 Turley zinfandel, Keig Vineyard, Napa...................................................................................211 

’04 Turley zinfandel, Rancho Escondido Vineyard, Baja, Mexico..............................................215 

’04 Turley zinfandel, organic, Dragon Vineyard, Dry Creek......................................................222 

’02 Turley zinfandel, Rattlesnake Acres Vineyard, Napa............................................................225 

’05 Turley zinfandel, Hayne Vineyard, Napa................................................................................230 

’03 Turley petite sirah, Hayne Vineyard, Napa.............................................................................236 

’03 Turley zinfandel, organic, Dragon Vineyard, Dry Creek......................................................240 

’04 Turley petite sirah, Library Vineyard, St Helena....................................................................249 

’03 Turley petite sirah, Library Vineyard, St Helena....................................................................250 

’03 Turley zinfandel, Hayne Vineyard, Napa................................................................................255 

’02 Turley petite sirah, Hayne Vineyard, Napa..............................................................................260 

’03 Turley charbono, Tofanelli Vineyard, Napa............................................................................265 

’04 Turley petite sirah, Turley Estate Vineyard, Napa.................................................................275 

’02 Turley zinfandel, Hayne Vineyard, Napa.................................................................................285 

’04 Turley petite sirah, Hayne Vineyard, Napa.............................................................................288 

’03 Turley petite sirah, Turley Estate Vineyard, Napa.................................................................290 

’99 Turley charbono, Tofanelli Vineyard, Napa............................................................................300 

’03 Turley petite sirah, organic, Rattlesnake Ridge, Howell Mountain.......................................312 

’95 Turley zinfandel, Black Sears Vineyard, Howell Mountain...................................................450 

’01 Turley zinfandel, late harvest, Delinquent, Paso Robles, half bottle......................................500 

our experience with Turley wines is a) in their youth, these wines are babies, and even though the Turley youngsters  
are certainly extraordinarily enjoyable in their precociousness, as they age, the multiple layers they develop become 
much more interesting (a phenomenon not typical for most zinfandels)(particularly not zinfandels this high in alcohol); 
b) sister Helen Turley helped get this winery off the ground, but even though her consulting expertise has been out 
 of the picture for years, the quality level continues to impress, in no small part due to Ehren Jordan’s golden touch 
(Ehren recently left the winery to focus on his own Failla line, leaving his protégé, Tegan Passalacqua, as the top gun); 
c) yes, they’re pricey…top quality + consistent performance + limited availability = a lighter wallet, as they say 
in economics 101 (economics 202 is something about creative accounting, or the Enron class, as it’s better known) 
d) it’s worth dipping into the exceptional charbonos & petite sirahs, as well…Turley stands for Top of the Line 
e) Larry isn’t just a high flyer when it comes to big zins…the cat has a pilots license and his own airplane! 
 
 



VINO ROJO           (if ‘Sideways’ had won the Oscar,  
                          I was putting this up for a Pulitzer) 

 

’07 Perrin & Fils grenache blend, Les Sinards, Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Rhône, France..............89 

’12 Bedrock red/white blend, Heritage, Evangelho Vineyard, Sacramento River Delta.............89  

’09 Chateau de Pez bordeaux blend, St Estephe, France................................................................89 

                                               dispenser not included  

’09 G D Vajra nebbiolo, Albe, Barolo, Piedmont, Italy...................................................................89 

’11 Bodegas El Nido monastrell/cabernet sauvignon, Clio,  

                                                      Valle de La Aragona, Murcia, Jumilla, Spain...........................89 

’03 Mitolo shiraz, Savitar, McLaren Vale, Australia......................................................................89 

'09 Ken Wright pinot noir, Canary Hill Vineyard, Eola Hills, Oregon, half bottle......................90 

’02 Rusden cabernet sauvignon, Hage Family Vineyard, Troll Creek, Barossa, Australia........90 

’12 Wind Gap pinot noir, Gap’s Crown Vineyard, Sonoma Coast................................................90  

’12 Page Springs petite sirah/grenache/cabernet sauvignon/zinfandel,  

                                                          El Vino de Humo, Chiricahua Mountains, Arizona..............90 

’12 Shafer merlot, Napa......................................................................................................................90  

’10 Les Fiefs de Lagrange bordeaux blend, St Julien, France........................................................90  

’09 Frédéric Magnien pinot noir, Cœur d’Argile, Marsannay, France.........................................91 

’09 Miura pinot noir, Silacci Vineyard, Santa Lucia Highlands....................................................92 

’11 Page Springs cabernet/barbera/sangiovese/petit verdot, Super Cali, California...................92 

’09 Raphet pinot noir, cuvee Unique, vieilles vignes,  

                                                 Les Champs Chenys, Gevrey-Chambertin, France........................92 

’10 Robert Foley merlot, Napa..........................................................................................................92 

 is anyone making better merlot in California than Bob Foley? sporting a resume that includes Pride, Hourglass, Paloma 
 and Switchback Ridge, it seems unlikely (and for all you folks who quit drinking merlot due to ‘Sideways’, get over it)  

’09 Paradigm cabernet franc, Oakville.............................................................................................92 

’13 Page Springs sangiovese, Fort Bowie Vineyard, Wilcox, Arizona...........................................93 

’07 Font du Loup grenache, Le Puy Rolland, Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Rhône, France.................93 

’09 Domaine Delarche pinot noir, vieilles vignes, reserve,  

                                                             Les Boutières, Pernand-Vergelesses, France......................94 

'12 Switchback Ridge petite sirah, Peterson Family Vineyard, Napa...........................................94  

’08 Poliziano cabernet sauvignon/petit verdot/alicante bouschet/carignano,  

                                                              Mandrone di Lohsa, Maremma, Tuscany, Italy................95 

 been there, drank that – very slick 100% gravity-based winery that was a highlight of our 2013 Italy wine jaunt; 
 this wine puts the superlative in Super Tuscan, with diverse spices (from cumin to cassia to curry), cerignola olives,  
 balsamic reduction and smoked game all swirling from sip to sip – pair this bad boy with lamb, carpaccio, rich pasta 
’09 Marquis de Calon bordeaux blend, St Estephe, France...........................................................95 

                                    ***spotlight *** 
’07 Arietta merlot/syrah, Variation One, Hudson Vineyard, N Block, Napa...............................95 

’06 Arietta merlot, Hudson Vineyard, N Block, Napa....................................................................96 

’11 Arietta bordeaux blend, Quartet, Hudson Vineyard, H Block, Napa...................................104 

’00 Arietta merlot/syrah, Variation One, Hudson Vineyard, N Block, Napa.............................166 

’02 Arietta merlot, Hudson Vineyard, N Block, Napa..................................................................168 

’03 Arietta merlot/syrah, Variation One, Hudson Vineyard, N Block, Napa.............................169 

’02 Arietta merlot/syrah, Variation One, Hudson Vineyard, N Block, Napa.............................172 

’05 Arietta merlot/cabernet franc, Hudson Vineyard, H Block, Napa........................................290 

in case you missed the earlier plugs, John Kongsgaard (who co-owns this property with celebrity auctioneer Fritz Hatton) 
is a phenomenally talented winemaker who is lauded primarily for his work with chardonnay, but his various red varietals  
are just as daring and dynamic; these merlot-based beauties are terrific takes on the hypothetical Pomerol-meets-Napa 
{truth in advertising: John’s former assistant, Andy Erickson, another big hitter, took over as Arietta winemaker in 2006} 



VINO ROJO    (did you ever notice that whenever someone says 
              “to make a long story short…”, it’s always way too late? 
                             well, to make a long wine list short…) 

 

’09 Chateau Deyrem-Valentin bordeaux blend, Margaux, France...............................................95  

 Bill Williams is my friend (that poor bastard)and over the past thirty years I’ve bought a lot of wine from him,  
drank a lot of wine with him (not to mention the occasional mezcal and sundry other adult beverages), shot a lot of 
hoops with him (and taken more than one charge from him that felt like getting hit by a car) (and I’ve been hit by a car,  
I know what I’m talking about) (ok, more than one car, but this isn’t about me), wandered the streets of Santa Fe in 
search of a Bloody Maria (any town that keeps the locks on the liquor cabinet til almost noon has a lot of nerve calling itself 
an ‘Art Community’), solved most of the world’s problems over Liars Dollars, and generally provided constant entertainment  
for those around us; the other night, he brought a wine bag into Kaz so we could ‘taste’ a number of new releases, and 
of the dozen or so bottles, this was the one we kept going back to – as we finished the last sips, Bill’s comment (and I 
direct quote) “This wine is like Drink Me, {expletive deleted}  Me, and do it again!”  (yes, he’s a wordsmith, too) 
{fun fact – this is the only Bordeaux I know of that still uses a small percentage of carménère in the final blend} 
’09 Michel Sarrazin pinot noir, Maranges, France.........................................................................95 

’05 Col d’Orcia sangiovese grosso, organic, brunello di Montalcino, Tuscany, Italy..................95 

’13 Page Springs grenache, Colibri Vineyard, Whitetail Canyon, Portal, Arizona.....................95 

’11 Amor Fati grenache, Murmur Vineyard, Santa Maria...........................................................95  

’98 Genders shiraz, McLaren Vale, Australia.................................................................................95 

’12 K Vintners grenache, the Boy, Walla Walla/Wahluke Slope, Washington............................95 

 Charles Smith is the man when it comes to the Boy, a wildly complex grenache from Washington’s wildest Winemaker  
’11 Gramercy Cellars syrah, Lagniappe, Columbia, Washington.................................................96 

 I’ve been working on this wine list update for too many days straight to count, I could use a Lagniappe right about now 

’09 Miura pinot noir, Williams Ranch, Anderson Valley...............................................................96 

 recipe for success: one part Master Sommelier/Owner/Winemaker Emmanuel Kemiji, one part semi-famous vineyard site 
 (formerly Williams-Selyem, back when Burt Williams was still making the wine), a dash of the wild & wacky terroir of 
 which Anderson Valley is known for, and a healthy dose of extra aging (this is a new release!); take that, Rachel Ray 
’10 Chateau Poujeaux bordeaux blend, Moulis-en-Mèdoc, France...............................................96  

’13 Page Springs mourvèdre/grenache/syrah/petite sirah, MGSp, Arizona/California...............96 

’06 Arietta merlot, Hudson Vineyard, N Block, Napa....................................................................96 

’10 Domaine Serene pinot noir, Yamhill cuvee, Willamette, Oregon............................................97 

‘12 Bedrock red/white field blend, Block 6, Papera Ranch, Russian River..................................97 

  Papera Ranch, planted in 1934, is mostly zinfandel; leave it to Bedrock’s Morgan Twain-Peterson to find the block 
 that is mostly carignane with miniscule amounts of petite sirah, valdeguié, cab, trousseau gris, mission, aubun, palamino, 
 french colombard, “something like cabernet” (actual Papera Ranch web quote) and a single solitary vine of pinot noir  
’09 Boyanci cabernet sauvignon, Inspire, Napa...............................................................................97 

’99 Ferraton syrah, Le Meal, Ermitage, Rhône, France.................................................................97 

’09 Mount Eden Vineyards cabernet sauvignon, estate, Santa Cruz Mountains.........................97 

fairly knowledgeable wine aficionados are aware that 2009 was, yet again, a pretty swell vintage for California cabs 
and would give this a thumbs up, especially when the damage is less than a c-note; quite knowledgeable wine aficionados 
typically recommend against purchasing wines consisting of bordeaux varietals from the Central Coast as they often 
display overtly vegetal qualities and a general lack of quality, so, thumbs down; card-carrying wine geeks may not 
know how to spell aficionado but they know that Mount Eden Vineyards is one of California’s original boutique operations 
(founded in 1942) that consistently churns out exceptional chardonnay, pinot noir and cabernet sauvignon at extremely 
fair prices that are way under the radar, so they get their thumbs on their wine openers and start popping corks 
’07 Benegas Lynch cabernet franc, Libertad Vineyard, Mendoza, Argentina.............................97 

’05 Vincent Girardin pinot noir, La Comme, Santenay, France...................................................98 

’10 Chateau Bouscaut bordeaux blend, Pessac-Léognan, France..................................................98 



VINO ROJO          (as Pete Rose would say, you can bet it’s  
                              worth the gamble to try one of these)               

{first off, Pete Rose was the captain/ sparkplug of the original Big Red Machine,  

    the multiple world champion Cincinnati Reds, but the main purpose of the  

  comment was so I can rail on the leaders of baseball who have seen fit to ban  

 Rose from the Hall of Fame, even though he was the greatest hitter to play the 

game...c’mon, guys, it’s called the Hall of Fame, not the Hall of Good Behavior!} 
 

’10 Tenuta delle Terre Nere nerello mascalese/nerello cappuccio,   

                                                        Santo Spirito Vineyard, Mount Etna, Sicily, Italy..........................99 

     the following from the Kazzit.com wine blog (IE, more crap that I write) focused on Tenuta delle Terre Nere:  “I was  
     recently given the opportunity to taste the 2010 Santo Spirito single vineyard, which is showing quite youthful and fleshy.   
     It would be instructful to revisit this in five to ten years when it sheds some baby fat and adds ropy muscularity. Just now, 
     it begins with an aggressive mix of chicory coffee and absinthe, growing with cliffhanger intensity, adding various layers of  
     tea-smoked duck, green chile tamale, brown butter popcorn & spiced almonds.”  yes, I’m quoting myself now, your point?  

’10 K Vintners syrah, the Deal, Sundance Vineyard, Wahluke Slope, Washington....................99 

’13 Page Springs petite sirah/syrah, Lan Pai, Yavapai County, Arizona......................................99 

’12 Wind Gap pinot noir, Sun Chase Vineyard, Sonoma Coast....................................................99  

’09 Guigal grenache blend, Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Rhône, France...............................................99 

’09 Vincent Girardin pinot noir, vieilles vignes, Gevrey-Chambertin, France.............................99 

      ’07 R Winery grenache, Chateau Chateau Island, Ebenezer, Barossa, Australia.......................100 

’10 Turnbull cabernet sauvignon, Oakville.....................................................................................100 

’12 Bergström pinot noir, biodynamic, Le Pré du Col Vineyard, Ribbon Ridge, Oregon..........100 

’10 Alban syrah, Patrina, Alban estate, Edna Valley.....................................................................100 

 John calls this his ‘gypsy wine’, named for Patrin, the term Gypsies coined for the grasses they use to hide their trails; 
  it seems that the pathways between the vineyard blocks that make up Reva, Lorraine, and Seymour, are littered with  
     wild vines of younger ages that have matured to the point of making this inaugural release ‘baby’ Alban syrah 
’10 Anderson’s Conn Valley Vineyards merlot/cabernet franc, Right Bank, Napa...................101 

’12 Page Springs petite sirah, Shell Creek Vineyard, Paso Robles...............................................102 

’09 Samsara pinot noir, Melville Vineyard, Santa Rita Hills........................................................102 

’09 Kenzo bordeaux blend, Rindo, Napa, half bottle......................................................................102 

 the Japanese owner of this property spared no expense, hiring David Abreu and Heidi Peterson Barrett as the wine team; 
 ‘Rindo’ means ‘Gentian’ in Japan, but you shouldn’t expect this to taste like absinthe, Green Chartreuse, or any other 
 liqueur/digestif known for having gentian root as a component, it’s about the soft purple color produced by both the ‘big 
 five’ bordeaux blend (cab, cab franc, merlot, malbec, petit verdot) in this gorgeous wine and the gentian flower itself  

’12 Bedrock zinfandel, Monte Rosso Vineyard, Sonoma...............................................................103 

’12 Page Springs sangiovese, Fort Bowie Vineyard, Wilcox, Arizona..........................................103 

’09 World’s End syrah/cabernet franc, Wavelength, Sugarloaf Mountain Vineyard, Napa....104 

’11 Arietta bordeaux blend, Quartet, Hudson Vineyard, H Block, Napa...................................104 

’12 Page Springs syrah, Clone 99, Colibri Vineyard, Chiricahua Mountains, Arizona.............104 

’11 K Vintners grenache/mourvèdre, the Boy, Walla Walla, Washington..................................105 

’10 Sanguis cabernet sauvignon/syrah/grenache, Couture, Santa Barbara................................105 

’99 Lengs & Cooter shiraz, old vines, Clare Valley, Australia......................................................105 

’10 Krutz cabernet sauvignon, Stagecoach Vineyard, Napa........................................................105 

’10 Les Charmes de Kirwan bordeaux blend, Margaux, France.................................................105  

’09 Les Charmes de Kirwan bordeaux blend, Margaux, France.................................................106  

’01 Clos Mimi syrah, Bunny Slope Vineyard, Paso Robles..........................................................106 

 it’s tempting to assume that something with words like Mimi and Bunny Slope in the name is less than masculine, but 
 you know what they say, you can’t judge a wine by it’s wabbit (colossal and dangerous, should be called Suicide Leap)  
 



VINO ROJO continued (time flies when you’re having fun; 
                                            fruit flies like a nice shiraz) 
 

                                   ***spotlight *** 
’06 Noon grenache blend, Eclipse, McLaren Vale, Australia.......................................................106 

’04 Noon shiraz, reserve, Borrett 20 Rows Vineyard, Langhorne Creek, Australia..................185 

’03 Noon shiraz, reserve, Borrett 20 Rows Vineyard, Langhorne Creek, Australia..................225 

’00 Noon shiraz, reserve, Borrett 20 Rows Vineyard, Langhorne Creek, Australia..................325 

’01 Noon shiraz, reserve, Borrett 20 Rows Vineyard, Langhorne Creek, Australia..................375 

’99 Noon shiraz, reserve, Borrett 20 Rows Vineyard, Langhorne Creek, Australia..................525 

’98 Noon shiraz, reserve, Borrett 20 Rows Vineyard, Langhorne Creek, Australia..................650 

    Gary Cooper was on to something with High Noon, if this is what he meant; killer gunslingers from down under 
 

’12 Page Springs grenache, East Block, Colibri Vineyard,  

                                                                        Whitetail Canyon, Portal, Arizona..........................106 

’98 Robert Johnson Vineyards merlot, Eden Valley, Australia...................................................106 

’11 Bründlmayer blauburgunder, Cécile,  

                                                        Dechant/Käferberg Vineyards, Langenlois, Austria..............107  

’11 Sanguis syrah, Pilgrim, Bien Nacido Vineyard, Santa Maria................................................107 

’08 Jonata petit verdot, La Fuerza Vineyard, Santa Ynez...........................................................107 

 there’s not a lot of petit verdot growing in the Central Coast, there’s not a lot of wineries sure-handed enough to  
 bottle stand-alone petit verdot, and there’s not a single good reason to spell petite sirah and petit verdot with two 
 different petit(e)s {as small(l) of a variation as it may be}; then again, there’s not a lot of large(e) lists like this 
'04 Tatiarra shiraz, Pressings, Heathcote, Australia......................................................................107 

’09 Vincent Girardin pinot noir, vieilles vignes, Pommard, France............................................108 

'09 Salvestrin cabernet sauvignon, organic, estate, St Helena......................................................108 

'07 R Winery grenache, Triumphal Arch, Light Pass, Barossa, Australia..................................108 

’10 K Vintners syrah, Morrison Lane, Walla Walla, Washington...............................................108 

’11 Page Springs petite sirah, Nuevo Block,  

                                                  Arizona Stronghold Vineyard, Sulfur Springs, Arizona.............108 

’10 Long Shadows cabernet sauvignon, Feather, Columbia, Washington...................................109 

’12 Bergström pinot noir, biodynamic, Silice Vineyard, Chealem Mountains, Oregon..............109 

’02 Warrenmang shiraz, Black Puma, Avoca Vineyard, Pyrenees, Victoria, Australia............109 

                honestly, I haven't tried the wine yet, but I always wanted a pair of black Pumas 
’09 Sanguis grenache/syrah/viognier, Levity, Santa Barbara......................................................110 

’09 K Vintners merlot, Stoneridge Vineyard, Columbia, Washington........................................110 

’10 Vice Versa cabernet sauvignon, Le Petit Vice, Napa..............................................................110 

’03 Clos Mimi syrah, Brave Oak Vineyard, Paso Robles..............................................................110 

’11 Page Springs syrah, Page Springs Vineyard, Oak Creek, Yavapai County, Arizona..........110 

                                         ***spotlight ***  

’05 Greenock Creek grenache, Cornerstone, Barossa, Australia.................................................111  

’04 Greenock Creek shiraz, Alices, Barossa, Australia.................................................................142  

’03 Greenock Creek shiraz, Alices, Barossa, Australia.................................................................182  

’99 Greenock Creek shiraz, Roennfeldt Road, Barossa, Australia..............................................625 

’97 Greenock Creek shiraz, Roennfeldt Road, Barossa, Australia..............................................645 

’95 Greenock Creek shiraz, Roennfeldt Road, Barossa, Australia..............................................855 

the astonishingly talented Chris Ringland, arguably Australia’s finest winemaker, is responsible for all these wines, 
many of which were rated a perfect 100 points by Robert Parker (and those that weren’t were awfully close); 

standard hallmarks of Greenock Creek wines are fabulous depth, tremendous length and atomic-powered intensity, 
all adding up to the type of mind-expanding psychedelic taste experience that leaves one wondering exactly how 
Chris manages to cram so much into every bottle he makes (and why other folks are unable to do the same) 

 

 

 

 



 

VINO ROJO   don’t be disappointed if I don’t remember you; 
with this many wines, my brain is full, so I can either remember 
people names or wine names, and I think I like the wines better 
        (just ask my daughters, numbers one, two and three) 
 

’12 Bedrock field blend, Heritage, Lorenzo’s Vineyard, Dry Creek............................................111 

  more fun stuff from Morgan Twain-Peterson, and if this list is too long to read, blame him, it’s not my fault he keeps  
 finding 100+ year old vineyards with multiple plantings (in this case, half zinfandel and a quarter each petite sirah and 
 carignane, buffeted with trace amounts of alicante bouschet, cinsault and valdeguié, equal parts organic and orgasmic)   
‘09 Antoniolo nebbiolo, San Francesco, Gattinara, Piedmont, Italy...........................................111 

’12 Reynvaan syrah/viognier, In The Rocks, Walla Walla, Washington....................................111 

’10 Caduceus barbera/merlot, le Cortigiane Oneste, Graham County, Arizona.......................111 

'11 LaPonza cabernet sauvignon, Napa..........................................................................................111 

’99 Scarpantoni cabernet/shiraz/merlot, Maslin Beach Vineyard, Australia.............................111 

  the only wine on the list where the vineyard overlooks a nude beach (which must make for some really racy grapes) 
’00 Chateau Peyrabon bordeaux blend, Haut-Médoc, France.....................................................112 

’12 K Vintners syrah/viognier, the Beautiful,  

                                                River Rock Vineyard, Walla Walla, Washington..........................112 

’09 Page Springs grenache, Colibri Vineyard, Whitetail Canyon, Portal, Arizona...................112 

’10 Chateau Ormes de Pez bordeaux blend, St Estèphe, France.................................................112 

’10 Sottimano nebbiolo, Pajoré, Barbaresco, Piedmont, Italy......................................................112 

'10 Summers cabernet sauvignon, reserve, Napa..........................................................................112 

’12 Patz & Hall pinot noir, Gaps Crown Vineyard, Sonoma Coast.............................................112 

 one time, at a tasting in LA, I expressed to Donald Patz some of the flavor differences I found in his various vineyard  
 designated chard & pinot, to which he replied “what are you, nuts?” (I get a lot of that...) that said, Patz & Hall is  
 a big proponent of searching out the best vineyards in California for their lush (I get a lot of that, too), nuanced wines 
’11 Jean-Louis Chave syrah, Saint Joseph, Rhône, France..........................................................113 

’10 Jean-Louis Chave syrah, Saint Joseph, Rhône, France..........................................................114 

           what do you call these two wines when they’re next to each other on a wine list? a close Chave  
’13 Page Springs counoise/syrah/mourvèdre/grenache/petite sirah/tannat,  

                                                                                             ECIPS, Arizona/California..................114 

  a little birdy told me ECIPS stands for ‘enjoy cuz it’s practically sex’ (or was it a bird and a bee I heard that from?) 

’08 San Felice sangiovese grosso, Campogiovanni, brunello di Montalcino, Tuscany, Italy......114 

’11 Lillian syrah, White Hawk/Bien Nacido/Stolpman Vineyards, Santa Barbara....................115 

’09 Sanguis syrah/cabernet sauvignon/viognier/roussanne, Gravity, Santa Barbara................115 

’03 Mitolo cabernet sauvignon, Serpico, McLaren Vale, Australia.............................................115 

                                      is that the one where Pacino plays a cop? 

’10 K Vintners syrah, Old Stones, Walla Walla, Washington......................................................115 

’04 Chateau Certan Marzelle merlot, Pomerol, France................................................................116 

’01 Ojai syrah, Thompson Vineyard, Los Alamos.........................................................................116 

’12 Booker counoise/mourvèdre/grenache, Oublié, Paso Robles.................................................116 

 Oublié doesn’t wobble, doesn’t fall down, quite the contrary, it stands tall as yet another fantastic rhone blend from  
  Winemaker Wunderkind Eric Jensen at Booker, this one featuring counoise in his homage to Chateauneuf-du-Pape  
'03 Tatiarra shiraz, Pressings, Heathcote, Australia.....................................................................116 

’06 Pax syrah, cuvee Christine, Sonoma........................................................................................116 

’12 Page Springs grenache/syrah/petite sirah/mourvèdre, GSPm, Arizona/California............116 

’10 Gramercy Cellars grenache blend, the Third Man,  

                                     Alder Ridge/Olson Vineyard, Columbia, Washington............................116 

not to be confused with movie heavy (and just plain heavy) Orson Welles, the MacGuffin from the flick ‘the Third Man’ 
 



VINO ROJO    listen, as far as I’m concerned,  
                       it’s OK to jump to conclusions; 
        at least that way, you’re getting some exercise  
 

’12 Antica Terra pinot noir, rosé, Erratica, Eola-Amity Hills, Oregon.......................................116 

’11 Antica Terra pinot noir, rosé, Erratica, Eola-Amity Hills, Oregon.......................................117 

’10 Antica Terra pinot noir, rosé, Erratica, Eola-Amity Hills, Oregon.......................................118 

 this wine is a sterling (or, to be color correct, garnet) example of why wine lists shouldn’t be so freaking rigid in their 
 structure, organization, and characterization  – Antica Terra winemaker Maggie Harrison is a longtime Manfred Krankl  
 (of Sine Qua Non fame)disciple, so bending the status quo into status qua non is well in her winemaking wheelhouse; 
 to quote Maggie, “Erratica is our most unconventional and experimental wine – it is completely unlike anything else;  
 in a conventional sense, this is not rosé, but neither is it red or white…our number one goal was to make a rosé that  
 was not a simplistic or ill-conceived afterthought, but a serious wine with the grace, complexity and depth to rival the 
 greatest rosés in the world; I am crazy about rosé, and I can talk about it (and drink it) all day long!” - no kidding, 
 when wine is this jam-packed with complexity, umami, mouthfeel and sheer surprise, I’d not only drink it all day but  
 I’d never leave the winery!  is it red, or white, or blush, or something else all together?  I had intended to call it the  
 finest rosé I’ve ever tasted, but I don’t consider it rosé; more to the point it’s a stupendously exhilarating experience of 
 imbibing that shouldn’t be pigeonholed, or cookie-cuttered, or characterized, just enjoyed for its singularity and wonder    
’12 Hourglass merlot, Blueline Vineyard, Calistoga....................................................................118 

 sure, you aren’t interested in merlot, but this Hourglass is aptly named, it’s curvaceous, voluptuous, Barbie in a bottle   
’10 Chateau de Saint Cosme grenache blend, Valbelle, Gigondas, Rhône, France...................118 

’11 Page Springs petite sirah, Scheid Vineyard, Hames Valley, Monterey................................118 

’13 Bergström pinot noir, Gregory Ranch, Yamhill-Carlton District, Oregon..........................118 

’10 M Chapoutier grenache blend, Bernardine, Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Rhône, France..........119 

’09 Domaine Louis Boillot pinot noir, Les Angles, Volnay, France............................................119 

’10 Chateau Pibron bordeaux blend, Pauillac, France.................................................................119 

’07 Produttori del Barbaresco nebbiolo, riserva, Rio Sordo, Barbaresco, Piedmonte, Italy.....119 

 if you are going to name your winery after the actual wine you produce, you better have your act together, & they do 

’12 Antica Terra pinot noir, Ceras, Eola-Amity Hills, Oregon....................................................119 

’12 Antica Terra pinot noir, Botanica, Eola-Amity Hills, Oregon...............................................120 

 more Maggie! Antica winemaker Maggie Harrison is the real deal, so when she speaks, we listen; her take on these two 
 terrific (yet dynamically distinctive) pinot noir is fully documented out there on the interweb, but here’s the condensed 
 version:  the Ceras – minerals and herbs, tart and tree-lined; the Botanica – fruit and flowers, sappy and sanguine 
’11 K Vintners syrah, the Hidden, Northridge Vineyard, Wahluke Slope, Washington...........120 

’10 Paradigm cabernet sauvignon, Oakville...................................................................................120 

’11 Sanguis syrah/cabernet sauvignon/grenache, Infidels, Santa Barbara.................................120 

'02 Ojai syrah, Melville Vineyard, Santa Rita Hills.......................................................................120 

’12 Booker syrah/tempranillo/petit verdot/cabernet sauvignon, Remnant, Paso Robles...........120 

’10 Chateau Sociando Mallet bordeaux blend, Haut-Médoc, France..........................................120 

’12 Page Springs syrah, Clone 383, Arizona Stronghold Vineyard, Sulfur Springs, Arizona...120 

‘04 Fontanavecchia aglianico, Grave Mora, Taburno, Campania, Italy......................................121 

’11 Robert Foley pinot noir, Carneros............................................................................................121 

’12 Reynvaan syrah/viognier, Untamed, Walla Walla, Washington............................................121 

’12 Paul Lato grenache, White Piano, Paderewski Vineyard, Paso Robles.................................122 

 Paul’s first vintage of grenache from this vineyard and our first vintage of grenache from Paul; planted in the early  
 1900s by a world famous pianist who also happened to be the former Prime Minister of Poland, Ignacy Paderewski 
 (our countryman!) (by ours, I mean mine and Paul’s, not yours) (unless you happen to be Polish, too, in which case, 
 by all means, join the party) (and by party I don’t mean the Communist party, that stopped being fun a while ago); 
 more importantly, the wine itself is fantastic!  it’s a layered, virtuoso performance that strikes all the right chords  



VINO ROJO  continued (and it’s about to get more Hitchcock-ian)  
 

                                    ***spotlight *** 
’04 Behrens & Hitchcock syrah, Alder Springs Vineyard, Mendocino.......................................122 

’04 Behrens & Hitchcock syrah blend, Chien Lunatique, Napa..................................................133 

’03 Behrens & Hitchcock syrah blend, Chien Lunatique, Napa..................................................144 

’04 Behrens & Hitchcock syrah, ‘Homage to Ed Oliveira’,  

                                                              Alder Springs Vineyard, Mendocino................................149 

’03 Behrens & Hitchcock syrah, ‘Homage to Ed Oliveira’,  

                                                              Alder Springs Vineyard, Mendocino................................158 

’02 Behrens & Hitchcock syrah blend, Chien Lunatique, Napa..................................................162 

’02 Behrens & Hitchcock merlot, Alder Springs Vineyard, Mendocino.....................................165 

’02 Behrens & Hitchcock syrah, ‘Homage to Ed Oliveira’,  

                                                              Alder Springs Vineyard, Mendocino................................178 

’03 Behrens & Hitchcock bordeaux/syrah blend, Les Chats du Monde, Napa..........................207 

        Behrens & Hitchcock must really dig The Who, based on these meaty, beaty, big and bouncy red wines 
      (p.s.  if you don’t get the pop culture reference, you’re probably too young to appreciate these far-out cats)  
 

’05 Erna Schein syrah, ‘Homage to Ed Oliveira’, Alder Springs Vineyard, Mendocino..........122 

and just like that it got less Hitchcockian, as Bob Hitchcock sold out to Les Behrens, who then changed the winery name  
 to somebody’s grandmother and the winery focus to more varietal blending, though keeping the ‘Homage’ syrah bottling 
(which makes this a double homage – or entendre – I know it’s not a double negative, as the wine is positively delicious!) 
’10 San Felice cabernet sauvignon/merlot/petit verdot, Vigorello, Tuscany, Italy.....................122 

’08 Demuth Kemos syrah, Bei Ranch, Sonoma Coast...................................................................122 

’00 Paolo Bea sagrantino, secco, Pagliaro, Montefalco, Umbria, Italy........................................122  

’12 Page Springs merlot, Fort Bowie Vineyard, Wilcox, Arizona................................................122 

‘08 Antoniolo nebbiolo, San Francesco, Gattinara, Piedmont, Italy............................................122 

          the best part about this San Francesco  -  no daunting hills to walk up after dinner at the HOPR 
      (the iconic Nob Hill restaurant House of Prime Rib, which, coincidentally,  would be great with this wine) 

’09 Chateau Rouget merlot/cabernet sauvignon, Pomerol, France..............................................122 

’11 Antica Terra pinot noir, Ceras, Eola-Amity Hills, Oregon.....................................................122 

’07 Fanti sangiovese grosso, brunello di Montalcino, Tuscany, Italy..........................................122 

 Fanti) waaay under-rated winery;  ’07) rated as one of the best brunello vintages ever;  brunello) unadulter-rated joy  
’11 Pride syrah/viognier, Sonoma....................................................................................................123 

’10 Pride syrah/viognier, Sonoma....................................................................................................124 

’11 K Vintners syrah/viognier, the Beautiful, Cougar Hills, Walla Walla, Washington............124 

 oddity factor: the lush viognier grape is frequently added (in small doses) to syrah-based wines, not only for the exotic  
 aromatics or fresh flavor profile, but because the (white) viognier pigmentation added a depth of (red) color to the wine! 
'12 Laetitia pinot noir, Whole Cluster reserve, Arroyo Grande..................................................124 

’09 Chateau de Sales bordeaux blend, Pomerol, France...............................................................124 

’05 Pax syrah, Obsidian, Knights Valley........................................................................................124 

’12 Page Springs zinfandel, Bonita Springs Vineyard, Graham County, Arizona.....................124 

’11 Kosta Browne pinot noir, Gaps Crown Vineyard, Sonoma Coast, half bottle......................125 

‘07 Travaglini nebbiolo, Gattinara, Piedmont, Italy.....................................................................125 

’09 Xavier Vignon grenache blend, cuvee Anonyme, Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Rhône, France..125 

’10 Barnett cabernet sauvignon, Spring Mountain.......................................................................125 

’11 Sanguis syrah/viognier, Bossman, Santa Barbara...................................................................125 

’09 Luigi Baudana nebbiolo, Baudana Vineyard, Barolo, Piedmont, Italy.................................125 

’03 Clos Mimi syrah, Shell Creek Vineyard, Paso Robles............................................................125 

’11 Chateau de Saint Cosme grenache blend, Valbelle, Gigondas, Rhône, France....................126 

’12 Page Springs grenache, Hilltop Block, Colibri Vineyard,  

                                                                       Whitetail Canyon, Portal, Arizona..........................126 

’10 Pride cabernet sauvignon, Napa/Sonoma.................................................................................127 



VINO ROJO  (give a man a fish, you feed him for a day; 
teach a man to fish, you’re cutting into our check average) 
 

 

’05 Pax syrah, cuvee Christine, Sonoma.........................................................................................127 

’09 Domaine Berthelomot pinot noir, Noizons, Pommard, France..............................................128 

’12 Page Springs cabernet franc, Santa Margarita Vineyard, Paso Robles................................128 

’11 K Vintners cabernet sauvignon/syrah, the Creator,  

                                                River Rock Vineyard, Walla Walla, Washington..........................128 

’09 Louis Latour pinot noir, Grancey, Corton, France.................................................................129 

’09 Fratelli Revello nebbiolo, Vigna Giachini, Barolo, Piedmont, Italy.......................................129 

’10 K Vintners syrah, Cougar Hills, Walla Walla, Washington...................................................129 

’02 Rusden zinfandel, Chookshed, Barossa, Australia...................................................................130 

’10 Henri Brunier grenache blend, La Crau, Vieux Télégraphe,  

                                                             Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Rhône, France...............................130 

 legendary Chateauneuf-du-Pape, stunning vintage, just don’t drink it while playing hoops – you’ll telegraph your passes    
’09 Sanguis syrah/viognier, Six White Horses, Bien Nacido Vineyard, Santa Maria.................130 

’12 Page Springs grenache, Carriage Vineyard, Paso Robles.......................................................130 

                                  ***spotlight *** 

’09 Domaine Leroy pinot noir, Bourgogne, France.......................................................................130 

’99 Domaine Leroy pinot noir, Bourgogne, France.......................................................................188 

’09 Domaine Leroy pinot noir, Santenay, France..........................................................................275 

’05 Domaine Leroy pinot noir, Volnay, France..............................................................................600 

’86 Domaine Leroy pinot noir, Ruchottes-Chambertin grand cru, France.................................770  

     Mme Lalou Bize-Leroy and her phenomenal array of standard-setting pinot noirs are considered ‘the bomb’ in       
     Burgundy...these wines regularly evolve for two decades plus, with terms like hedonistic, opulent and decadent  
     being bandied about with astounding regularity; produced with minimal handling in tiny quantities, all with their  
     specific vineyard terroir firmly in mind, the Leroy wines represent the essence of what is considered great red  
      Burgundy (plus, any gal who climbs mountains in her spare time must be in touch with the planet, right?) 
 

’08 Bonny Doon rhone blend, Le Cigare Volant, reserve, Central Coast....................................132 

and then there’s Randall Grahm, who some would say is from another planet; this CdP blend (grenache, syrah, cinsault, 
mourvèdre, carignane) is aged in large glass demi-johns, hidden behind black curtains, and the lees are stirred through  
the use of magnets, all due to a tour of Southern France with Patrick Ducournau, the inventor of the process microbullage 
(IE micro-oxygenation); the resulting wine is Burgundian, in a way, yet savory, full of umami & elegance, transcendental    
’12 Page Springs aglianico, Dragoon Vineyard, Wilcox, Arizona.................................................132 

’12 Reynvaan syrah/marsanne, Contender, Walla Walla, Washington.......................................133 

’10 G D Vajra nebbiolo, Bricco delle Viole, Barolo, Piedmont, Italy............................................133 

'09 Curvature cabernet sauvignon, Napa........................................................................................133  

’08 Robert Foley petite sirah, Napa.................................................................................................133 

’01 Giaconda shiraz, Warner Vineyard, Barossa, Australia.........................................................133 

’11 Siduri pinot noir, Parsons Vineyard, Russian River................................................................133 

 Adam Lee makes pinot noir from seemingly everywhere; this is the first vintage I’ve tried of Parsons, and it’s a keeper 
‘09 Antoniolo nebbiolo/bonarda, Osso S Grato, Gattinara, Piedmont, Italy...............................133 

’06 Artadi tempranillo, Pagos Viejos, Rioja, Spain.......................................................................133 

’10 Page Springs petite sirah, Page Springs Vineyard, Yavapai County, Arizona.....................133 

’09 K Vintners syrah, the Hidden, Northridge Vineyard, Wahluke Slope, Washington...........133 

’99 Seven Lions merlot, Blakeman Vineyard, Anderson Valley..................................................134 

’12 Page Springs counoise/syrah/mourvèdre/grenache, ECIPS, Arizona/California................134 

’09 Freeman pinot noir, Sonoma Coast, double bottle...................................................................134 

'11 Leonetti sangiovese, Walla Walla, Washington.......................................................................134 

’12 Turley zinfandel, organic, Fredericks Vineyard, Sonoma......................................................135 



VINO ROJO continued (if Steely Dan can go on, so can I) 
 

’01 Jasper Hill shiraz, Georgia’s Paddock, Heathcote, Australia................................................135 

’09 Captûre bordeaux blend, Harmonie,                   

                                    Tin Cross Vineyard, Pine Mountain, Alexander Valley............................135 

     one of our top new winery finds of 2012, Captûre has some of the highest elevation vineyards in California; 
      this blend of 4 of the 5 bordeaux varietals (cab, merlot, cab franc, petit verdot) is made by Denis Malbec 
 (so, even though it doesn’t contain malbec, it still represents Malbec, and…whatever, terrific stuff, so’s their chard) 

’09 Lillian syrah, White Hawk Vineyard, Los Alamos Hills, Santa Barbara.............................135 

’10 Lillian syrah, White Hawk Vineyard, Los Alamos Hills, Santa Barbara.............................136 

 Maggie Harrison originally left Sine Qua Non to focus on this lush, plush, head rush syrah project; future vintages also  
 incorporate Stolpman & Bien Nacido Vineyards in the syrah, as well as delving into new bottlings of roussanne & rosé 
’11 Aubert pinot noir, Ritchie Vineyard, Russian River...............................................................136 

’13 Page Springs petite sirah, Ranchita Canyon Vineyard, Paso Robles.....................................136 

’10 K Vintners syrah/viognier, the Beautiful, Cougar Hills, Walla Walla, Washington............136 

’10 Domaine Tempier mourvèdre blend, La Tourtine, Bandol, France......................................136 

’03 Kay Brothers shiraz, Tintara Vineyard Block Six, Barossa, Australia.................................136 

                                    ***spotlight *** 

’02 Clarendon Hills syrah, Moritz Vineyard, Clarendon, Australia...........................................137 

’02 Clarendon Hills syrah, Liandra Vineyard, Clarendon, Australia.........................................148 

’01 Clarendon Hills syrah, Hickinbotham Vineyard, Clarendon, Australia...............................162 

’99 Clarendon Hills syrah, Astralis Vineyard, Clarendon, Australia.........................................566 

’02 Clarendon Hills syrah, Astralis Vineyard, Clarendon, Australia.........................................600 

 for those of you enamored with the star-spangled fruit bombs typical of Barossa wines, hold up a sec...the wines from     
  Clarendon Hills generally show a good deal more earth than you’re used to, and unless you’re ready for richly layered 
   Oz fruit from a not-so-sun-baked climate that at times seem more Guigal than Penfold’s, steer Clarendon of these   

 

’99 Clos Mimi syrah, Etiquette Bleue late harvest, Bunny Slope Vineyard,  

                                                                                                      Paso Robles, half bottle...............137 
sweet-toothers who are fans of late harvest zin and vintage port, this late picked syrah is a razzle-dazzle surprise 
(hey, at $137 for a half bottle, it had better be more than a pleasant surprise, no?); drink this after dinner, 
or with a complex dessert concoction like Pastry Chef Country’s Oh, Canada peanut butter bar at Cowboy Ciao, 

or anytime you want to lapse into a sugar coma of delight and wonderment (cheaper than heroin and no messy syringe!)              
’06 Pax syrah, Alder Springs Vineyard, Mendocino.....................................................................138 

'12 Switchback Ridge cabernet sauvignon, Peterson Family Vineyard, Napa...........................138  

'10 Switchback Ridge cabernet sauvignon, Peterson Family Vineyard, Napa...........................139  

’09 Domaine Jérome Chézeaux pinot noir, Aux Boudots, Nuits-St-George, France.................139 

’13 Page Springs aglianico, Dragoon Vineyard, Wilcox, Arizona...............................................139 

’12 Booker grenache/syrah/mourvèdre, Vertigo, Paso Robles....................................................139 

                            one for the money, two for the show, three to get ready….. 
’07 Produttori del Barbaresco nebbiolo, riserva, Pajè, Barbaresco, Piedmonte, Italy..............139 

’10 Vineyard 29 zinfandel, Aida Vineyard, Napa...........................................................................139 

’04 Pax syrah, Castelli-Knight Ranch, Russian River...................................................................140 

’11 Aubert pinot noir, CIX Vineyard, Sonoma Coast....................................................................140 

’12 Page Springs mourvèdre, Norte Block,  

                                                  Colibri Vineyard, Whitetail Canyon, Portal, Arizona.................140 

’12 Bergström pinot noir, biodynamic, Bergstrom Estate Vineyard, Dundee Hills, Oregon.....141 

’04 Greenock Creek shiraz, Alices, Barossa, Australia.................................................................142  

’11 Sanguis grenache, Verve, Santa Barbara.................................................................................142 

’04 Pax syrah, cuvee Christine, Sonoma.........................................................................................142 

’13 Page Springs montepulciano, Dragoon Vineyard, Wilcox, Arizona......................................142 

’09 G D Vajra nebbiolo, Bricco delle Viole, Barolo, Piedmont, Italy...........................................143 



VINO ROJO   (I’m writing a new book called ‘The Red Wine Diet’; 
                          results may vary, but if followed correctly, 
                            you basically won’t care what you weigh) 
 

’02 Montepeloso sangiovese/cabernet sauvignon, Nardo, Tuscany, Italy....................................143 

          speaking of Nardo, why is it the taxis I take never have a cabbie that looks like Marilu Henner? 

’99 Paolo Bea sagrantino, passito, Montefalco, Umbria, Italy, half bottle...................................143 

passito sagrantino falls somewhere between dessert digestivo & the world’s best root beer – wicked, wild, wondrous stuff 
’00 Chateau Terrey-Gros-Cailloux bordeaux blend, St Julien, France......................................144 

’12 Melville syrah, Donna’s Block, Estate, Santa Rita Hills..........................................................144 

’03 Behrens & Hitchcock syrah blend, Chien Lunatique, Napa..................................................144 

’12 Aubert pinot noir, UV Vineyard, Sonoma Coast.....................................................................144 

’13 Page Springs counoise, Colibri Vineyard, Whitetail Canyon, Portal, Arizona....................144 

’12 Rivers Marie cabernet sauvignon, Napa..................................................................................144 

‘07 Antoniolo nebbiolo/bonarda, Osso S Grato, Gattinara, Piedmont, Italy..............................144 

’03 Pax syrah, Castelli-Knight Ranch, Russian River...................................................................144 

'12 Ken Wright pinot noir, Nysa Vineyard, Dundee Hills, Oregon.............................................144 

’09 Sanguis syrah/viognier/roussanne, Some Poets,  

                                      Bien Nacido/Watch Hill Vineyards, Santa Maria/Los Alamos...............145 

’00 Fattoria Le Pupille cabernet blend, Saffredi, Tuscany, Italy.................................................145 

’96 Abadia Retuerta tempranillo, Pago Negralada reserva, Sardon de Duero, Spain...............145 

 Abadia Retuerta is known for planting individual plots of varietals and fermenting them separately in small stainless casks; 
they were ahead of the crowd at combining new world technique with old world fruit (& their oenologist is named Angel!) 
’09 Domaine Louis Boillot pinot noir, Chambolle-Musigny, France...........................................146 

’02 Kay Brothers shiraz, Tintara Vineyard Block Six, Barossa, Australia.................................146 

’08 Quintarelli corvina/corvinone/cabernet sauvignon/cabernet franc,  

                                                                                                Primafiore, Veneto, Italy..................146 

 many considered Giuseppe Quintarelli the father of Amarone and admired him for his old school values, but he also 
 was a true visionary, introducing new varietals to the Veneto (such as cab and cab franc)and constantly innovating  

’05 Pax syrah, Alder Springs Vineyard, Mendocino.....................................................................146 

'10 Leonetti sangiovese, Walla Walla, Washington.......................................................................147 

’11 Sanguis pinot noir, Loner, R11-A, John Sebastiano Vineyard, Santa Rita Hills.................147 

’10 Kapcsándy bordeaux blend, Endre, State Lane Vineyard, Yountville.................................147 

’12 Bedrock field blend, Heritage, Bedrock Vineyard, Sonoma..................................................147  

’04 Betts & Scholl syrah, Napa/Sonoma.........................................................................................147 

Master Sommelier-turned-Winemaker Richard Betts is a wine geek’s wine geek, to quote our good friend Dan Philips of 
the Grateful Palate, “Don’t you just love to hear a Sommelier talk about wine? It’s like watching Ben Wallace rebound”,  
especially so when it’s Richard; his enthusiasm for wine is fully realized in his harmonious prose, which is not only as  
luxuriantly textured as this superlative syrah, but makes my own writing look as lean and spare as Elmore Leonard’s  
      (not to mention his youthful Boy Scout appearance, which makes me look more like Leonard Bernstein) 
’11 Tenuta delle Terre Nere nerello mascalese, prephylloxera,  

                             Don Peppino Vineyard, Randazzo, Mount Etna, Sicily, Italy..........................147 

’10 Tenuta delle Terre Nere nerello mascalese, prephylloxera,  

                             Don Peppino Vineyard, Randazzo, Mount Etna, Sicily, Italy..........................148 

 wine geeks, rejoice!  there are several reasons to embrace this, the ‘Burgundy of Italy’, including 
a) from vines planted in 1870 (and, yes, prephylloxera) 
b) officially certified organic 
c) at the highest elevation vineyards in the old world 
d) on an active volcano 
e) nuff said – this stuff is trippy, taste a glass of history past and present 



VINO ROJO   continued (if you can’t stand the heat,  
                                     go hang out in the wine room) 
 

’08 Sanguis syrah/viognier/roussanne, Endangered Species, Central Coast..............................148 

’09 Luigi Baudana nebbiolo, Cerretta Vineyard, Barolo, Piedmont, Italy.................................148 

’12 Page Springs petite sirah, Ranchita Canyon Vineyard, Paso Robles....................................148 

’02 Clarendon Hills syrah, Liandra Vineyard, Clarendon, Australia.........................................148 

’04 Melis rhone/cabernet sauvignon blend, Priorato, Spain.........................................................148 

’02 Clos Mimi syrah, White Hawk Vineyard, Los Alamos, Santa Barbara................................148 

’05 Chateau Giscours bordeaux blend, La Sirène de Giscours, Margaux, France....................149 

’04 Behrens & Hitchcock syrah, ‘Homage to Ed Oliveira’,  

                                                              Alder Springs Vineyard, Mendocino................................149 

’12 Turley zinfandel, organic, Rattlesnake Ridge, Howell Mountain..........................................149 

’10 le Clos du Caillou grenache blend, Les Safres, Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Rhône, France......149 

’04 Dry River pinot noir, Martinborough, New Zealand...............................................................149 

    most hard-core wine freaks believe Dry River to be the best winery in Kiwitown, primarily due to this super pinot 
'10 LaPonza cabernet sauvignon, Napa..........................................................................................150 

we dabble in a number of wines from consultant magnifique Michel Rolland (wine in 13 countries, he is one busy fellow),  
but none as difficult to obtain as this garage project (actually, small enough to call a closet project at 56 case production!); 
the wine itself is ludicrously delicious, and I don’t say that about a lot of Napa cab – picture a hypothetical blend with 
the densely knit structure of ACVV reserve cab, the sense of terroir found in Ridge Monte Bello (but with Napa fruit), 
and the sheer umami mouthfeel and fabulous flavor profile offered up by Alpha Omega cab, and that’s last year’s LaPonza -  
this, the sophomore effort, is even better!  there’s more ‘there’ there – like taking a Green Chartreuse VEP and adding 
a dose of Elixir Vegetal de la Grande Chartreuse to it, a supercharged sensory experience – buy it, drink it, thank me  
'11 Elio Altare barbera, Larigi Vineyard, La Morra, Langhe, Piedmont, Italy.........................150 

as long as we’re being thankful, this is a distinct, profound single vineyard barbera, a noble version of a humble varietal   
’02 Standish shiraz, Barossa, Australia..........................................................................................150 

’98 Hutton Vale shiraz, Eden Valley, Australia.............................................................................150 

’02 Rusden shiraz, Hage Family Vineyard, Troll Creek, Barossa, Australia.............................150 

NV Dutschke shiraz, sun-dried, Barossa, Australia, half bottle....................................................150 

 I’m still not sure how Aussie wine went from afterglow to afterthought, perhaps due to a bazillion cases of Yellowplonk  
 flooding our fair shores, but this quartet of superb shiraz were all introduced to us by the Wizard of Oz, Dan Philips 
'12 Ken Wright pinot noir, McCrone Vineyard, Yamhill-Carlton District, Oregon.................150 

’12 Page Springs petit verdot, Ranchita Canyon Vineyard, Paso Robles...................................150 

’12 Booker grenache, Ripper, Paso Robles....................................................................................151 

’09 Brogan pinot noir, Family blend, My Fathers Vineyard, Anderson Valley.........................152 

       Brogan owner/winemaker Margi Wierenga’s Dad is Bert Williams (Williams & Selyem, heard of it?) 

’12 Page Springs mourvèdre, Colibri Vineyard, Whitetail Canyon, Portal, Arizona................152 

'04 Burge Family garnacha, Barossa, Australia............................................................................153 

'95 Laurel Glen cabernet sauvignon, Sonoma................................................................................154 

’98 Montevetrano cabernet sauvignon/merlot/aglianico, Campania, Italy.................................154 

’12 Turley petite sirah, Hayne Vineyard, Napa.............................................................................155 

’01 Hazy Blur shiraz, late picked, Settlers Plateau, Kangaroo Island, Australia, half bottle....155 

                                               AKA me on a Friday 
’04 Behrens & Hitchcock syrah blend, Chien Lunatique, Napa..................................................155 

                                 or, in English, ‘crazy dog’ (AKA also me on a Friday) 

’12 Rivers Marie cabernet sauvignon, Panek Vineyard, St Helena.............................................155 

’12 Aubert pinot noir, UV-SL Vineyard, Sonoma Coast...............................................................155 

’12 Page Springs marselan, Dragoon Vineyard, Wilcox, Arizona...............................................155 

’11 Booker syrah/tempranillo/petit verdot/grenache/mourvèdre, Remnant, Paso Robles........155 

 



 

VINO ROJO    you’re wondering why the list is like this? 
             well, I don’t watch Reality TV ( I quit dealing with reality     
                 long, long ago), and I don’t play Fantasy Football 
                     (the voices in my head are fantasy enough),  
                          so that pretty much just leaves this 
 

’11 Sanguis syrah/grenache/cabernet franc/viognier/roussanne, Mule, Santa Barbara............155 

 first time we’ve seen Mattias Pippig use cab franc – or dried grapes, for that matter – but, at Sanguis, the norm is 
 typically out-of-the-norm, to the point of frequently becoming intuitive by being counter-intuitive (sound familiar?) 

’00 Kay Brothers shiraz, Tintara Vineyard Block Six, Barossa, Australia.................................156 

’04 Pax syrah, Alder Springs Vineyard, Mendocino.....................................................................156 

                                  ***spotlight *** 

’10 Dominio de Pingus tinto fino, Flor de Pingus, Ribera del Duero, Spain...............................156 

’06 Dominio de Pingus tinto fino, biodynamic, Pingus, Ribera del Duero, Spain....................1000 

’05 Dominio de Pingus tinto fino, biodynamic, Pingus, Ribera del Duero, Spain....................1100 

’01 Dominio de Pingus tinto fino, Pingus, Ribera del Duero, Spain..........................................1200 

’00 Dominio de Pingus tinto fino, Pingus, Ribera del Duero, Spain..........................................1300   

’98 Dominio de Pingus tinto fino, Pingus, Ribera del Duero, Spain..........................................1500 

 named for Dutch Winemaker Peter Sisseck’s childhood nickname, Pingus is a benchmark wine for Spain, albeit quite 
 rare and famously pricey; the vast majority of the tinto fino comes from old to very old vines, even the second label 
 Flor de Pingus (of which the Wine Advocate says “in the price/quality sweepstakes, this might be Spain’s finest wine”) 
 (hey, it could’ve been worse, if he grew up in my neighborhood, his childhood nickname could’ve been Twink or Jello)   
 

’08 Casanova di Neri sangiovese grosso, Tenuta Nuova,  

                                                                     brunello di Montalcino, Tuscany, Italy.....................157 

 Giacomo Neri makes a trio of brunello: a single vineyard, a traditional, & this, his’new world’ version for early drinking 

’03 Behrens & Hitchcock syrah, ‘Homage to Ed Oliveira’,  

                                                              Alder Springs Vineyard, Mendocino................................158 

’08 Sanguis grenache/syrah/viognier, Polly Anne, Central Coast...............................................158 

'03 Tablas Creek rhone blend, Panoplie, Paso Robles..................................................................159 

 Panoplie is a mourvèdre-based small lot selection (280 cases) intended to mirror the top Chateauneuf-du-Pape model 
produced at Chateau Beaucastel (Tablas Creek’s sister property in the Rhône), the stunning Hommage å Jacques Perrin  
’03 Gaillard syrah, cuvee Unique, Côte Rôzier, Côte Rôtie, Rhône, France...............................160 

’10 Sanguis syrah/viognier, Pilgram, Bien Nacido Vineyard, Santa Maria.................................160 

’05 Pax syrah, Kobler Family Vineyard, Russian River...............................................................160 

’03 Ojai syrah, Roll Ranch, Ojai.....................................................................................................161 

’11 Shafer syrah/petite sirah, Relentless, Vaca Mountains, Stags Leap District........................161 

’09 Morlet syrah, Bouquet Garni, Bennett Valley, Sonoma.........................................................161 

’01 Clarendon Hills syrah, Hickinbotham Vineyard, Clarendon, Australia...............................162 

’02 Behrens & Hitchcock syrah blend, Chien Lunatique, Napa..................................................162 

que syrah, syrah, syrah, syrah, syrah/sirah, syrah/ viognier, syrah/grenache, syrah blend, syrah, rhone blend (with syrah)  
’06 Vice Versa cabernet sauvignon, Le Petit Vice,  

                                                To-Kalon/Stagecoach Vineyards, Napa, double bottle....................165 

Owner Paul Hobbs hired Winemaker Patrice Breton to … wait, that’s backwards! but the wine’s not, it’s the (fruit) bomb 

’02 Behrens & Hitchcock merlot, Alder Springs Vineyard, Mendocino.....................................165 

’11 Quilceda Creek bordeaux blend, Columbia, Washington.......................................................165 

                          how good is Quilceda Creek?  this is their ‘value’ wine 
’12 Reynvaan syrah, Stonessence, Walla Walla, Washington......................................................165 

                                         thank goodness, another syrah 



VINO ROJO       you can always spot an Aussie winemaker –  
                           they swirl their wine counter-clockwise  
 

’11 Molly Dooker shiraz, Carnival of Love, McLaren Vale, Australia........................................165 

never been to the Carnival of Love myself, but I’m quite familiar with the Bermuda Triangle of poorly chosen relationships 
                                  ***spotlight *** 

’06 Torbreck shiraz/viognier, Descendant, Barossa, Australia....................................................165 

’09 Torbreck mataro, the Pict, Barossa, Australia........................................................................222 

’05 Torbreck grenache, Les Amis, Barossa, Australia..................................................................254 

’03 Torbreck grenache, Les Amis, Barossa, Australia..................................................................274 

’10 Torbreck shiraz/viognier, Run Rig, Barossa, Australia..........................................................288 

’05 Torbreck shiraz/viognier, Run Rig, Barossa, Australia..........................................................312 

’02 Torbreck grenache, Les Amis, Barossa, Australia..................................................................324 

’04 Torbreck shiraz/viognier, Run Rig, Barossa, Australia..........................................................325 

’03 Torbreck shiraz/viognier, Run Rig, Barossa, Australia..........................................................341 

’99 Torbreck shiraz/viognier, Run Rig, Barossa, Australia..........................................................371 

’02 Torbreck shiraz/viognier, Run Rig, Barossa, Australia, double bottle..................................760 

 Torbreck owner Dave Powell is an astonishingly talented winemaker...from the chameleon complexity of the Descendant 
    to the massive power and jackhammer intensity of the Run Rig, these wines are nothing short of phenomenal  
 (the Pict is our pick for mataro (mourvèdre) from Oz; we special ordered a tiny bit, hopefully it’ll arrive soon)(it’s in!) 
 (check out his whites, too, if you like obscure varietals with a textural structure) (or if you just like big, thick bottles) 
{storytime: at Hospice du Rhône 2008, our fab former cellarmaster Sean Tevik was leaving a message for his gal when 
Dave rips the phone from his hands and proceeds to leave a rambling diatribe saying how great she must be because Sean  
says so many nice things about her, so, then, perhaps she would like Dave better because he’s quite a bit bigger than Sean;  
later, I’m talking with a writer from Gourmet and Dave says “so, then, you know Peter?  Bit of a snake oil salesman, he is” 
 and when the writer looked confused, he continued “well, I didn’t say he was a bad snake oil salesman, now, did I?”} 
 

’01 Rolf Binder shiraz, Hanisch Vineyard, Barossa, Australia.....................................................165  

    of the many wines Rolf Binder makes, this single vineyard syrah is typically the most spectacular, Hanisch down 
‘02 Sean Thackrey syrah, 100+ year old vines, Orion, Rossi Vineyard, St Helena.....................165 

and while on the subject of spectacular wine, the Orion (like Thackery himself) is enigmatic, esoteric, thought-provoking 
’03 Quintarelli red blend, Ca’ del Merlo, Veneto, Italy.................................................................165 

 and while we’re still on the subject of spectacular wine, this blend of Veneto varietals (corvina, corvinone, rondinella) 
 with varietals typically grown in other regions (croatina, sangiovese, nebbiolo, cabernet sauvignon) spotlights the genius 
 that was Giuseppe Quintarelli (no, there’s no merlot in the Merlo – in this case, it refers to ‘house of the blackbird’) 

’07 Ken Wright pinot noir, Savoya Vineyard, Yamhill-Carlton District, Oregon.....................166 

’04 Turley zinfandel, Hayne Vineyard, Napa.................................................................................166 

’11 Booker syrah/counoise/mourvèdre/grenache, Oublié, Paso Robles......................................166 

’09 Alban syrah, Reva, Alban estate, Edna Valley........................................................................166 

’00 Arietta merlot/syrah, Variation One, Hudson Vineyard, N Block, Napa.............................166 

’03 Gaillard syrah, cuvee Unique, Les Vialleres, Côte Rôtie, Rhône, France.............................166 

’08 Sanguis syrah/grenache/cabernet sauvignon/viognier/roussanne,  

                                                 the Ballad of John Henry (R.I.P.), Central Coast.........................166 

 not to be confused with our opening episode of COUNTER INTUITIVE, titled ôNew Orleans Estate Saleõ  

’03 Pax syrah, cuvee Christine, Sonoma.........................................................................................166 

’00 Le Vieux Donjon grenache blend, Chateuneuf-du-Pape, Rhône, France..............................167 

’08 G D Vajra nebbiolo, Bricco delle Viole, Barolo, Piedmont, Italy...........................................167 

’02 Arietta merlot, Hudson Vineyard, N Block, Napa..................................................................168 

’09 Page Springs counoise, Colibri Vineyard, Whitetail Canyon, Portal, Arizona....................168 

’09 Chateau Larrivet Haut-Brion bordeaux blend, Pessac-Léognan, France............................168 

'04 Tablas Creek rhone blend, Panoplie, Paso Robles..................................................................169 



VINO ROJO   my motto? always the Frankenstein, never the bride 
 

’12 Stuhlmuller pinot noir, Amber Block, Starr Ridge Vineyard, Russian River......................169 

  Fritz Stuhlmuller’s motto?  “we only sell this at the Winery, but you can have some, pal” (from Ulises Valdez fruit) 

’03 Arietta merlot/syrah, Variation One, Hudson Vineyard, N Block, Napa.............................169 

’07 Whitehall Lane cabernet sauvignon, Napa, double bottle.......................................................169 

’11 Sanguis syrah, 1/1, John Sebastiano Vineyard, Santa Rita Hills...........................................170 

’11 Turley zinfandel, organic, Dragon Vineyard, Dry Creek......................................................170 

’05 Pax syrah, Griffins Lair, Sonoma Coast..................................................................................170 

’09 George Wine Co pinot noir, Hansen Vineyard, Sonoma........................................................171 

 George Levkoff cut his teeth at Williams Selyem and Brogan Cellars, which explains his focus on pinot noir; however, 
 his focus on terroir is more pronounced than perhaps any other American winemaker – he works solo, from the grape 
 growing to the harvesting to the bottle washing, in five Sonoma vineyards that are basically a stones throw apart, and 
  he uses the exact same process in making each wine so that the vineyard variations create each wine’s individuality; 
  Hansen Vineyard sits next to a dairy farm, and the inherent earthiness is so prominent, the wine practically moos 
(but if that doesn’t moo-ve you, we probably have some of his five vineyard blend called Sonoma Coma grazing around)    
'04 Hentley Farms shiraz, the Beast, Barossa, Australia...............................................................171 

’04 Clos Martinet carignan/garnacha peluda blend, Priorat, Spain............................................171 

’99 Schwarz zweigelt, unfiltered, Andau, Austria..........................................................................172 

’02 Arietta merlot/syrah, Variation One, Hudson Vineyard, N Block, Napa.............................172 

’06 Raphet pinot noir, cuvee Unique, Les Combottes, Gevrey-Chambertin, France................174 

’12 Turley zinfandel, Ueberroth Vineyard, Paso Robles..............................................................175 

because Bud Selig Vineyard would smell like Milwaukee and reek of favoritism (welcome to Spring Training, Scottsdale!)  
MV Sans Liege rhone blend, the Transcendentalist, Santa Barbara, double bottle...................175 

 Owner/Winemaker Curt Schalchlin runs a one-man show that focuses on Rhone varietals, a true Lone Rhone Ranger; 
 he even chooses specific artwork for his labels because he likes the “honest darkness” and “raw visceral uncertainty” 
 of the images (and I would go so far as to say those comments could also be a reflection of the wines he produces); 
 his grenache are typically off the charts, both here and at his second label, Groundwork, but this blend of syrah, 
   grenache, and mourvèdre shows his blending skills as well, particularly since it’s also a blend of three vintages  
 (’09, ’10, ’11) that he only bottled in magnum; plus, his name rhymes with cracklin, who doesn’t love cracklins? 

’10 Clos Mogador garnacha blend, Priorat, Spain........................................................................175 

and as long as we’re talking about guys who know their way around a grenache, Rene Barbier has been the Patron of  
Priorat for three decades, continuously crafting complex, richly woven wines of grand distinction; this year, the Mogador 
is primarily comprised of garnacha and cabernet sauvignon, with small amounts of syrah, mataro, merlot and pinot noir 
’11 Chateau de Saint Cosme grenache, Le Claux, Gigondas, Rhône, France.............................175 

and as long as we’re still talking about cats who give groovy grenache, Louis Barroul puts the big G in Gigondas and 
has most other Rhone producers (dare I say it?) (what, suddenly I’m supposed to be shy?) over a Barroul with his 
intense, exacting expressions of terroir and purity, constantly crafting wines from age (vines from 1902) that can age  
’03 Quintarelli corvina blend, Valpolicella Classico Superiore, Veneto, Italy............................175 

’11 Lillian syrah, Gold Series No 1, Bien Nacido Vineyard, Santa Maria...................................175 

’10 Domaine Tempier mourvèdre blend, Cabassaou, Bandol, France........................................175 

’02 Roche de Bellene pinot noir, Chambolle-Musigny, France....................................................176 

’10 Sanguis grenache/syrah/viognier, Verve, Santa Barbara.......................................................176 

’10 O’Shaugnessy cabernet sauvignon, Howell Mountain............................................................177 

'05 Ken Wright pinot noir, Elton Vineyard, Eola-Amity Hills, Oregon......................................177 

’02 Behrens & Hitchcock syrah, ‘Homage to Ed Oliveira’,  

                                                               Alder Springs Vineyard, Mendocino................................178 

’06 Turley zinfandel, Hayne Vineyard, Napa................................................................................179 

’10 Sanguis syrah, 1/1, John Sebastiano Vineyard, Santa Rita Hills...........................................180 

    perhaps a more appropriate name would be 1/1/1 (as in one varietal, one vineyard, and a single barrel produced) 



VINO ROJO  they said it couldn’t be done (and as soon as  
     I find out who they are and what it is, I’ll let you know)  

 

’00 Tomaso Bussola corvinone blend, TB, Valpolicella Classico,  

                                                       Amarone recioto, Veneto, Italy, two-thirds bottle....................180 

’03 Greenock Creek shiraz, Alices, Barossa, Australia.................................................................182  

'12 Leonetti merlot, Walla Walla, Washington..............................................................................184 

’04 Noon shiraz, reserve, Borrett 20 Rows Vineyard, Langhorne Creek, Australia..................185 

’05 Chateau Branaire-Ducru bordeaux blend, Duluc du Branaire-Ducru, St Julien, France..185 

’03 Turley zinfandel, Moore-Earthquake Vineyard, Napa..........................................................185 

’04 Domaine Bonnefond syrah, Les Rochains, Côte Rotie, Rhône, France................................186 

'11 Leonetti cabernet sauvignon, Walla Walla, Washington........................................................187 

’10 Morlet pinot noir, Joli Cœur, Coteaux Nobles Vineyard, Sonoma Coast.............................187 

’03 Yalumba shiraz, the Octavius, Barossa, Australia...................................................................188 

'04 Ken Wright pinot noir, Freedom Hill Vineyard, Coast Range, Oregon...............................188 

’10 Domaine du Caillou grenache blend, Les Quartz,   

                                                         Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Rhône, France..................................188 

’06 Turley zinfandel, organic, Vineyard 101, Dry Creek.............................................................188 

’95 Hutton Vale shiraz, Eden Valley, Australia.............................................................................188 

’99 Domaine Leroy pinot noir, Bourgogne, France.......................................................................188 

’05 Turley petite sirah, Hayne Vineyard, Napa.............................................................................189 

’11 Aubert pinot noir, UV-SL Vineyard, Sonoma Coast...............................................................189 

the last time we bought this it was a single bottle from an auction lot and we paid considerably more, so my notes were  
quotes from someone else as I never had the chance to try it; I tend to keep those notes in a separate file when a wine 
is removed from the list so I can do my part in the recycling effort (witty repartee and clever bon mots don’t just grow  
on trees, after all); after scanning the fifty-plus pages in this file, I came to the realization that A) a great deal of what 
I write is probably humorous to me and a handful of other poor souls with similarly warped funny bones, I do feel sorry  
for the rest of you who have to muddle through this nonsense without the peals of laughter, and B) the chances of me  
actually finding what I was looking for in that file were about the same as finding a haystack in the Space Needle, so I 
took the bold step of actually tasting the wine this time – it’s ridiculous! Mark Aubert is a big proponent for specific  
clonal selection (this a blend of Calera and Vosne Romanee clones) and a bigger proponent for terroir, in this case the  
clay-rich soils of the intense, immaculately-run Ulises Valdez vineyard as well as the underlying minerality found in much  
of the wine made in the Sonoma Coast, and the result is a densely weaved, texturally ethereal, wildly complex wine that  
tickles every bone in my body (funny and otherwise) and marvels every fiber of my wine-being, an extraordinary vinous  
tour-de-force that out-Burgundys Burgundy & decidedly illustrates the tipping point where good wine becomes great wine 
’97 Hutton Vale shiraz, Eden Valley, Australia.............................................................................189 

’05 Palladino nebbiolo, riserva, San Bernardo Vineyard, Barolo, Piedmont, Italy....................189 

’12 Kosta Browne pinot noir, Russian River..................................................................................190 

’12 Kosta Browne pinot noir, Santa Lucia Highlands...................................................................191 

’10 VIK red blend, Millahue Valley, Chile.....................................................................................192 

 I’m not sure there is such a thing as a ‘super Chilean’ blend, or Chile grand cru, but if anyone has a bead on it, it’s 
 Norwegian hotelier Alexander Vik, who, in partnership with Bordeaux Winemaker Patrick Valette (Chateau Pavie), has 
 created a vineyard based on ‘holistic sustainability’ that creates a negative carbon footprint (which, in this case, being 
 negative is actually positive; does that make them Bad?  or is it Phat?), all in a previously untapped wine region, and  
 a wine that focuses on a primary blend of carménère and cabernet sauvignon, with splashes of cab franc, merlot & syrah 

’03 Turley zinfandel, Mead Ranch, Atlas Peak.............................................................................192 

’00 Chateau Lynch-Moussas cabernet sauvignon/merlot, Pauillac, France...............................194 

’09 Domaine Maume pinot noir, Gevrey Chambertin, France....................................................194 

’03 Turley zinfandel, Ueberroth Vineyard, Paso Robles..............................................................195 

the oldest zinfandel vineyard in Turley’s vast array, planted in 1885 (which may be why I find it to be the most complex)  



VINO ROJO  we don’t know the meaning of the word quit 
(or the word edit, from the looks of these ongoing remarks)   

 

’11 Antica Terra pinot noir, Antikythera, Eola-Amity Hills, Oregon.........................................196 

’04 Ken Wright pinot noir, Guadalupe Vineyard, Yamhill-Carlton District, Oregon..............197 

’07 Sanguis syrah/grenache/viognier, Back Seat Betty, Santa Ynez...........................................198 

                                  ***spotlight *** 

’10 Araujo bordeaux blend, Altagracia, Napa................................................................................199 
’09 Araujo bordeaux blend, Altagracia, Napa................................................................................211 
’09 Araujo cabernet sauvignon, Eisele Vineyard, Napa...............................................................490 

’05 Araujo cabernet sauvignon, Eisele Vineyard, Napa...............................................................595 

’03 Araujo cabernet sauvignon, Eisele Vineyard, Napa...............................................................725 

’02 Araujo cabernet sauvignon, Eisele Vineyard, Napa...............................................................795 

’99 Araujo cabernet sauvignon, Eisele Vineyard, Napa...............................................................925 

’94 Araujo cabernet sauvignon, Eisele Vineyard, Napa.............................................................1200 

 Bart & Daphne Araujo bought Eisele Vineyard, changed it to biodynamic farming, and set new standards for ‘cult cab’ 
 (not to mention syrah and sauvignon blanc); in 2013, they sold Araujo to Frenchman François Pinault, who also owns 
 Converse, Chateau Latour and Christie’s auction house - from Chuck Taylors to Napa cab, quite a leap (pun intended) 
 

’12 Realm bordeaux blend, the Bard, Napa....................................................................................199 

“Realm, Realm, wherefore art thou…” how’s that for a flashback?  Realm is available to us (and, by default, you) 
for the first time since the last time AZ hosted the Super Bowl (just in time for the next AZ Super Bowl, how’s that  
for iambic pentameter?); while every single wine Realm makes is larger than life (not literally, but perhaps literaturally)  
(how’s that for poetic license?) this vintage of Bard is roughly half merlot and a quarter cab franc, hence it’s the light  
through yonder window breaks (IE, while it can easily and gracefully age for decades, it’s delicious & Bard-acious now!)   
’07 Brogan merlot, Sarkisian Vineyard, Dry Creek......................................................................199  

'00 Phillip Togni black hamburgh, Ca’ Togni, Napa, half bottle..................................................199 

’06 Turley zinfandel, Salvador Vineyard, Contra Costa...............................................................199 

’09 Robert Foley cabernet sauvignon, Claret, Napa.....................................................................199 

’05 Pax syrah, HdR Lot 14, the Mother Block,  

                                               Alder Springs Vineyard, Terraces, Mendocino..............................199 

’07 Guigal grenache blend, Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Rhône, France.............................................199 

’07 Charles Smith syrah, Heart, Royal Slope, Stoneridge Vineyard, Columbia, Washington..200 

’08 Alban syrah, Reva, Alban estate, Edna Valley........................................................................204 

yields in ’08 were so low there was no Lorraine’s or Seymour’s, so Super-Reva may be more accurate to you Albanites 
      (oh, and you Mennonites, that whole non-technology stance has some traction, nice job with that one) 

’02 Turley zinfandel, Ueberroth Vineyard, Paso Robles..............................................................205 

’12 Paul Lato pinot noir, Atticus, John Sebastiano Vineyard, Santa Rita Hills.........................206 

’05 Domaine Castagnier pinot noir, Latricières-Chambertin grand cru, France......................208 

’99 Tomaso Bussola corvinone blend, TB, Valpolicella Classico,  

                                                       Amarone recioto, Veneto, Italy, two-thirds bottle....................210 

 for some, the dried fruit in Amarone is an acquired taste; if the shoe fits you, Bussola is the Mark Nason of Amarone 
                  (sorry, gals, but Jimmy Choo couldn’t carry Mark Nason’s socks, let alone shoes) 
’03 Turley zinfandel, Rattlesnake Acres Vineyard, Napa............................................................210 

’09 Charles Smith syrah/cabernet sauvignon, King Coal,  

                                                            Stoneridge Vineyard, Columbia, Washington....................210 

’09 Araujo bordeaux blend, Altagracia, Napa................................................................................211 
’03 Turley zinfandel, Keig Vineyard, Napa...................................................................................211 

’07 Sanguis grenache/syrah/roussanne/viognier, Las Mujeres, Santa Ynez...............................212 

’99 Hare’s Chase shiraz, estate vineyard, McLaren Vale, Australia...........................................212 

’04 Turley zinfandel, Rancho Escondido Vineyard, Baja, Mexico...............................................215 

’99 Cavallari tuscan blend, Grattamacco, Bolghieri Superiore, Tuscany, Italy.........................216 



VINO ROJO    Wine & Spirits magazine just gave us an award for  
the nation's wine list with the 'Most Unfettered Personal Expression'; 
now, if I knew what the hell a fetter is, I would personally express it 
 

’10 Domaine Tempier mourvèdre blend, La Migoua, Bandol, France........................................216 

 for the first time, we received trace amounts of all three Tempier single vineyard releases – this is the highest altitude 
 of the trio, as well as the only one with syrah in the mix and the highest percentage of grenache in the final blend, but 
 don’t let those fun facts fool you, this is a monster wine, full of grits and game, best put on your big boy pants for this   
'10 Leonetti cabernet sauvignon, Walla Walla, Washington........................................................217 

the 2010 is mainly cab, with a splash of their famous merlot and smatterings of petit verdot and, get this, carménère!  
’10 Hourglass cabernet sauvignon, Blueline Vineyard, Calistoga................................................218 

our first allocation of this cult cab was pretty limited, and 2010 rates a perfect 10 in Napa, so buy this soon, tick tock  
’12 Peter Michael pinot noir, Le Caprice, Seaview Estate Vineyard, Sonoma Coast.................219 

      ’09 Beaux Freres pinot noir, Upper Terrace Vineyard, Ribbon Ridge, Oregon........................220 

’07 Lillian syrah, White Hawk Vineyard, Los Alamos Hills, Santa Barbara.............................221 

’09 Frédéric Magnien pinot noir, Les Suchots, Vosne-Romanée, France...................................221 

'10 Robert Foley bordeaux blend, Claret, Napa............................................................................222  

’03 Hobbs shiraz, Barossa Ranges, Australia.................................................................................222 

’04 Cesari corvina/rondinella, Bosan, Valpolicella, Amarone, Veneto, Italy..............................222  

’12 Domaine Comte Abbatucci red blend, cuvee Collection Ministre Impérial:  

                       Jacques-Pierre-Charles Abbatucci, biodynamic, Ajaccio, Corsica, France........222 

 the Kermit Lynch import portfolio is chock full of producers who march to the beat of their own drummer, or, in this  
 case, his own polyphonic choir;  Jean-Charles Abbatucci is a devout believer in biodynamics in the extreme, frequently 
 blasting the local traditional polyphonic songs in both the vineyards and the winery because, as he says, it’s all part of  
 the terroir, as are the unique mélange of indigenous varietals that make up this fantastic expression of earth as wine 
 (specifically, sciaccarellu, nielluciu, carcajulo-neru, montaneccia, morescono, morescola and aleatico); it’s Corsicasmic! 
’04 Turley zinfandel, organic, Dragon Vineyard, Dry Creek.......................................................222 

’09 Torbreck mataro, the Pict, Barossa, Australia........................................................................222 

’07 Paradigm cabernet sauvignon, Oakville, double bottle...........................................................222 

’00 Kongsgaard syrah, Hudson Vineyard, Q Block, Napa...........................................................224 

’00 Chateau Carbonnieux bordeaux blend, Pessac-Léognan, France.........................................224 

’02 Turley zinfandel, Rattlesnake Acres Vineyard, Napa............................................................225 

’05 Charles Smith syrah, Heart, Royal Slope, Stoneridge Vineyard, Columbia, Washington..225 

        overheard at the Oz Diner: “OK, who ordered this, you with the straw everywhere or the squeaky guy?” 

’03 Noon shiraz, reserve, Borrett 20 Rows Vineyard, Langhorne Creek, Australia..................225 

                                                             ***spotlight *** 
’05 Kaesler shiraz, Old Bastard, Barossa, Australia.....................................................................225 

’03 Kaesler shiraz, Old Bastard, Barossa, Australia.....................................................................226 

’02 Kaesler shiraz, Old Bastard, Barossa, Australia.....................................................................227 

                                         do we even need to go there? 
 

’07 Tenuta Sant’ Antonio corvina blend, Campo dei Gigli,  

                                             Valpolicella Classico, Amarone, Veneto, Italy...................................227 

my favorite tasting during the 2013 Italy wine trip was here at Sant’ Antonio (although I never did see that Riverwalk);  
from the Telos line of wines (no SO2 added)to the superb Soave (peach and tomato leaf), cabernet sauvignon to recioto  
(“Amarone is the Big Bitter, and the first Amarone was recioto”, owner Paolo Castagnedi), the whole lineup won the day, 
culminating in a flight of four fab Amarones which filled up two pages of tasting notes; this blend of corvina, rondinella,  
croatina and oseleta from a single vineyard was the most wildly complex, full of deep earth and high acid, prosciutto di  
Parma and pecorino Romano, Veneto by way of Paso Robles with a side trip to Saint Estèphe, all sprinkled with amaro; 
my notes also mention marketing, hopeful that Ben Affleck as the new Batman will make everyone forget that Gigli bomb 



VINO ROJO continued (are the cows home yet?) 

 

’10 Sanguis pinot noir, Loner, R10-A, John Sebastiano Vineyard, Santa Rita Hills..................227 

 who you calling a loner?  you must be talking to me, I’m the only one here, and…wait, you’re a mirror, never mind 

'03 Phillip Togni cabernet sauvignon, Spring Mountain..............................................................229 

’05 Turley zinfandel, Hayne Vineyard, Napa................................................................................230 

’01 Paolo Scavino nebbiolo, Bric dël Fiasc, Barolo, Piedmont, Italy............................................233 

 my Italian is no too good, Paisan, but Bric(k) dël Fiasc(o) reminds me of when I tried to help my dad build chimneys 
 (just one of the many reasons I wound up doing this rather than, say, the construction industry; other reasons include 
  thrilling different guests with wine and food on a nightly basis as opposed to dodging the trowels of irate bricklayers)  
’07 Charles Smith syrah, Skull, Royal Slope, Stoneridge Vineyard, Columbia, Washington...233 

’03 Turley petite sirah, Hayne Vineyard, Napa.............................................................................236 

’05 La Pousse d’Or pinot noir, Clos d’Audignac, Volnay, France...............................................237 

layered like a pousse café, sporting direct acidity like Pouilly Fuisse, with aromatics as spiced as scent by Dior, 
there’s no Pousse-footing around the wines of La Pousse d’Or, particularly this amazing ’05 Volnay 

                                                            ***spotlight *** 
’07 La Spinetta nebbiolo, Vigneto Starderi, Vürsù, Barbaresco, Piedmont, Italy.....................238 

’07 La Spinetta nebbiolo, Vigneto Gallina, Vürsù, Barbaresco, Piedmont, Italy.......................239 

’07 La Spinetta nebbiolo, Vigneto Valeirano, Vürsù, Barbaresco, Piedmont, Italy...................240 

’01 La Spinetta nebbiolo, Vigneto Starderi, Vürsù, Barbaresco, Piedmont, Italy.....................248 

’99 La Spinetta nebbiolo, Vigneto Starderi, Vürsù, Barbaresco, Piedmont, Italy......................258 

’01 La Spinetta nebbiolo, Vigneto Valeirano, Vürsù, Barbaresco, Piedmont, Italy...................278 

’99 La Spinetta nebbiolo, Vigneto Valeirano, Vürsù, Barbaresco, Piedmont, Italy...................288 

’98 La Spinetta nebbiolo, Vigneto Starderi, Vürsù, Barbaresco, Piedmont, Italy.....................318 

’98 La Spinetta nebbiolo, Vigneto Gallina, Vürsù, Barbaresco, Piedmont, Italy.......................319 

  scary giant bottles with rhino pictures…this is either really serious Barbaresco, or someone really likes the vür-zoo 
 

’05 Chateau Tronquoy-Lalande bordeaux blend, St Estèphe, France........................................238 

'10 Salvestrin cabernet sauvignon, 3D (Three Daughters), estate, St Helena.............................239 

’03 Turley zinfandel, organic, Dragon Vineyard, Dry Creek.......................................................240 

’10 Domaine Serene pinot noir, Grace Vineyard, Dundee Hills, Oregon....................................243 

'04 Ken Wright pinot noir, Carter Vineyard, Eola-Amity Hills, Oregon...................................244 

’08 Charles Smith syrah/cabernet sauvignon, King Coal,  

                                                            Stoneridge Vineyard, Columbia, Washington....................244 

'10 Stuhlmuller cabernet sauvignon, Block 6 South, Alexander Valley......................................244 

'10 Stuhlmuller cabernet sauvignon, Block 11 North, Alexander Valley....................................245 

  Fritz Stuhlmuller has been represented on this list seemingly forever (which is how long the list seems to ramble on),  
yet we’ve never had the opportunity to showcase his single block cabs before; both contain some co-fermented petit verdot  
’09 Meyer Family cabernet sauvignon, Bonny’s Vineyard, Oakville..........................................245 

’09 Revana cabernet sauvignon, St Helena.....................................................................................246 

’09 Buccella cabernet sauvignon, Yountville..................................................................................247 

  more cabstand: Buccella, splashes of cab franc and malbec, Celia Welch winemaking consultant; Revana, trace amounts 
  of petit verdot and cab franc, the searingly hot Thomas Rivers Brown, winemaker ; the Meyer Family, owned and run 
  by the kids of the original Silver Oak team, and the Bonny Vineyard used to supply the Silver Oak Napa in the ‘70s  
’12 Paul Lato pinot noir, Suerte, Solomon Hills Vineyard, Santa Maria....................................247 

buena suerte finding this elsewhere, pretty sure we bought it all (although we think it’s more due to habilidad than suerte) 

’04 Guigal syrah, vignes de l'Hospice, Saint Joseph, Rhône, France...........................................247 

’00 Chateau Ormes de Pez bordeaux blend, St Estèphe, France.................................................247 

’01 La Spinetta nebbiolo, Vigneto Starderi, Vürsù, Barbaresco, Piedmont, Italy.....................248 

’03 Montepeloso cabernet franc/cabernet sauvignon, Gabbro, Tuscany, Italy..........................248 

’12 Kosta Brown pinot noir, Koplen Vineyard, Russian River....................................................249 

’00 Hobbs shiraz, Barossa Ranges, Australia.................................................................................249 



VINO ROJO so, let me get this straight:  when a guest tells me  
“I enjoy the non-linear writing”, it’s really just a polite way of 
asking me exactly why I got off the medication in the first place? 
 

’04 Turley petite sirah, Library Vineyard, St Helena....................................................................249 

’03 Turley petite sirah, Library Vineyard, St Helena....................................................................250 

 just when I think I know all there is to know about Larry Turley and his awesome wine empire, I’m yet again illuminated;  
 this vineyard was planted between 1880 and 1920 behind the St Helena library, primarily to petite sirah, but, true to 
  the Italian farm mentality of the time, there is quite the array of other varietals, from the usual suspects (zinfandel,  
 syrah, grenache) to the surprises (carignane, cinsault, alicante bouschet) to the head-scratchers (mission, grand noir,  
 and the nearly extinct peloursin), even moving into some whites (muscadelle, muscat alexandria, green hungarian and 
 burger) (seriously, burger);  Turley picks the vineyard as a field blend, creating a wholely unique wine, a Napa petite 
 with lush historical pedigree …  for all you geeks married to your computers, see what you can pick up at the Library?  
’07 Soter bordeaux blend, Little Creek Vineyard, Tulocay, Napa...............................................250 

 Tony Soter’s final cabernet, after a 30 year star-studded career making wine in Napa at Dalla Valle, Araujo, Shafer 
’04 Coup de Foudre cabernet sauvignon, Napa.............................................................................250 

’06 Clos St Jean grenache blend, La Combe des Fous,  

                                                         Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Rhône, France...................................250 

’05 Charles Smith syrah, Skull, Royal Slope, Stoneridge Vineyard, Columbia, Washington...250 

                                    ***spotlight *** 
’06 Dal Forno corvione blend, Vigneto di Monte Lodoletto,  

                                                        Valpolicella Superiore, Veneto, Italy......................................250 

’02 Dal Forno corvione blend, Vigneto di Monte Lodoletto,  

                                                        Valpolicella Superiore, Veneto, Italy......................................299 

’99 Dal Forno corvione blend, Vigneto di Monte Lodoletto,  

                                                        Valpolicella Superiore, Veneto, Italy......................................355 

’01 Dal Forno corvione blend, Vigneto di Monte Lodoletto,  

                                                         Valpolicella Superiore, Amarone, Veneto, Italy...................775 

’98 Dal Forno corvione blend, Vigneto di Monte Lodoletto,  

                                                         Valpolicella Superiore, Amarone, Veneto, Italy...................925 

the various Veneto creations of Dal Forno have an almost mythical mystique, like the Loch Ness Monster or a film role  
    that Nicolas Cage actually passed on, IE, people claim to have seen it but you never have...well, now you have 
  {“there are countless wines that can make you smile – Dal Forno will change your life”  actual competitors quote}  
 

’09 Morlet bordeaux blend, Mon Chevalier Vineyard, Knights Valley.......................................250 

’10 Morlet bordeaux blend, Mon Chevalier Vineyard, Knights Valley.......................................252 

Luc Morlet ain’t fooling around – all 5 Bordeaux varietals (86% cab), native yeasts, no filtering, artisan French barrels 
’10 Aubert pinot noir, UV-SL Vineyard, Sonoma Coast...............................................................253 

   Mark Aubert winemaker, Ulises Valdez vineyard manager, Silver Eagle Vineyard  - it’s like bowling a 300 game! 
   (hey, I’m Polish, bowling is my national sport) (although it usually takes me 3 or 4 games to get to that 300) 

’05 Torbreck grenache, Les Amis, Barossa, Australia..................................................................254 

'11 Leonetti merlot, Walla Walla, Washington..............................................................................255 

’03 Turley zinfandel, Hayne Vineyard, Napa................................................................................255 

'12 Ken Wright pinot noir, Freedom Hill Vineyard, Coast Range, Oregon, double bottle........255 

’99 Yalumba shiraz, the Octavius, Barossa, Australia..................................................................255 

 Yalumba winemaker Allan Hoey (go ahead, say it...it sounds like a bunch of hooey to you) hosted a dinner at Ciao for  
 the new millennium and put on quite a show due to some big-boned bad boy Octavius with tentacles of inky complexity       
’11 Favia cabernet franc/cabernet sauvignon, Cerro Sur, Napa.................................................255 

 Annie Favia produced a prodigious Cerro Sur in ‘11 (and quite possibly the best cabernet-based wine from Napa in ’11)  
’12 Laetitia pinot noir, reserve, Arroyo Grande, double bottle.....................................................255 

 



VINO ROJO  when the going gets tough, I’ll be in the wine room 
 

’09 Justin bordeaux blend, Isosceles reserve, Paso Robles...........................................................255 

’08 Justin bordeaux blend, Isosceles reserve, Paso Robles...........................................................256 

 usually sold only at the winery, had the rare opportunity to taste these with the magnificent Margaret McGuire and the 
 spellbinding Joe Spellman; the ’09 is 88% cab while the ’08 is roughly half merlot/petit verdot/cab franc, and both 
 wines mirror their respective vintages while putting an exclamation point on the question “can Paso make great cab?!”  
’01 Oasi Degli Angeli montepulciano, Kurni, Marche, Italy........................................................256 

’08 Revana cabernet sauvignon, St Helena.....................................................................................257 

’99 La Spinetta nebbiolo, Vigneto Starderi, Vürsù, Barbaresco, Piedmont, Italy.....................258 

’02 Turley petite sirah, Hayne Vineyard, Napa.............................................................................260 

’11 Bodegas El Nido cabernet sauvignon/monastrell,   

                                                    Valle de La Aragona, Murcia, Jumilla, Spain...........................260 

’04 Tenuta di Trinoro bordeaux blend, Trinoro, Tuscany, Italy.................................................260 

’90 Laurel Glen cabernet sauvignon, Sonoma...............................................................................260 

’05 Domenico Clerico nebbiolo, Per Cristina, Barolo, Piedmont, Italy.......................................261 

’07 Guigal syrah, vignes de l'Hospice, Saint Joseph, Rhône, France...........................................262 

’11 George Wine Co pinot noir, Sonoma Coma, Sonoma, double bottle......................................264 

’04 Turley charbono, Tofanelli Vineyard, Napa............................................................................265 

’10 Jones Family cabernet sauvignon, Napa..................................................................................266 

’08 Nicolás Catena Zapata cabernet sauvignon/malbec, Mendoza, Argentina...........................269 

’97 Moraga cabernet sauvignon, Bel Air........................................................................................270 

 Moraga is the only bonded winery in Bel Air, and winemaker Scott Rich is the only reason for no Hollywood jokes here 
’98 Hobbs shiraz, Barossa Ranges, Australia.................................................................................270 

’12 Cayuse syrah/viognier, Cailloux Vineyard, Walla Walla, Washington..................................271 

’11 Paul Hobbs cabernet sauvignon, Beckstoffer-Dr Crane Vineyard, St Helena......................272 
’96 Louis Latour pinot noir, cuvee Héretiers Latour, Chambertin, France...............................273 

’03 Torbreck grenache, Les Amis, Barossa, Australia..................................................................274 

’12 Paul Lato pinot noir, Seabiscuit, Zotovich Vineyard, Santa Rita Hills.................................274 

’04 Peter Michael bordeaux blend, Les Pavots, Mount St Helena, Knights Valley....................275 

’11 Cayuse grenache, God Only Knows, Armada Vineyard, Walla Walla, Washington..........275 

’04 Turley petite sirah, Turley Estate Vineyard, Napa.................................................................275 

’09 Domaine Leroy pinot noir, Santenay, France..........................................................................275 

’09 George Wine Co pinot noir, Ceremonial Vineyard, Sonoma.................................................276 

’04 Montepeloso cabernet franc/cabernet sauvignon, Gabbro, Tuscany, Italy..........................277 

’01 La Spinetta nebbiolo, Vigneto Valeirano, Vürsù, Barbaresco, Piedmont, Italy...................278 

’09 Tor cabernet sauvignon, Clone 337 reserve, Beckstoffer/To-Kalon Vineyards, Napa........279 

’11 Cayuse syrah, Armada Vineyard, Walla Walla, Washington.................................................280 

'03 Hobbs shiraz, the Gregor, Barossa Ranges, Australia............................................................281 

’09 Fattoria Petrolo merlot, Galatrona, Tuscany, Italy.................................................................282 

’97 Coltibuono sangioveto, Tuscany, Italy......................................................................................283 

Cowboy Ciao, year two, one of our first wine events was held with the winemaker from Badia y Coltibuono, 
Roberto Stucchi, who was exactly like Furio from the Sopranos (except he wasn’t lovestruck, he was jetlagged); 
the various chiantis they produce have varied in quality the last few vintages, but the flagship wine they make 

from the rare sangioveto clone is consistently a winner, and this is perhaps the best vintage Roberto ever produced 
(or as Little Stevie would say, Bada Bing!) (personally, of all the sidemen from the E Street band, my choice 

     for a consigliore would have been Nils Lofgren, although Clarence Clemons would’ve made one scary enforcer) 
’05 Domaine Arlaud pinot noir, Aux Combottes, Gevrey-Chambertin, France........................284 

’02 Turley zinfandel, Hayne Vineyard, Napa................................................................................285 

’10 Lillian syrah, White Hawk Vineyard, Los Alamos Hills, Santa Barbara, double bottle......286 

’10 Corra cabernet sauvignon, Napa..............................................................................................287 

’10 Torbreck shiraz/viognier, Run Rig, Barossa, Australia..........................................................288 



VINO ROJO  why did the duck confit cross the road? 
                               to sit a-round the house! 
 

’99 La Spinetta nebbiolo, Vigneto Valeirano, Vürsù, Barbaresco, Piedmont, Italy...................288 

’04 Turley petite sirah, Hayne Vineyard, Napa.............................................................................288 

’10 Revana cabernet sauvignon, St Helena.....................................................................................289 

’05 Domaine Chanson pinot noir, Clos des Fèves, Beaune, France.............................................289 

’03 Tenuta di Trinoro bordeaux blend, Trinoro, Tuscany, Italy.................................................290 

'83 La Jota cabernet sauvignon, Howell Mountain.......................................................................290 

’03 Turley petite sirah, Turley Estate Vineyard, Napa.................................................................290 

’99 Artadi tempranillo, El Pison, Rioja, Spain...............................................................................290 

’05 Arietta merlot/cabernet franc, Hudson Vineyard, H Block, Napa........................................290 

’04 Clos Mogador garnacha blend, Priorat, Spain........................................................................291 

’12 Cayuse cabernet sauvignon/syrah, the Lovers, Walla Walla, Washington...........................291 

’02 Hobbs shiraz, the Gregor, Barossa Ranges, Australia............................................................292 

 it’s not from Paul Hobbs the winemaker or Roy Hobbs the Natural, just more Grateful Palate shiraz to hobb-nobb with 

’01 Paolo Scavino nebbiolo, Carobric, Barolo, Piedmont, Italy...................................................293 

Paolo Scavino is considered one of the top producers in the Langhe for his ability to consistently provide wines 
of individual character AND exquisite balance, a difficult achievement indeed, not to mention sixteen awards 

of ‘tre bicchieri’ (three glasses, the highest score) from Gambero Rosso, placing him in the all time top thirty 
’00 Bressler cabernet sauvignon, St Helena....................................................................................294 

’99 Barnett cabernet sauvignon, Peacock Family Vineyard, Spring Mountain.........................294 

            really rare cab, perhaps the best Barnett ever made, and we are proud as … well, you get the idea 

’00 Pio Cesare nebbiolo, Il Bricco, Barbaresco, Piedmont, Italy..................................................294 

’10 Continuum bordeaux blend, Pritchard Hill, Napa..................................................................295 

 another blockbuster blend from Tim Mondavi, not so much in sheer size (although it’s plenty big), but in complexity,  
 integration, never-ending length of finish, and it’s overall regal bearing and gravitas; 25% cab franc and petit verdot 
’04 El Espectacle grenache, Monsant, Spain..................................................................................295 

 Spain has long been great at grenache, but this? WOW! Robert Parker’s Wine Advocate gave this 99 points, stating  
“…it is as pure an expression of grenache as exists anywhere, certainly the greatest example of Monsant ever produced”  

’98 M Chapoutier syrah, La Sizeranne, Ermitage, Rhône, France..............................................295 

’01 La Spinetta nebbiolo, Vigneto Campé, Barolo, Piedmonte, Italy...........................................295 

’09 Guigal syrah, Chateau d’Ampuis, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France..............................................296 

                we believe it’s the 5% viognier in the standard blend that puts the ‘wheee!’ in d’Ampuis 
’09 Peter Michael pinot noir, Le Caprice, Seaview Estate Vineyard, Sonoma Coast.................296 

’09 Peter Michael pinot noir, Ma Danseuse, Seaview Estate Vineyard, Sonoma Coast.............297 

’05 La Fleur de Boüard merlot, Le Plus, Lalande de Pomerol, France.......................................298 

'11 Leonetti bordeaux blend, reserve, Walla Walla, Washington................................................299 

’02 Dal Forno corvione blend, Vigneto di Monte Lodoletto,  

                                                        Valpolicella Superiore, Veneto, Italy......................................299 

’10 Pride cabernet sauvignon, reserve, Napa/Sonoma..................................................................299 

‘97 Antoniolo nebbiolo/bonarda, Osso S Grato, Gattinara, Piedmont, Italy..............................299 

  why spend three bills for a nebbiolo that isn’t even Barolo, you may ask? three reasons, with a bonus, I will answer – 
one) Antoniolo is the king of Gattinara (or, technically, queen, thanks to mother/daughter winemakers)  
two) Osso S Grato is their top vineyard, displaying superfine tannins, dramatic minerality, both feminine and savory 
three) 1997 was a stupendous vintage all across Italy, but particularly in Tuscany and Piedmont 
bonus) our pal, former Ciaoster Gio Osso, recently opened Virtù Honest Craft down the street and it’s as cool as this wine 
(although you can probably get out for less than three bills; he just won ‘top new restaurant in America’ from Esquire mag)  
’99 Turley charbono, Tofanelli Vineyard, Napa............................................................................300 

’05 Chateau Giscours bordeaux blend, La Sirène de Giscours,  

                                                                        Margaux, France, double bottle................................300 



VINO ROJO  as Marv Albert says, “we’re on fire” (but it’s a dry heat) 
 

’10 Cayuse syrah, Bionic Frog, Walla Walla, Washington............................................................300 

’05 Charles Smith syrah, Old Bones, Royal Slope,  

                                                 Stoneridge Vineyard, Columbia, Washington...............................300 

Cayuse’s crazy owner/winemaker Christophe Baron is the yin to K Vintner’s Charles Smith’s yang, or maybe vice versa;  
where Charles is knocking out wondrous Washington wines (many from the very same vineyards) that possess a decidedly  
‘Old World’ composition, France expatriate Christophe is capitalizing on Walla Walla’s stony terroir to supply notes of  
French sensibility to what are definitely ‘New World’ wines, large & layered, garnering glittering Spectator scores galore! 
{storytime: Christophe is nicknamed ‘The Bionic Frog’ because, while on ‘walkabout’ down under, some big, bad Aussie 
winemakers thought it would be fun to stage a series of drinking contests with the much more diminutive Frenchman -   
when they couldn’t drink him under the table with cab and shiraz, they switched to ultra-sweet stickies, and Christophe, 
 in the role of underdog (or is it underfrog?), was ultimately the last man standing, albeit in a swirling sugar coma}   
{more storytime: Christophe and Charles were in one of their frequent good-natured discussions (animated conversations) 
(disagreements) (arguments) (out and out bar brawls), when Christophe said “you cannot possibly understand terroir as I  
do, you are not a Frenchman”, to which Charles excitedly responded “I am so a Frenchman, I’m just not from France!”} 
          (not every Winemaker is nuts, but it seems to help) (Restaurateurs, on the other hand…..)  

’10 Gantenbein pinot noir, Fläsch, Switzerland.............................................................................300 

 the salesgal said “I had a bottle of this over the weekend and it’s a dirty little girl”…. um, maybe she needs to work 
 on her pitch a little, that’s like saying Amy Winehouse may have had a bit of a self-image problem; however you deem 
 it appropriate to describe it, this wine (like the late great Ms Winehouse) absolutely sings and singes at the same time!   
’97 Conterno Fantino nebbiolo, Vigna del Gris, Barolo, Piedmont, Italy...................................301 

      either the stars are realigning or I’m maturing in some fashion (although obviously not with my writing skill), 
         because I’m finally starting to get the whole nebbiolo thing…the overwhelming perfume of wild violets,  
       the chewy prosciutto, the glacier-like pace of aeration, all looming larger with the spectacular ’97 vintage 
’09 Glomski cabernet sauvignon/cabernet franc, Paso Robles.....................................................302 

’09 Morlet cabernet sauvignon/cabernet franc, Cœur de Vallée,  

                                                       Beckstoffer-ToKalon Vineyard, Oakville.................................303 

’10 Morlet cabernet sauvignon/cabernet franc, Cœur de Vallée,  

                                                       Beckstoffer-ToKalon Vineyard, Oakville.................................304 

’06 Querciabella sangiovese blend, Chianti Classico, Tuscany, Italy, quadruple bottle..............305 

’07 Guigal syrah, Chateau d’Ampuis, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France..............................................306 

’03 Anakota cabernet sauvignon,  

                                     Helena Dakota Vineyard, Knights Valley, quadruple bottle.....................309 

’07 Domaine du Pegau grenache blend, cuvee reservée,  

                                                                   Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Rhône, France.........................309 

 not sure what the French term for ‘perfect storm’ is, but this may be the definition – 2007 is generally considered  
 the finest vintage in the Rhône Valley EVER, and Pegau is frequently believed to be the most complex of all the CdPs 
  (which may have something to do with the usage of all 13 allowed varietals in the final blend…honestly, if you don’t  
  want to buy this wine, I’ll drink it all with Jim Kopp, Adam LaZarre, Bill Williams and Charles Smith, we’re thirsty) 

’09 Chateau Duhart-Milon bordeaux blend, Pauillac, France.....................................................309 

 not a perfect storm, but a perfectly precious vintage resulted in this Pauillac receiving a perfect 100 point Parker score   
’05 Kongsgaard syrah, Hudson Vineyard, Q Block, Napa...........................................................310 

’09 Sanguis grenache/syrah/viognier, Levity, Santa Barbara, double bottle...............................310 

’05 Torbreck shiraz/viognier, Run Rig, Barossa, Australia..........................................................312 

’03 Turley petite sirah, Rattlesnake Ridge, Howell Mountain.....................................................312 

’09 Sanguis syrah/cabernet sauvignon/viognier/roussanne,  

                                                                  Gravity, Santa Barbara, double bottle...........................315 

’98 La Spinetta nebbiolo, Vigneto Starderi, Vürsù, Barbaresco, Piedmont, Italy.....................318 

’98 La Spinetta nebbiolo, Vigneto Gallina, Vürsù, Barbaresco, Piedmont, Italy.......................319 



VINO ROJO    never keep wine at third base - it's the hot corner 
 

’10 Vineyard 29 cabernet sauvignon, Aida Vineyard, Napa..........................................................320 

                                    ***spotlight *** 
’90 Borgogno nebbiolo, riserva, Barolo, Piedmont, Italy..............................................................322 

’82 Borgogno nebbiolo, riserva, Barolo, Piedmont, Italy..............................................................422 

’67 Borgogno nebbiolo, riserva, Barolo, Piedmont, Italy..............................................................499 

’64 Borgogno nebbiolo, riserva, Barolo, Piedmont, Italy..............................................................575 

     the Borgogno clan has been at this since 1761, surviving multiple fires, natural disasters and French lawsuits  
   (did you mistake this for Burgundy? me neither); fabulous vintages, fully mature wines from the old, old school 
 

’02 Torbreck grenache, Les Amis, Barossa, Australia..................................................................324 

’01 Nicolás Catena Zapata cabernet sauvignon/malbec,  

                                             Uxmal/Nicasia Vineyards, Mendoza, Argentina...............................325 

’99 Artadi tempranillo, Grandes Anadas, Rioja, Spain................................................................325 

’00 Noon shiraz, reserve, Borrett 20 Rows Vineyard, Langhorne Creek, Australia..................325 

’04 Torbreck shiraz/viognier, Run Rig, Barossa, Australia..........................................................325 

’04 Kongsgaard syrah, Hudson Vineyard, Q Block, Napa...........................................................330 

’10 Cayuse grenache, God Only Knows, Armada Vineyard, Walla Walla, Washington...........332 

 this biodynamic beauty is 90% grenache & 10% ‘God only knows’, and all we know is you should decant and aerate it 
’09 Charles Smith syrah, Royal City, Stoneridge Vineyard, Columbia, Washington................333 

’01 R Lopez de Heredia garnacho/tempranillo/mazuelo/graciano,  

                                                        reserva, Tondonia, Rioja, Spain, double bottle.......................339 

’05 le Clos du Caillou grenache blend, reserve, Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Rhône, France............340 

’03 Torbreck shiraz/viognier, Run Rig, Barossa, Australia..........................................................341 

'10 Leonetti bordeaux blend, reserve, Walla Walla, Washington................................................344 

’09 Cayuse grenache, God Only Knows, Armada Vineyard, Walla Walla, Washington..........345 

’09 Sanguis syrah/viognier, Six White Horses,  

                                               Bien Nacido Vineyard, Santa Maria, double bottle.........................345 

’01 Guigal syrah, Chateau d’Ampuis, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France..............................................346 

                                    ***spotlight *** 
'95 Dunn petite sirah, Park Muscatine Vineyard, Howell Mountain..........................................346 

'93 Dunn petite sirah, Park Muscatine Vineyard, Howell Mountain..........................................375 

'92 Dunn petite sirah, Park Muscatine Vineyard, Howell Mountain..........................................395 

these rare petites are courtesy of Rick Beard of Groezingers Wine Merchants in Yountville, and if you enjoy our wacky 
newsletter, you should sign up for Groezingers, Rick is laugh out loud more times than the last three Hollywood Comedies  
I've seen put together funny... a quick sample: what do you call an elderly leper in wine country? extended maceration! 
 

’06 La Spinetta nebbiolo, Vigneto Campé, Barolo, Piedmonte, Italy...........................................347 

’05 La Spinetta nebbiolo, Vigneto Campé, Barolo, Piedmonte, Italy...........................................348 

’04 La Spinetta nebbiolo, Vigneto Campé, Barolo, Piedmonte, Italy...........................................349 

  one of my favorite winemakers ever (as evidenced by the multiple La Spinetta placements strewn throughout the list), 
 Giorgio Rivetti straddles the Old World/New World line with all his bottlings, but particularly his stupendous nebbiolos 
 (nebbioli?); these Barolos (Baroli?) are more generous and approachable than virtually all others but never sacrifice any  
 of the ethereal flavors, exquisite aromatics (aromati?), and moving target complexity one expects from the finest Barolo  
’98 Wild Duck Creek cabernet sauvignon, reserve, Heathcote estate, Australia.......................350 

’03 Marquis-Philips shiraz, Integrity, McLaren Vale, Australia.................................................350 

’99 Tomaso Bussola corvinone blend, TB, Valpolicella Classico,  

                                                       Vigneto Alto, Amarone, Veneto, Italy......................................350 

        TB or not TB, that is not the question, not when it involves the boss Bussola Amarone...TB ASAP! 
’08 Charles Smith syrah, Royal City, Stoneridge Vineyard, Columbia, Washington................350 

’00 Chateau Marjojallia bordeaux blend, Margaux, France........................................................351   

 



VINO ROJO   (I’d rather have a bottle in front of me 
                               than listen to Tom Waits sing) 
 

’09 Futo bordeaux blend, Oakville..................................................................................................353 

 Tom Futo bought the defunct Oakford Vineyard, nestled between Bond and Harlan, in 2002; replanted the vineyards  
 to mostly cab with micro-climate petit verdot, merlot and cab franc in the mix; hired the superstar team of winemaker 
 Mark Aubert and vineyard manager David Abreu; built a gravity-based winery designed by Aubert in 2008; fastidiously 
 thinned grape selection to draconian levels; and, finally, instilled fanatical attention to detail in every aspect of the project  
'10 Morlet cabernet sauvignon, Passionnément, Oakville.............................................................354 

then there’s this guy – Luc Morlet’s ‘passionate’ homage to his wife, Jodie, a wholly (and Holy Cow!) integrated showcase  
of ‘best barrels’ cabernet from Napa’s freaky fantastic 2010 vintage (or, as Luc says, the “ne plus ultra” of Morlet wines)  
MV Lillian cabernet sauvignon, True Vineyard, Howell Mountain.............................................354 

then there’s this guy – er, gal, Maggie Harrison’s first foray into cabernet (sorry, I’m not positive as to the actual vintage;  
recently found some interweb deep cover that makes it seem like 2010, but if you read my tasting notes on the Kazzit  
blog titled ‘Ladies Night’, I guessed differently) (just in case you didn’t know, Kazzit.com: THE winery directory website,  
first conquering America, and then the world)(OK, last week we hosted an Antica Terra / Lillian luncheon at Ciao and  
Marketing Director Ian Britishaccent gave us the scoop…mostly 2010 with some 2011, inspired by Vega Sicilia’s Unico)   
’11 Cayuse syrah, Bionic Frog, Walla Walla, Washington............................................................354 

’01 Lignier-Michelot pinot noir, Clos de la Roche grand cru, France.........................................355 

’99 Dal Forno corvione blend, Vigneto di Monte Lodoletto,  

                                                        Valpolicella Superiore, Veneto, Italy......................................355 

’03 Kongsgaard syrah, Hudson Vineyard, Q Block, Napa...........................................................360 

’00 Guigal syrah, Chateau d’Ampuis, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France..............................................366 

’99 Torbreck shiraz/viognier, Run Rig, Barossa, Australia..........................................................371 

’90 Corison cabernet sauvignon, Napa...........................................................................................375 

’07 Querciabella sangiovese blend, Chianti Classico,  

                                                          Tuscany, Italy, six-and-two-thirds bottle................................375 

   typically called a rehoboam, not to be confused with a salmanazar, and don’t get me started on nebuchadnezzer  
'93 Dunn petite sirah, Park Muscatine Vineyard, Howell Mountain...........................................375 

’05 Pax syrah, HdR Lot 14, the Mother Block, 

                                               Alder Springs Vineyard, Terraces, Mendocino, double bottle.......375 

’91 Freemark Abbey cabernet sauvignon, Bosché Vineyard, Napa............................................375 

’01 Noon shiraz, reserve, Borrett 20 Rows Vineyard, Langhorne Creek, Australia..................375 

’00 M Chapoutier syrah, Le Pavillon, Ermitage, Rhône, France.................................................378 

’04 Paul Hobbs cabernet sauvignon, Beckstoffer-ToKalon Vineyard, Oakville.........................380 
’02 Kongsgaard syrah, Hudson Vineyard, Q Block, Napa...........................................................389 

’00 Tenuta di Trinoro bordeaux blend, Trinoro, Tuscany, Italy.................................................390 

’09 Dalla Valle cabernet sauvignon, Napa.....................................................................................392 

’00 Tomaso Bussola corvinone blend, TB, Valpolicella Classico,  

                                                       Vigneto Alto, Amarone, Veneto, Italy......................................390 

’12 Cayuse tempranillo, Impulsivo, En Chamberlin Vineyard, Walla Walla Washington.......393 

'92 Dunn petite sirah, Park Muscatine Vineyard, Howell Mountain..........................................395 

’02 Tua Rita merlot, Redi Gaffi, Tuscany, Italy............................................................................395 

    winemaker Stefano Chioccioli, previously known for his work at other fine wineries such as Allegrini and Fanti, 
   has become a hot commodity due to the uncompromising quality machine he has overseen at Tua Rita since ’98; 
     review after review has universally extolled the virtues of Tua Rita’s stupendous wine array, culminating with  
          one of planet earth’s most sought-after merlots, the perennial powerhouse named Redi Gaffi; 
  now, I’m a fan of great Pomerol, and certain American wineries manage to corral the merlot grape exceptionally well  
  (Paradigm, Behrens & Hitchcock, Leonetti come to lips...er, mind), but I have to share the following observation:  
   Falesco’s Montiano, Petrolo’s Galatrona, now this, is Italy becoming the main source for the world’s best merlot? 



VINO ROJO       the good news is all the wines on this page  
                                    are available by the glass;  
                        the bad news is there’s a four glass minimum  
        (thanks to very cool cats at Anchor & Hope, San Francisco,  
                              from whom we borrowed that line)   
 

’98 Guigal syrah, Chateau d’Ampuis, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France..............................................396 

’10 Shafer cabernet sauvignon, Hillside Select, Stags Leap District.............................................399 

’10 Antica Terra pinot noir, Botanica, Shea Vineyard, Yamhill, Oregon, double bottle............399 

’11 Quilceda Creek cabernet sauvignon, Columbia, Washington................................................400 

’98 Chateau Beaucastel mourvèdre blend, Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Rhône, France....................404 

’08 Aldo Conterno nebbiolo, Romirasco Vineyard, Barolo, Piedmont, Italy..............................412 

’82 Borgogno nebbiolo, riserva, Barolo, Piedmont, Italy..............................................................422 

’09 Shafer cabernet sauvignon, Hillside Select, Stags Leap District.............................................423 

‘99 M Chapoutier syrah, Le Méal, Ermitage, Rhône, France......................................................424 

      you really can’t make a mountain from a molehill, but it is quite possible to make a meal of the Le Meal  
’10 Quilceda Creek cabernet sauvignon, Columbia, Washington...............................................425 

’09 Domaine Maume pinot noir, Mazis-Chambertin grand cru, France....................................438 

   a ten per cent discount will apply if you have a bicep tattoo of a heart with an arrow through it that says ‘Maume’ 
’10 Sanguis syrah, 1/1, John Sebastiano Vineyard, Santa Rita Hills, double bottle....................440 

’94 Chateau Montelena cabernet sauvignon, estate, Napa...........................................................440 

’04 Domaine Dujac pinot noir, Echezeaux grand cru, France.....................................................445 

’99 M Chapoutier syrah, Le Pavillon, Ermitage, Rhône, France................................................448 

’08 Clos Erasmus grenache/syrah, Priorat, Spain.........................................................................450 

’84 Freemark Abbey cabernet sauvignon, Bosché Vineyard, Napa............................................450 

                                    ***spotlight *** 
'04 Bond cabernet sauvignon, St Eden Vineyard, Oakville...........................................................450 

'03 Bond cabernet sauvignon, St Eden Vineyard, Oakville...........................................................540 

'03 Bond cabernet sauvignon, Pluribus, Spring Mountain...........................................................550 

'03 Bond cabernet sauvignon, Vecina Vineyard, Oakville............................................................555 

'03 Bond cabernet sauvignon, Melbury Vineyard, Lake Hennessey, Rutherford......................565 

Bill Harlan is the iconoclast behind the painstakingly selective wine production at both Bond and Harlan, with the stated  
goal of never making anything less than first growth quality cabernet-based wines indicative of the terroir of Napa Valley 
{storytime: at Hospice du Rhône in 2008, my name was called out from some café as I was crossing the street and it 
turned out to be, putting it delicately, a complete freak who makes my skin crawl (seriously, I’m being delicate), who  
then proceeded to ask me “why are you wandering around town like a hobo?”, to which then-cellarmaster Sean Tevik  
(on his inaugural HdR pilgrimage)responded with “allow me to introduce myself; the name’s Bond……..Vagabond”}  
 

’95 Turley zinfandel, Black Sears Vineyard, Howell Mountain...................................................450 

’00 Chateau Gazin bordeaux blend, Pomerol, France..................................................................452 

’06 Raphet pinot noir, cuvee Unique, Clos Vougeot grand cru, France......................................454 

’94 Pesquera tempranillo, Janus reserve, Ribera del Douro, Spain.............................................455 

  road trips to LA restaurants often leave us shaking our head in dismay about the ‘all show – no soul’ approach  
   so many of them exhibit, but we were treated to a true wonder at Lucques, a place with substance to spare… 
    chef/owner Suzanne Goin was nice enough to let us bring in a bottle of this equally wondrous reserve from  
 Alejandro Fernandez, and we were nice enough to share some of it with her, which left us all shaking our heads,  
 this time in awe of it’s indefinable fruit (pomegranate?), unique terroir, and chameleon-like layers of complexity 
’11 Antica Terra pinot noir, Antikythera, Eola-Amity Hills, Oregon, double bottle..................456 

’01 Tua Rita merlot, Redi Gaffi, Tuscany, Italy............................................................................465 

’02 René Engel pinot noir, Clos de Vougeot grand cru, France...................................................466 

 



VINO ROJO  (like Muddy Waters says “got my rojo working”) 

 

‘61 Antoniolo nebbiolo/bonarda, Gattinara, Piedmont, Italy.......................................................466 

 in 1961, Roger Maris broke Babe Ruth’s 1927 home run record (without the help of steroids), Mickey Mantle came  
 close to doing the same (with the help of Scotch), and if this wine is older than you, why not drink a bit of history 

                                   ***spotlight *** 
‘96 Ridge cabernet sauvignon, Monte Bello Vineyard, Santa Cruz.............................................475 

‘92 Ridge cabernet sauvignon, Monte Bello Vineyard, Santa Cruz.............................................550 

‘94 Ridge cabernet sauvignon, Monte Bello Vineyard, Santa Cruz.............................................745 

‘85 Ridge cabernet sauvignon, Monte Bello Vineyard, Santa Cruz.............................................950 

‘84 Ridge cabernet sauvignon, Monte Bello Vineyard, Santa Cruz...........................................1000                              
‘93 Ridge cabernet sauvignon, Monte BelloVineyard, Santa Cruz, double bottle.....................1175 

‘76 Ridge cabernet sauvignon, Monte Bello Vineyard, Santa Cruz...........................................2220 

”Stunning - the food, wine list, crew, the whole package. Obviously a labor of love.” 
actual 1997 guest quote from first-time Cowboy Ciao visitor Donn Reisen, the President of Ridge Vineyards, who 
now makes an annual pilgrimage to Scottsdale to dine at all our venues and regale us with tall tales and one-liners; 
Donn is a class guy, Ridge is a class act, and the Monte Bello cab-driven vineyard blend has been in a class by  

itself since it’s inception, thanks to Donn’s and legendary winemaker Paul Draper’s insistence on developing a tradition 
of terroir for most of Ridge’s bottlings, which has consistently proven successful with winning wines of many types; 

most serious collectors would agree that, of all the big name California cabs, Monte Bello has the best potential to age 
and mature in the style of first-growth Bordeaux; Donn, right back at you, MBV is stunning, it’s no labor to love it! 
{one of the biggest obstacles with a wine list like this is in the time it takes to get to this size of depth and breadth, 
some of the heroes who helped to get it there take the journey to Eden, or Valhalla, or wherever it is that Bacchus 
escorts fallen warriors of the wine world; sad to say, Donn left us in 2009, leaving behind an unfillable void -  

that said, he didn’t leave us alone, his spirit (not to mention the above-listed spirits) lives on in our heart (& glasses) 
 

’02 Marquis-Philips shiraz, Integrity, McLaren Vale, Australia.................................................475 

              "This wine is so phenomenal, I could french kiss you right now!"   (actual guest quote) 
’04 Tenuta Sant’ Antonio corvina blend, Lilium Est riserva,  

                                             Valpolicella Classico, Amarone, Veneto, Italy..................................475 

  while we’re on the subject of phenomenal, put a feather in my cap and pour this Amarone, it’s the whole package  

'12 Ken Wright pinot noir, Freedom Hill Vineyard,  

                                                            Coast Range, Oregon, quadruple bottle...............................475 

’02 Dugat-Py pinot noir, Cœur de Roy, Gevrey-Chambertin, France........................................475 

’96 Dunn cabernet sauvignon, Napa...............................................................................................488 

’09 Araujo cabernet sauvignon, Eisele Vineyard, Napa...............................................................490 

’01 Quintarelli corvina blend, Valpolicella Classico Superiore recioto,  

                                                                                                    Veneto, Italy, half bottle................495 

’08 Shafer cabernet sauvignon, Hillside Select, Stags Leap District.............................................498 

’67 Borgogno nebbiolo, riserva, Barolo, Piedmont, Italy..............................................................499 

’01 M Chapoutier syrah, La Mordorée, Côte Rôtie, Rhône, France...........................................500 

’07 Molly Dooker shiraz, Velvet Glove, McLaren Vale, Australia..............................................500 

  Molly Dooker is Aussie slang for a Southpaw, which is baseball slang for a left-hander, which is appropriate because  
   celebrated husband & wife winemakers Sparky & Sarah Marquis are knocking it out of the park at Molly Dooker, 
 especially with the big hitter Velvet Glove, whose underpinning is an iron fist (and that’s no left-handed compliment)  
’04 Domaine Dujac pinot noir, Clos de la Roche grand cru, France...........................................500 

’99 Paul Hobbs cabernet sauvignon, Beckstoffer-ToKalon Vineyard, Oakville.........................500 
’86 Pesquera tempranillo blend, Janus reserve, Ribera del Douro, Spain..................................500 

’01 Turley zinfandel, late harvest, Delinquent, Paso Robles, half bottle......................................500 

                               or, as I like to say, fashionably creative with punctuality 



VINO ROJO     ”either this is the finest wine list I’ve ever seen,  
                                    or you are completely insane” 
                   (actual guest quote, and wouldn’t you like to know) (yes, I would) (me, too)  
 

‘09 Egly-Ouriet pinot noir, cuvee des Grand Côtés, grand cru,  

                                 Coteaux de Champenoise, Ambonnay, Champagne, France......................500 

 as long as we’re talking about riding the crazy train (apologies to Ozzy), we don’t see very much still pinot noir from  
 Champagne (apologies to CSN&Y), and even less the ethereal Egly-Ouriet (apologies to Eels frontman Mark Everett); 
 even so, the price is rising at such a feverish pace (apologies to Peggy Lee), it seems bizarre (more apologies to Ozzy) 
{storytime: last trip to SF, had lunch with wine guru Jim Kopp at Quince’s sister restaurant, which allowed us to order  
this wine from the big list next door; Jim commented “it’s interesting they put a Champagne in the Burgundy section”, at 
which point I had to explain to a guy who’s been selling wine for 40 FREAKING YEARS that they also make still wine; 
then drank some against ’00 DRC Echezeaux weeks later at Kazbar, & I’m now convinced this is my favorite Burgundy}   
’05 Seavey cabernet sauvignon/petit verdot, Premiere Napa X, Lot 071, Napa.........................510 

’99 Noon shiraz, reserve, Borrett 20 Rows Vineyard, Langhorne Creek, Australia..................525 

’00 Gaja cabernet sauvignon, Darmagi Vineyard, Piedmont, Italy.............................................535 

'03 Bond cabernet sauvignon, St Eden Vineyard, Oakville..........................................................540 

’00 Gaja nebbiolo blend, Costa Russi Vineyard, Piedmont, Italy................................................545 

’93 Dunn cabernet sauvignon, Howell Mountain..........................................................................549 

’05 Frédéric Magnien pinot noir, Chambertin-Clos de Bèze grand cru, France........................550 

‘92 Ridge cabernet sauvignon, Monte Bello Vineyard, Santa Cruz.............................................550 

'03 Bond cabernet sauvignon, Pluribus, Spring Mountain...........................................................550 

’00 La Spinetta nebbiolo, Vigneto Campé, Barolo, Piedmonte, Italy...........................................553 

'09 Ken Wright pinot noir, Freedom Hill Vineyard,  

                                                            Coast Range, Oregon, quadruple bottle...............................555 

'03 Bond cabernet sauvignon, Vecina Vineyard, Oakville............................................................555 

'03 Bond cabernet sauvignon, Melbury Vineyard, Lake Hennessey, Rutherford......................565 

’99 Clarendon Hills shiraz, Astralis Vineyard, Clarendon, Australia.........................................566 

’09 Chateau Léoville Poyferré bordeaux blend, St Julien, France..............................................570 

’64 Borgogno nebbiolo, riserva, Barolo, Piedmont, Italy..............................................................575 

’05 Araujo cabernet sauvignon, Eisele Vineyard, Napa................................................................595 

’10 Antica Terra pinot noir, Antikythera, Eola-Amity Hills, Oregon, double bottle...................599 

 one of our quasi-regulars, a waiter from a nearby steak joint, is named Kerel (or, as I like to call him when he grows  
 a threadbare beard, Louis Gossett Junior Junior);  once, I was trying to explain that the Antica pinots have a common 
 thread, an umami-esque quality not unlike daiginjo sake, and his comment was “so they’re a treat for all the Senseis!”  
’94 Dunn cabernet sauvignon, Napa...............................................................................................600 

’02 Clarendon Hills shiraz, Astralis Vineyard, Clarendon, Australia.........................................600 

’05 Domaine Leroy pinot noir, Volnay, France..............................................................................600 

                                    ***spotlight *** 
’00 Colgin bordeaux blend, Cariad, Napa......................................................................................600 

’03 Colgin syrah, IX estate, Napa....................................................................................................625 

’04 Colgin syrah, IX estate, Napa....................................................................................................655 

’03 Colgin bordeaux blend, IX estate, Pritchard Hill, Napa.........................................................675 

’03 Colgin bordeaux blend, Cariad, Napa......................................................................................700 

’00 Colgin cabernet sauvignon, Herb Lamb Vineyard, Napa......................................................850 

Colgin is synonomous with cult wine, as these auction stars are ultra-rare, priced high, and always a hullabaloo in a bottle  

 

’99 Greenock Creek shiraz, Roennfeldt Road, Barossa, Australia..............................................625 

’97 Greenock Creek shiraz, Roennfeldt Road, Barossa, Australia..............................................645 

  Aussie winemaking legend Chris Ringland has received more 100-point scores from Robert Parker’s Wine Advocate  
    (ten as of July 2005, and then I just lost count) than any other winemaker from anywhere, and before the  
  launch of his own Chris Ringland line, he started nailing the Holy Grail hundred points with the Roennfeldt shiraz 



VINO ROJO  (hint for aggressive swirlers: wear purple shirts) 

 

’88 Simi cabernet sauvignon, reserve, Sonoma, quadruple bottle.................................................650 

’98 Noon shiraz, reserve, Borrett 20 Rows Vineyard, Langhorne Creek, Australia..................650 

’01 Guigal syrah, Ex Voto, Ermitage, Rhône, France...................................................................650 

a new project for Guigal, I had the amazingly good fortune to taste this against his astronomically highly rated syrah 
’98 La Landonne Côte-Rôtie at The Little Nell in Aspen during Food & Wine Classic 2005 and, while the altitude 
did cloud my judgement (as did copious amounts of alcohol), the Ex Voto gets my voto as the best wine of the fest 

’04 Colgin syrah, IX estate, Napa....................................................................................................655 

’03 Colgin bordeaux blend, IX estate, Pritchard Hill, Napa.........................................................675 

’79 Freemark Abbey cabernet sauvignon, Bosché Vineyard, Napa.............................................675 

’97 Gaja nebbiolo blend, Conteisa Vineyard, Piedmont, Italy.....................................................676 

'95 Vega-Sicilia tinto fino blend, Unico, Ribera del Duero, Spain...............................................677 

'94 Vega-Sicilia tinto fino blend, Unico, Ribera del Duero, Spain...............................................700 

 maybe they should call this wine ‘Umami’ instead, it certainly delivers a ‘profound sense of deliciousness’, not to mention 
 marvelous mouthfeel and ethereal energy – like a hypothetical blend of Heitz Martha’s Vineyard with Charmes Chambertin 

’03 Colgin bordeaux blend, Cariad, Napa......................................................................................700 

’03 Araujo cabernet sauvignon, Eisele Vineyard, Napa................................................................725 

’97 Gaja nebbiolo blend, Sperss Vineyard, Piedmont, Italy.........................................................725 

’02 Wild Duck Creek shiraz, Duck Muck, Heathcote, Australia.................................................725 

’00 Wild Duck Creek shiraz, Duck Muck, Heathcote, Australia.................................................735 

  normal wine lists (and if you haven’t figured out this isn’t one of those by now, go directly to the nearest clinic for 
  a full catscan and neural work-up) that win the big accolades typically feature a large number of cabs and bordeaux 
  in their highest price ranges; we tend to lean a bit more to the syrah/shiraz selections, partly due to our tremendous 
  access to them, partly due to how our food pairs with them, partly because we can’t pass up names like ‘Duck Muck’   
  {actual quote from Phoenix Magazine: “there’s nothing mainstream or even particularly normal about Cowboy Ciao”} 
                                   ***spotlight ***  

’04 Alvaro Palacios grenache blend, L’Ermita velles vinyes, Priorato, Spain............................745 

’02 Alvaro Palacios grenache blend, L’Ermita velles vinyes, Priorato, Spain............................775 

’01 Alvaro Palacios grenache blend, L’Ermita velles vinyes, Priorato, Spain............................800 

’00 Alvaro Palacios grenache blend, L’Ermita velles vinyes, Priorato, Spain............................850 

’99 Alvaro Palacios grenache blend, L’Ermita velles vinyes, Priorato, Spain............................875 

Palacios packs a punch with all their grenache-based blends…Les Terrasses offers great depth of flavor & versatile food  
affinities, Finca Dofi (single vineyard) is brazen with fruit & panoramic in complexity, and this, the extraordinarily rare 
(how rare, you ask? as one of my Windy City mentors used to say when ordering strip steak at the Chicago Chop House,  
“smack it in the head, slap it on the ass and put it on my plate”)L’Ermita (old vines, planted between 1900 and 1940) 
 displays mystical powers like a genie in a bottle (with more than three wishes)(more Barbara Eden than Robin Williams) 
 

‘94 Ridge cabernet sauvignon, Monte Bello Vineyard, Santa Cruz.............................................745 

 the above-mentioned Windy City mentor, Richard ‘Big Dick’ Moe the 2nd, a man truly larger than life (at 6’8”,  
 he was larger than all sorts of things) passed away in February of 2013;  he was a man’s man’s man, a steak 
 and potatoes, scotch and Drambuie, “hot food hot, cold food cold, all food fast” man of great dignity and talent; 
 once upon a time, Big Dick and I sat around trading martinis and war stories, with a bottle of this very same  
 ’94 Ridge Monte Bello mixed in, and by the end of the night (IE sunrise), we developed a proper dive bar concept  
 we called ‘Swingin’ Dick’s’ - his son, Richie Moe III (Master Mixologist Supreme, co-founder of Citizen Public House),  
 and I are collaborating on a pop-up Swingin’ Dick’s (if for no other reason than that’s just fun to say) on 7/24/13 

’03 Pax syrah, Alder Springs Vineyard, Terraces, Mendocino.....................................................745 

“I’ve always felt that when you appear at one of these seminars, it really helps if you have a French or Australian accent; 
  after drinking until the wee hours, I woke up today with a frog in my throat, but that’s not quite what I had in mind” 
                      Pax Mahle, hosting a ‘Young Guns’ seminar at Hospice du Rhone 2005 



VINO ROJO     (is the existence of a wine list like this crazy?  
                well, I don’t know, was Jerry Garcia crazy when he     
              invented the necktie?  how about the Marquis de Sade,   
               was he crazy when he wrote all those racy scripts for     
              Desperate Housewives?  OK, actually, he was as nutty  
                as a Frangelico stone sour – forget I said anything) 
 

’70 Prodduttori del Barbaresco nebbiolo, Pora riserva, Barbaresco, Piedmont, Italy...............746 

’92 Shafer cabernet sauvignon, Hillside Select, Stags Leap District.............................................747 

’00 Chateau Calon-Ségur bordeaux blend, St Estèphe, France....................................................748 

’90 Chateau Beaucastel mourvèdre blend, Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Rhône, France....................749 

'98 Henschke shiraz, Hill of Grace, Eden Valley, Australia..........................................................750 

 “damn, this smell makes me want to talk Korean and get my toes done” 
direct quote from the lovely and vivacious Stephanie Caraway, former blonde bombshell barkeep at Cowboy Ciao, 

and although she was referring to the chemical aroma wafting from the sealant on the new kitchen bar top, 
it mirrors my sentiment from the first time I got a whiff of the stupendous Hill of Grace shiraz from Henschke  
(Stephanie has gone on to be named one of the best new Sommeliers of the Year in Food & Wine magazine)  

’02 Dutschke shiraz, Single Barrel, Barossa, Australia.................................................................750 

”I can’t believe I’m saying this out loud, but you may actually be more anti-social than me!” 
direct quote from the equally lovely and stupendous (and decidedly more Not-Up-With-People) Caraway sister Jennifer, 
following our first encounter at Kazimierz world wine bar; Jennifer, who whined like a Cub fan when she realized her  

kid sister had more wine list-hits than her (stop, you’re an adult, it’s unbecoming), is armed with both barrels, 
IE her sushi knife-sharp wit and sar-caustic humor, making her more fun than a single barrel of monkeys 

’86 Chateau Pichon-Longueville bordeaux blend, Comtesse de Lalande, Pauillac, France......755 

’02 Torbreck shiraz/viognier, Run Rig, Barossa, Australia, double bottle..................................760 

’86 Domaine Leroy pinot noir, Ruchottes-Chambertin grand cru, France................................770 

             if you pass up an opportunity to drink a Leroy Burgundy, you’ll Ruchottes-Chambertin the day   
’02 Alvaro Palacios grenache blend, L’Ermita velles vinyes, Priorato, Spain............................775 

’01 Dal Forno corvione blend, Vigneto di Monte Lodoletto,  

                                                         Valpolicella Superiore, Amarone, Veneto, Italy...................775 

’00 Abreu cabernet sauvignon, Thorevilos Vineyard, Napa........................................................775 

’07 Guigal syrah, Ex Voto, Ermitage, Rhône, France...................................................................775 

'93 Soldera sangiovese grosso, Case Basse reserve, brunello di Montalcino, Tuscany, Italy....777 

’02 Araujo cabernet sauvignon, Eisele Vineyard, Napa...............................................................795 

’08 Guigal syrah blend, La Mouline, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France................................................795 

’01 Alvaro Palacios grenache blend, L’Ermita velles vinyes, Priorato, Spain............................800 

’08 Guigal syrah blend, La Landonne, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France.............................................800 

’00 Gaja nebbiolo blend, Sori Tilden Vineyard, Piedmont, Italy.................................................800 

’97 Guigal syrah blend, La Mouline, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France................................................825 

’08 Guigal syrah blend, La Turque, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France.................................................835 

’02 Alban syrah, Seymour’s Vineyard, Alban Estate, Edna Valley.............................................840 

’00 Alvaro Palacios grenache blend, L’Ermita velles vinyes, Priorato, Spain............................850 

’00 Colgin cabernet sauvignon, Herb Lamb Vineyard, Napa......................................................850 

’03 Guigal syrah, Ex Voto, Ermitage, Rhône, France...................................................................850 
’02 Camille Giroud pinot noir, Chambertin grand cru, France..................................................855 

’95 Greenock Creek shiraz, Roennfeldt Road, Barossa, Australia..............................................855 

’82 Chateau Léoville Poyferré bordeaux blend, St Julien, France..............................................870 

‘82 changed the game for Bordeaux, as the super-ripe ‘California’ vintage restored international luster (& just plain lust)   
’97 Guigal syrah blend, La Turque, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France.................................................875 

’99 Alvaro Palacios grenache blend, L’Ermita velles vinyes, Priorato, Spain............................875 



VINO ROJO the end is near (unless you’re the lead dog) 
                       {insert your own Iditarod joke here} 
 

’09 Guigal syrah blend, La Landonne, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France.............................................880 

’92 Guigal syrah blend, La Landonne, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France.............................................900 

                                    ***spotlight *** 
’04 Rochioli pinot noir, East Block, Russian River.......................................................................900 

’04 Rochioli pinot noir, Little Hill, Russian River.........................................................................925 

’04 Rochioli pinot noir, West Block, Russian River......................................................................950 

’04 Rochioli pinot noir, River Block, Russian River.....................................................................975 

2007 was my first time at the First Press wine auction, and, for one feeling like a fish out of water (or wino out of  
decanter, or something), I did ok - landed this auction lot of single vineyard pinots (I’d never seen them outside CA) 
 and got a shout-out from Big D, Dennis Rowland, Kazbar’s own jazz master, who was the evening’s entertainment 
(normally, when a guy like me gets a shout-out, it’s along the lines of “hey, you mental patient, get out of the road”) 
 (and if you must know, yes, I’ve been hit by a car) (and yes, since it seems so important to you, more than once) 
 

’00 Chateau Margaux bordeaux blend, Pavillon, Margaux, France...........................................925 

’05 Aldo Conterno nebbiolo, Granbussia riserva, Barolo, Piedmont, Italy.................................925 

’90 Shafer cabernet sauvignon, Hillside Select, Stags Leap District............................................925 

’09 Guigal syrah blend, La Turque, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France.................................................925 

’99 Araujo cabernet sauvignon, Eisele Vineyard, Napa...............................................................925 

’98 Dal Forno corvione blend, Vigneto di Monte Lodoletto,  

                                                         Valpolicella Superiore, Amarone, Veneto, Italy...................925 

’01 Bryant Family cabernet sauvignon, Napa...............................................................................925 

’02 Pax syrah, Alder Springs Vineyard, Terraces, Mendocino....................................................945 

’78 Duckhorn merlot, Three Palms Vineyard, Napa....................................................................950 

California wines became Zeitgeist in the early ‘80s, thanks in part to a combination of the infamous  Paris Tasting,  
an upsurge in National Pride following the Bicentennial, an influx in winemaking pioneers, and a string of great vintages,  
perhaps the best of which was 1978 (Dan Duckhorn’s inaugural bottling of Three Palms and my favorite Duckhorn ever)  
‘85 Ridge cabernet sauvignon, Monte Bello Vineyard, Santa Cruz.............................................950 

’09 Guigal syrah blend, La Mouline, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France................................................950 

’04 Rochioli pinot noir, West Block, Russian River......................................................................950 

’04 Rochioli pinot noir, River Block, Russian River.....................................................................975 

’04 Sine Qua Non pinot noir, Covert Fingers, Arita Hills Vineyard, Santa Rita Hills...............976 

’06 Dominio de Pingus tinto fino, biodynamic, Pingus, Ribera del Duero, Spain....................1000 

‘84 Ridge cabernet sauvignon, Monte Bello Vineyard, Santa Cruz...........................................1000  

‘96 Guigal syrah blend, La Mouline, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France..............................................1000 

                                    ***spotlight *** 
‘00 Chris Ringland shiraz, Barossa, Australia.............................................................................1050 

‘99 Chris Ringland shiraz, Barossa, Australia.............................................................................1150 

‘97 Chris Ringland shiraz, Randall’s Hill Vineyard, Barossa Ranges, Australia.....................1250 

essentially, these are all Three Rivers shiraz produced by winemaker extraordinaire Chris Ringland, but there is yet  
another legal trademark brouhaha forcing the name change (which is, as per usual, ludicrous, although the next time  
I hear John Wayne referred to as a ‘Cowboy’ I’m gonna come down on his estate with my legal six-guns a’blazin); 
I am proud to admit I’ve tasted all these at various dinners Chris has attended, and, as he says, “I’m a big believer  
in going for it, all of it, nothing halfway…I mean, what’s the point?”, a philosophy that is abundantly echoed with  
these bold, bawdy, just-on-the-verge-of-dry-finished-port-like concoctions (and speaking of bawdy, the next time  
I hear Liberace sing that song ‘Ciao’ on the radio, I’ll be going after his estate for every shiny sequin that’s left) 

’73 Heitz cabernet sauvignon, Martha’s Vineyard, Napa...........................................................1050 

        California’s first cult cabernet from a vintage that helped put them on the wine collectors collective radar 
 



VINO FINO   

cue lights 
roll credits 
close curtain  
 

’97 Gaja nebbiolo blend, Sori Tilden Vineyard, Piedmont, Italy...............................................1050 

'01 Abreu bordeaux blend, Madrona Ranch, Napa....................................................................1100 

’96 Guigal syrah blend, La Turque, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France...............................................1100 

’05 Dominio de Pingus tinto fino, biodynamic, Pingus, Ribera del Duero, Spain....................1100 

’82 Vietti nebbiolo, Roche Vineyard, Barolo, Piedmont, Italy...................................................1111 

’66 Chateau Mouton Rothschild bordeaux blend, Pauillac, France..........................................1125 

 Michael Broadbent, perhaps the foremost expert on older vintage Bordeaux, says ’66 is “one of my favourite vintages, 
 a lean long distance runner” and calls the Mouton “a typically dramatic wine with fragrance surging out of the glass” 
’01 Guigal syrah blend, La Mouline, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France..............................................1150 

‘99 Chris Ringland shiraz, Barossa, Australia.............................................................................1150 

’01 Guigal syrah blend, La Landonne, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France...........................................1165 

’01 Guigal syrah blend, La Turque, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France...............................................1175 

‘93 Ridge cabernet sauvignon, Monte BelloVineyard, Santa Cruz, double bottle.....................1175 

’00 Guigal syrah blend, La Mouline, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France..............................................1195 

’01 Dominio de Pingus tinto fino, Pingus, Ribera del Duero, Spain..........................................1200 

’00 Guigal syrah blend, La Landonne, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France...........................................1200 

’94 Araujo cabernet sauvignon, Eisele Vineyard, Napa.............................................................1200 

’07 Casanova di Neri sangiovese grosso, Cerretalto riserva,  

                                             brunello di Montalcino, Tuscany, Italy, double bottle.....................1222 

’00 Guigal syrah blend, La Turque, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France...............................................1250 

‘97 Chris Ringland shiraz, Randall’s Hill Vineyard, Barossa Ranges, Australia.....................1250 

’07 Guigal syrah blend, La Mouline, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France..............................................1260 

’07 Guigal syrah blend, La Landonne, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France...........................................1265 

’07 Guigal syrah blend, La Turque, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France...............................................1270 

’61 Chateau Malartic-Lagravière bordeaux blend, Graves, France..........................................1280 

’00 Dominio de Pingus tinto fino, Pingus, Ribera del Duero, Spain..........................................1300   

’98 Guigal syrah blend, La Landonne, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France...........................................1350 

’98 Dominio de Pingus tinto fino, Pingus, Ribera del Duero, Spain..........................................1500 

’86 Guigal syrah blend, La Landonne, Côte-Rôtie, Rhône, France...........................................1600 

‘82 Penfold’s shiraz, Grange reserve, South Australia...............................................................1700 

‘81 Penfold’s shiraz, Grange reserve, South Australia...............................................................1750 

’02 Pax syrah, Alder Springs Vineyard, Mendocino, quadruple bottle......................................2200 

‘76 Ridge cabernet sauvignon, Monte Bello Vineyard, Santa Cruz...........................................2220 

’55 Chateau Margaux bordeaux blend, Margaux, France.........................................................2228 

’01 Pax syrah, Alder Springs Vineyard, Mendocino, quadruple bottle......................................2500 

‘82 Penfold’s shiraz, Grange reserve, South Australia...............................................................1700 

‘81 Penfold’s shiraz, Grange reserve, South Australia...............................................................1750 

home, home on the Grange 
where the roo and the wallaby play 

where often is heard 
a superlative word (like “WOW, this is astonishing juice!”) 

and our tongues are deep purple all day  

’55 Chateau Margaux bordeaux blend, Margaux, France.........................................................2228 

’74 Joseph Phelps bordeaux blend, Insignia, Napa.....................................................................3600 

’02 Pax syrah, Alder Springs Vineyard, Terraces, Mendocino, quadruple bottle.....................4000 

’17 Chateau Latour bordeaux blend, Pauillac, France  (relabeled).........................................10,000 

 



WELCOME TO A GLIMPSE OF THE FUTURE 

 

                                    ***spotlight *** 

’11 Sanguis roussanne/chardonnay/viognier, unfiltered, Incandescent, Santa Barbara..............79 

’11 Sanguis chardonnay/roussanne/viognier, Out of Line, Central Coast.....................................82 

’11 Sanguis syrah, Misfit, Santa Barbara.........................................................................................84 

’08 Sanguis roussanne/malvasia bianca/viognier, Ramshackle and Threadbare, Santa Ynez....88 

’10 Sanguis chardonnay/roussanne/viognier, Out of Line, Central Coast.....................................96 

’10 Sanguis cabernet sauvignon/syrah/grenache, Couture, Santa Barbara................................105 

’11 Sanguis syrah, Pilgrim, Bien Nacido Vineyard, Santa Maria.................................................107 

’10 Sanguis roussanne/viognier/marsanne/chardonnay,  

                                 Postcard from Morocco, Watch Hill Vineyard, Los Alamos.......................108 

’09 Sanguis grenache/syrah/viognier, Levity, Santa Barbara......................................................110 

’09 Sanguis syrah/cabernet sauvignon/viognier/roussanne, Gravity, Santa Barbara................115 

’11 Sanguis syrah/cabernet sauvignon/grenache, Infidels, Santa Barbara.................................120 

’11 Sanguis syrah/viognier, Bossman, Santa Barbara...................................................................125 

’09 Sanguis syrah/viognier, Six White Horses, Bien Nacido Vineyard, Santa Maria.................130 

’09 Sanguis roussanne/viognier, Lotus of Siam, Santa Ynez........................................................136 

’11 Sanguis chardonnay, Loner, W11-A, John Sebatiano Vineyard, Santa Rita Hills...............139 

’11 Sanguis chardonnay, Loner, W11-B, Bien Nacido Vineyard, Santa Maria..........................140 

’11 Sanguis grenache, Verve, Santa Barbara.................................................................................142 

’09 Sanguis syrah/viognier/roussanne, Some Poets,  

                                      Bien Nacido/Watch Hill Vineyards, Santa Maria/Los Alamos...............145 

’11 Sanguis pinot noir, Loner, R11-A, John Sebastiano Vineyard, Santa Rita Hills..................147 

’08 Sanguis syrah/viognier/roussanne, Endangered Species, Central Coast...............................148 

’11 Sanguis syrah/grenache/cabernet franc/viognier/roussanne, Mule, Santa Barbara............155 

’08 Sanguis grenache/syrah/viognier, Polly Anne, Central Coast................................................158 

’10 Sanguis syrah/viognier, Pilgram, Bien Nacido Vineyard, Santa Maria.................................160 

’11 Sanguis syrah, 1/1, John Sebastiano Vineyard, Santa Rita Hills............................................163 

’08 Sanguis syrah/grenache/cabernet sauvignon/viognier/roussanne,  

                                                 the Ballad of John Henry (R.I.P.), Central Coast.........................166 

’10 Sanguis grenache/syrah/viognier, Verve, Santa Barbara.......................................................176 

’10 Sanguis syrah, 1/1, John Sebastiano Vineyard, Santa Rita Hills............................................180 

’07 Sanguis syrah/grenache/viognier, Back Seat Betty, Santa Ynez............................................198 

’07 Sanguis grenache/syrah/roussanne/viognier, Las Mujeres, Santa Ynez...............................212 

’10 Sanguis pinot noir, Loner, R10-A, John Sebastiano Vineyard, Santa Rita Hills..................227 

’10 Sanguis chardonnay/roussanne/viognier, Out of Line, Central Coast, double bottle...........295 

’09 Sanguis grenache/syrah/viognier, Levity, Santa Barbara, double bottle...............................310 

’09 Sanguis syrah/cabernet sauvignon/viognier/roussanne,  

                                                                  Gravity, Santa Barbara, double bottle...........................315 

’09 Sanguis syrah/viognier, Six White Horses,  

                                               Bien Nacido Vineyard, Santa Maria, double bottle.........................345 

’10 Sanguis syrah, 1/1, John Sebastiano Vineyard, Santa Rita Hills, double bottle....................440 

here we go again, mixing white wines with red wines (not to mention metaphors with similes), but Sanguis’ owner/winemaker 
Mattias Pippig does the same thing with many of these, so I feel justified (and while we’re at it, ‘Justified’ is the best show 
on the scary hypnotic box and Timothy Oliphant the best performer on a show embarrassingly rich with great acting); these 
wines stand on their own as paragons of anything and everything that makes wine special, and the public’s need to label and  
compare will always fall short when faced with the mercurial mix of genius, courage, experimentation and madness evidenced  
by Pippig & visionaries of his ilk (few that they are); there is precious little Sanguis produced (typically less than 150 cases  
of any given release), and we feel fortunate to be in on the ground floor of what promises to be a high-powered thrill ride  
into the future (with more than a nod to the distant past) of winemaking (and wine drinking) as we know it…cheers! 
 
 



     

        thanks for playing our game, 

      you’ve been a terrific audience; 

         remember your Sommelier, 

     he works for sips and sips alone 
 
 
 

brand spanking new 
(there’s a marketing joke  

in there somewhere)  
versions of this wine list 

are available to purchase  
for a mere $25; 

it’s the perfect gift for  
the wino who has everything – 

except his/her sanity 
(and, sure, I could sign it 

for you, but, honestly,  
why lessen the value?) 

 


